
SENATE .... No. 527

Executive Department,
ate House, Boston, January 31, 1049,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

On December 31, 1948, there was a serious storm with
heavy rainfall over the watersheds of the rivers and
streams of Berkshire, Hampshire, Hampden and Franklin
Counties west of the Connecticut River which did great
damage to the cities and towns in the affected area. In
the basins of the Deerfield, Westfield and Hoosac Rivers,
the resulting floods were comparable in intensity to those
of 1927, 1936 and 1938. On the Housatonic, it was the
greatest flood recorded.

Large areas were under water. Roads and bridges
have been washed out or badly damaged. Rivers and
streams have changed their banks, have undermined pro-
tecting walls and structures, and the beds are filled with
boulders and debris. Factories and homes, highways
and bridges are thereby exposed to greater damage unless
protective work is carried out expeditiously.

Already much damage has been done. We cannot per-
mit further loss and destruction. Protective work must
be started at once to prevent extended and possibly
disastrous damages from spring floods and freshets.

Roads must be restored and the work, as far as possible,
so done that they will not be washed out again. Bridges
must be repaired or rebuilt in a manner to withstand
future floods. Streams must be cleared and returned to
their beds and the banks suitably protected to hold them
in place. Retaining walls should be repaired and rebuilt
where possible. New walls must be constructed where
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necessary to prevent further destruction. Soil erosion
must be prevented.

The necessity is urgent. Nothing should be permitted
to interfere with prompt relief. I am taking all possible
steps to procure the aid of the federal government for
the necessary flood control measures. However, we are
confronted with a situation which permits no delay. Ac-
cordingly, we must proceed on our own account to do
such work as the emergency requires. It is essential
that the job be carried out without retarding restrictions
and restraints.

Therefore, 1 recommend that two million dollars be
appropriated from the general fund in advance of the ap-
propriation bill to carry out the work which is required;
that appropriate legislation be enacted empowering the
Department of Public Works to hire such personnel and
obtain such material as is required without delay; and
that the appropriation for the general fund be reimbursed
from the proceeds of a bond issue to be authorized as
soon as possible.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


