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MEETING CALENDAR

For the most recent 
information about the 
following public meet-
ings, and others that may 
have been scheduled 
after TRANSREPORT was 
released, visit  
www.bostonmpo.org or 
call 857-702-3700 (voice) 
or 617-570-9193 (TTY).  
A photo ID is required 
to access most meeting 
sites.

Major Federal Grants Awarded  
in the Boston Region

Senator Elizabeth Warren, former Governor Deval Patrick, US 
Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx, Somerville Mayor 
Joseph A. Curtatone, Congressman Michael Capuano, MBTA 
General Manager Beverly Scott, former Acting Secretary of 
Transportation Frank DePaola, and other officials celebrated 
the federal grant agreement for the Green Line Extension 
project in January. (Photo: MBTA)

Station Modernization and Flood Protection Grants  
Incorporated in TIP Amendment

Green Line Extension 
Wins New Starts  
Funding

A formal announcement from 
the federal government in 
early January solidified a  
grant agreement for the  
construction of the Green 
Line extension from  
Lechmere Station in East 
Cambridge to College Avenue 
in Somerville, with a spur to 
Union Square in Somerville. 

The US Department of Trans-
portation (USDOT) committed 
$996 million in New Starts 
funding from the Federal 
Transit Administration’s  
Capital Investment Program 
to fund the $2.3 billion  
project. Over half of the cost 
of the project will be paid by 
the Commonwealth. 

On February 5, the Boston 
Region Metropolitan  
Planning Organization 
(MPO) voted on an amend-
ment to the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) 
that formalized funding 
for several major federal 
grants awarded to support 
transit in the Boston region. 
The amendment programs 

discretionary grants for the 
modernization of the MBTA’s 
Ruggles Station and for flood 
protection projects at the 
Green Line’s Fenway Station 
portal and at the Charlestown 
seawall. 

The USDOT awarded a $20 
million TIGER (Transporta-
tion Investment Generating 

Economic Recovery) grant to 
the MBTA for the $30 million 
Ruggles Station Modernization 
project in September. Ruggles 
Station is a multimodal facili-
ty that provides access to the 
Orange Line subway, three 
commuter rail lines  

Grants, continued on page 2



Page 2 TRANSREPORT

Calendar, continued on page 3

Calendar, continued from page 1

AT THE STATE TRANS-
PORTATION BUILDING, 
10 PARK PLAZA,  
BOSTON 

February 5 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

February 10 (Tuesday)

Project Selection Advisory 
Council. Suite 4150. 3:00 PM

February 11 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT Board of Directors. 
Suite 3830. 1:00 PM
 
Regional Transportation  
Advisory Council.  
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
3:00 PM

February 19 (Thursday) 
 
Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization.  
Conference Room 4.  
10:00 AM

February 23 (Monday) 

Statewide Coordinating 
Council on Community 
Transportation. Conference 
Room 1. 10:30 AM to  
12:00 PM

MBTA Rider Oversight  
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 5:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM

February 25 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM  
to noon 

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to 
3:00 PM

Grants Awarded to Make Transit  
Facilities Flood Resilient

(Providence/Stoughton, 
Franklin, and Needham), and 
a number of bus routes. 

A new passenger platform 
will be built at the station to 
provide full access for com-
muter rail customers to board 
or alight from trains, elimi-
nating the current situation, 
in which trains on one of the 
three tracks that run through 
the station cannot access 
the platform. The project 
will also include accessibility 
improvements to bring the 
station up to the standards 
set by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), as well 
as improvements and repairs 
to the tracks. 

The USDOT also awarded two 
grants to the MBTA in  
September through the  
Federal Transit Administra-
tion’s Public Transportation 
Emergency Relief Program, 
which helps states protect 
and repair transportation 
assets to make them resilient 
to natural disasters. These 
funds were among those 
awarded to transit systems 
in the Northeast that were 
affected by Hurricane Sandy.

One $21.67 million grant sup-
ports the $29 million Green 
Line Fenway Portal Flood 
Proofing project. This project 
will involve the construc-
tion of flood barriers at the 
Fenway subway portal on the 
E Branch of the Green Line. 
These improvements would 

guard against floodwaters 
entering the Green Line  
tunnel. Such an event, 
occurred during a storm in 
October 1996, when flood-
waters from the nearby 
Muddy River poured into the 
tunnel, flooding Kenmore 
Station and causing tens of 
millions of dollars of  
damage.

