
No. 776SENATE

Senate, August 24, 1949.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
committed the House Resolve providing for the study of
the feasibility of constructing a toll express highway from
the Connecticut state line to the New Hampshire state
line or any portion oi* portions thereof (House, No. 2745,
amended), report recommending that the same ought to
pass with an amendment substituting a new draft with
the same title (Senate, No. 776).

For the committee,

EDWARD W. STAVES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

Resolve providing for the study of the feasibility

OF CONSTRUCTING A TOLL EXPRESS HIGHWAY FROM THE

CONNECTICUT STATE LINE TO, THE. NEW HAMPSHIRE

STATE LINE OR ANY PORTION OR PORTIONS THEREOF.

1 Whereas, The commonwealth does not possess
2 adequate facilities for the movement of vehicular
3 traffic and for the elimination of many of the hazards
4 on its congested cross-state highways; and
5 Whereas, Its neighboring states are constructing
6 or have completed construction of connecting ex-
-7 press highways to the several boundary lines of the
8 Commonwealth; therefore be it
9 Resolved, That a special commission, to be known

10 as the “Massachusetts Turnpike Commission’’, is
11 hereby established for the purpose of investigating
12 and, studying the feasibility and advisability of con-

-13 structing a toll express highway, hereinafter called
14 the “Turnpike project”, from a point at or near
15 the town of Sturbridge in the northeasterly direction
16 to a point at or near the town of Salisbury, or any
17 portion or portions thereof which the commission
18 may determine, including all bridges, tunnels, over-
-19 passes, underpasses, interchanges, entrance plazas,
20 approaches, toll houses, service stations, restaurants,
21 and administration, storage and other buildings and
22 facilities which the commission may deem to be later
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23 necessary for the operation of the turnpike project,
24 together with all property, rights, easements and in-
-25 terests which may later have to be acquired for the
26 construction and operation of such project.
27 Said commission shall consist of the state com-
-28 missioner of public works, who shall act as chair-
-29 man, and four other members to be appointed by the
30 governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
31 council. Not more than three members of said com-
-32 mission shall be of the same political party.
33 Three members of the commission shall constitute
34 a quorum and the affirmative vote of three members
35 shall be necessary for any action taken by the com-
-36 mission. No vacancy in the membership of the
37 commission shall impair the right of a quorum to ex-
-38 ercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the
39 commission.
40 Each of the appointed members of the commission
41 shall receive the sum of twenty-five dollars for each
42 day or part thereof of service, but not exceeding five
43 thousand dollars. Each member shall be reimbursed
44 for his actual expenses necessarily incurred in the
45 performance of his duties.
46 The commission is hereby authorized and directed
47 to make such traffic and engineering surveys, and
48 cost and location studies of the turnpike project as

49 may be necessary to determine the practicability of
50 public revenue bond financing of the turnpike proj-
-51 ect, and for this purpose may employ such consulting
52 engineers, traffic engineers, legal and financial ex-

-53 perts and such other employees and agents as it
54 may deem necessary. To further the purposes of
55 this resolve the state department of public works
56 shall make available to the commission all data in
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the possession of the department which may be use-
ful to the commission in making such surveys and
studies, and the department may furnish such as-
sistance in making traffic surveys, borings, cost
studies and in preparing designs for the turnpike
project, and in making other surveys in connection
with the preparation of the study as may be agreed
upon between the department and the commission,
the cost of such surveys and expenses incurred by
the department to be reimbursed to said department
by the commission.
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The commission is specifically authorized and di-
rected to study the financing and financial plans of
other toll express highways, particularly the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike and the Maine Turnpike and to
study the turnpike legislation recently enacted by
other states.
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In addition to the foregoing powers the said com-

mission and its authorized agents and employees
may enter upon any lands, waters and premises in
the commonwealth for the purpose of making sur-
veys, soundings, drillings and examinations as they
may deem necessary or convenient for the purposes
of this resolve, and such entry shall not be deemed
a trespass. The commission shall make reimburse-
ment for any actual damage resulting to such lands,
waters and premises as a result of such activities.
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Said commission shall be provided with quarters
in the state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings,
may require by summons the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses, may travel within and without
the commonwealth and may expend for expert,
clerical and other assistance and for expenses such
sums as may be appropriated therefor, from the
Highway Fund.

84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91



1949.] SENATE No. 776. 5

Sai,d commission shall continue in operation until
the prorogation of the nineteen hundred and fifty
session of the general court, so that the general court
may call upon it for advice and for any data it may
require, provided, however, that said commission
shall report to the general court the result of its
investigations and study, and its recommendations,
if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary
to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
tives on or before March thirty-first nineteen hun-
dred and fifty.

92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103



*

%





*

*


