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To accompany the petition of Joseph A. Melley and other members
of the General Court for legislation to establish a fund for the relief of
persons injured by hit and run drivers, so called. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act to establish a fund for the relief of per-
sons INJURED BY HIT AND RUN DRIVERS, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfie Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts

1 Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 113 G the two following
3 sections:
4 Section 113H. There is hereby established the
5 motor vehicle hit and run accident fund, to be man-
-6 aged by the commissioner of insurance. Said commis-
-7 sioner shall annually on or before March first, file a
8 statement of the amount which he deems necessary
9 for the operation of the fund during the calendar year

10 in which such statement is filed.
11 The commissioner as soon as may be thereafter
12 shall assess said amount upon insurance companies
13 insuring by policy or bond against liability for per-
-14 sona! injury caused by the operation of motor vehicles,
15 doing business in the commonwealth, as an additional
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16 excise for the privilege of so doing business, their re-
-17 spective proportions of said amount based upon the
18 amounts of such insurance written by them upon
19 motor vehicles registered in the commonwealth dur-

-20 ing the preceding calendar year, as determined by
21 the commissioner from their returns and such other
22 information, if any, as he may obtain. He shall fix
23 a time for the payment of such assessments, and shall
24 notify the respective companies of the amounts as-
-25 sessed upon them and of the time for payment.
26 Any company deeming itself aggrieved by such as-
-27 sessment may appeal therefrom to the appellate tax
28 board in a form which it
29 shall not stay the colle
30 Failure to pay any such
31 fixed shall be a cause for
32 a company’s license.

hall provide. Such appeal
:tion of such assessment.
assessment at the time so
suspension or revocation of

33 Section 1131. Any person suffering personal injury
34 or consequential damages from a personal injury, or
35 entitled to recover for a death, in case such injury is
36 caused by a motor vehicle operating on a way in the
3/ commonwealth, as the term “way” is defined in sec-
-38 tion one of chapter ninety, which motor vehicle was
39 operated by a hit and run driver shall, upon applica-
-40 tion to the commissioner, receive such amount from
41 the fund, as he, upon
42 attorney general, shall
43 assigns to the commonw

re recommendation of the
award; provided that he
ilth any claim or judgment

44 that he may have against any person in connection
45 with such injury or death.