The other $13.39 million 
grant is for the $17.8  
million Charlestown Seawall 
Replacement project, for 
the repair of a deteriorating 
seawall next to the MBTA’s 
bus maintenance facility in 
Charlestown. The seawall 
protects the facility from 
flooding from the adjacent 
Mystic River.

Grants, continued from page 1

USDOT Issues Call to Action to Make  
Complete Streets a Priority
US Secretary of Transportation 
Anthony Foxx has issued a 
challenge to mayors and local 
elected officials, calling on 
them to act to make streets 
safe for all users, including 
bicyclists, pedestrians, and 
people who use mobility 
devices. 

Municipalities that accept 
Secretary Foxx’s “Mayor’s 
Challenge” agree to take a 
Complete Streets approach to 
planning for their transporta-
tion infrastructure, to form a 
local action team to advance 
safety and accessibility goals, 
and to take other actions to 
improve their bicycle and 
pedestrian network.

To learn more, visit the  
USDOT website. (Click here.)

US Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx (Photo: USDOT)

http://www.dot.gov/mayors-challenge
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March 5 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. [The 
MPO’s regularly scheduled 
meeting will be held in 
Watertown. See listing on 
page 4.] 

March 11 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT Board of Directors. 
Suite 3830. 1:00 PM

Regional Transportation  
Advisory Council.  
Conference Room 4. 3:00 PM

March 19 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

March 23 (Monday) 
  
MBTA Rider Oversight  
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3.  
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

March 25 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM  
to noon 

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to 
3:00 PM

AT OTHER LOCATIONS

February 10 (Tuesday)

MassDOT/MBTA Public  
Meeting: Green Line  
Extension Working Group. 
Center for the Arts at the 
Armory, 191 Highland  
Avenue, Somerville.   
4:00 PM to 6:00 PM

As work progresses on the development of the new Long-
Range Transportation Plan, Charting Progress to 2040, the  
Boston Region MPO is preparing for scenario planning, a  
process designed to show the benefits and trade-offs  
resulting from different sets of investments in the  
transportation network. 

Two scenarios are being designed to shed light on the  
topic of how best to increase the capacity of the  
transportation system and to manage congestion. The  
scenarios are designed to compare the strategies of  
investing heavily in higher-cost major infrastructure,  
highway modernization, and bottleneck improvement projects 
to investing in lower-cost improvements, such as Complete 
Streets projects, intersection improvement projects, bicycle 
and pedestrian projects, community transportation programs, 
and “first mile/last mile” transit projects. 

The results of these scenario-planning activities will inform 
the MPO as the body makes policy decisions about approaches 
to allocating federal funds for projects and programs in the 
Long-Range Transportation Plan.
  
Throughout this process the MPO is continuing to encourage 
public participation. Members of the public are welcome to 
contact the MPO with ideas about any aspect of the process 
(see how on page 6). Or join the discussion at the  
Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Winter Forum  
(see below for details).

Charting Progress to 2040:  
Scenario Planning for the  
Long-Range Transportation 
Plan

Save the Date for the MAPC Winter Council Meeting

Long-Range  
Transportation Plan 

Resources

Wednesday, February 25, 2015
 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Omni-Parker House Hotel
60 School Street, Boston

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s annual 
Winter Council meeting will feature an inter-
active program about setting priorities for the 
Boston Region MPO’s Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP). 

Anyone who is interested in participating is 
invited to attend the meeting and take part in 
developing the next LRTP for the region. You can 
register by clicking here.

Are you are tuning in to this 
planning process for the 
first time?  Find links below 
to the documents and 
applications that have been 
produced to date (click on 
the bolded text)...

The vision, goals, and 
objectives will guide the 
MPO’s investment decisions 
going forward.

The Needs Assessment pro-
vides data that are used to 
identify the highest-priority 
transportation problems or 
gaps in the region.

Stay tuned for the Universe 
of Projects, the pool from 
which projects will be se-
lected for the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan. It will 
be posted online later in 
February. 

… also refer to the fall 2014 
issues of TRANSREPORT for 
more background  
information.

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=0364260EBEC95799653C9F5A352E3A9B.worker_registrant?llr=jqfo5obab&oeidk=a07eahe71ed7804aa7b
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/charting_2040
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/charting_2040
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/charting_2040_needs
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/charting_2040_needs
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/transreport_archive
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/transreport_archive
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/transreport_archive
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February 11 (Wednesday)

MassDOT Design Public 
Hearing: Rehabilitation of 
Bridge, B-16-237, Massa-
chusetts Avenue (Route 
2A) over Commonwealth 
Avenue in Boston. Boston 
Central Library, Common-
wealth Salon, 700 Boylston 
Street, Boston. 6:00 PM

February 25 (Wednesday)

Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council: Winter Council 
Meeting. Omni-Parker 
House, 60 School Street, 
Boston. 8:30 AM to noon

MassDOT Design Public 
Hearing: Intersection 
Improvements at Route 
1A and Upland Road and 
Washington, Prospect, and 
Fulton Streets in Norwood. 
Norwood Civic Center, Wil-
lett Room (2nd Floor), 165 
Nahatan Street, Norwood. 
7:00 PM

March 4 (Wednesday)

MassDOT Design Public 
Hearing: Safe Routes to 
School project at Temple 
Road, Temple Street, and 
Mystic Avenue in Somer-
ville. Healey School Cafe-
teria, 5 Meacham Street, 
Somerville. 7:00 PM

March 5  (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Watertown Free Public 
Library, Watertown Savings 
Bank Meeting Room, 123 
Main Street, Watertown. 
10:00 AM

March 18 (Wednesday)

Massachusetts Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Board: 
Montachusett Regional 
Planning Commission, Ayer 

Boston Region MPO Activities
Since the most recent issue of TRANSREPORT was published, the Boston Region MPO has 
given its staff approval to begin working on a number of new studies. Here is a snapshot of 
the new projects getting underway.

Through the Kendall Square Mobility Task Force project, the MPO staff will employ the 
regional travel demand model set to provide analytic support to a MassDOT project team 
that is developing a transportation plan for Kendall Square in Cambridge. The model will 
be used to evaluate the impact of possible transit improvements, based on the substantial 
development and redevelopment expected in this high-technology and biotechnology hub 
in the coming years.

The Core Capacity Constraints study will analyze the existing capacity of the  
transportation system in the urban core and its ability to handle projected future demand. 
The study will identify the 20 largest proposed development projects in the core area; 
review current policies being employed to mitigate the impact of development on  
transportation; and estimate the impact of the proposed developments on the  
transportation system, with a focus on transit. 

The Freight Planning Support: FFY 2015 project will evaluate truck trip patterns in the 
South Boston waterfront area, with consideration being given to how traffic is attracted 
to or generated from the various economic activities there (for example, industrial opera-
tions, fishing, and the hospitality industry). 

The MBTA Study of Passenger Noninteraction with Automated-Fare-Collection Equipment 
will include researching the issue of fare evasion in the MBTA system to determine the 
extent of the problem and the amount of revenue that the MBTA loses as a result.
 
The Low-Cost Improvements to Express-Highway Bottleneck Locations: FFY 2015 study will 
analyze several bottlenecks on the region’s express-highway system and make  
recommendations for low-cost measures, such as lane restriping or minor lane  
reconfigurations, to ameliorate traffic conditions at the identified locations.

The Foxborough JARC (Job Access and Reverse Commute) Transit Feasibility Study will  
explore the feasibility of establishing intratown transportation services in the Town of  
Foxborough to offer access to employment locations within the town. 

Human Services Transportation Plan Approved
Forum to be held  
this spring

At its meeting on January 8, 
the Boston Region MPO voted 
to approve the Coordinated 
Public Transit–Human Services 
Transportation Plan. This 
plan identifies the transpor-
tation needs of the elderly 
and people with disabilities 
in the Boston region and the 
services that currently exist 
to serve them. 

Transportation projects and 
programs that meet these 

needs must be identified and 
documented in the MPO’s  
Coordinated Public  
Transit–Human Services  
Transportation Plan to be  
eligible to receive funding 
from the Federal Transit  
Administration’s Section  
5310 program. 

The approval of this plan 
followed a public review 
and comment period, during 
which members of the public 
had the opportunity to  
provide input about the  
transit needs of the elderly 

and people with disabilities, 
who are served by the  
Section 5310 program. 

The plan also incorporated 
input from attendees at the 
MPO’s Human Services and 
Equity in Transportation 
Forum, which was held in 
January 2014. The MPO plans 
to host another forum this 
spring. Details will be  
forthcoming.
 
Click here to view the Coor-
dinated Public Transit–Human 
Services Transportation Plan.

http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/chst


Notice of Civil Rights
The MPO complies with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
of 1990, and other federal 
and state nondiscrimination 
statutes and regulations in 
all programs and activities. 
The MPO does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, 
English proficiency, income, 
religious creed, ancestry, 
disability, age, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, or 
military service. Any person 
who believes herself/him-
self or any specific class 
of persons to have been 
subjected to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI, the 
ADA, or other nondiscrimi-
nation statute or regulation 
may, herself/himself or 
via a representative, file 
a written complaint with 
the MPO. A complaint must 
be filed no later than 180 
calendar days after the 
date on which the person 
believes that the discrim-
ination occurred. A com-
plaint form and additional  
information can be  
obtained by contacting 
the MPO (see below) or at 
www.boston mpo.org. 

Meeting locations are 
accessible to people with 
disabilities and are near 
public transportation. 
Upon request (preferably 
two weeks in advance of 
a meeting), every effort 
will be made to provide 
accommodations such as 
assistive-listening devic-
es, materials in accessible 
formats and in languages 
other than English, and 
interpreters of American 
Sign Language and other 
languages. Please contact 
the MPO staff at 857-702-
3700 (voice), 617-570-9193 
(TTY), 617-570-9192 (fax), 
or publicinformation@
ctps.org (email).
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Calendar, continued from page 4 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE
Town Hall, One Main Street, 
Ayer, MA. 1:00 PM to 3:00 
PM

Health and Transportation Discussion at Advisory Council

At its November meeting, the Advisory Council focused on the topic of healthy  
transportation-planning policies and practices. The guest speakers were Steven Miller,  
Executive Director of the Healthy Weight Initiative at the Harvard School of Public Health  
and a member of the Board of Directors of Livable Streets Alliance, and Barry Keppard,  
Public Health Manager at the Metropolitan Area Planning Council. 

The discussion revolved around the important role that transportation plays in personal 
health, and factors for policy makers to consider when making transportation investment 
decisions in order to shape a future landscape where the transportation system supports 
healthy lifestyles. 

Mr. Keppard remarked on a report from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that suggests 
that a person’s zip code may be more important than their genetic code when predicting 
life expectancy, and that 60 percent of what drives health is where people live and the 
choices available to them— including transportation choices. 

Mr. Miller delved into strategies for increasing the pedestrian and bicycle mode shares 
because walking and cycling are active transportation options that have benefits in terms 
of safety, long-term health, and neighborhood social cohesion. There is safety in numbers, 
he said, as more pedestrians and bicyclists in the shared space can induce drivers to slow 
down, which can result in fewer traffic fatalities. He advocated for considering road diets, 
which reduce motor vehicle travel-lane space and can produce a 29 percent reduction in 
traffic accidents, as well as separated facilities, such as bicycle lanes and cycle tracks. 

Mr. Keppard illustrated several examples of Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) in this region 
being used as tools for evaluating the impact of policies and projects on public health. They 
included a legislatively driven HIA that examined the potential health impacts of reducing 
the speed limit in communities from 30 mph to 25 mph, an HIA that considered the impact 
of potential MBTA service cuts and fare increases, and a study of healthy transportation 
access to Plymouth South High School.

Recent Forum Focused on Sustainable-Freight Planning

The Advisory Council has long been advocating about the importance of freight planning in 
the region. In December, the Council hosted a discussion on sustainable-freight issues at 
which Abby Swaine of the US Environmental Protection Agency was the guest speaker. Ms. 
Swaine provided highlights of the  
discussions that occurred at the New 
England Transportation Forum on 
Freight Issues at the Volpe National 
Transportation Systems Center in  
November. 

The wide-ranging discussion touched on 
numerous freight-related issues, from 
federal planning efforts to environmental 
sustainability. The role discussed for 
MPOs in freight planning included  
outreach to freight shippers and  
carriers to find out the issues that 
affect them, collecting data in order 
to allocate funding to freight projects 
according to need, and coordinating  
statewide planning efforts.

Conley Terminal, South Boston

mailto:publicinformation%40ctps.org?subject=
mailto:publicinformation%40ctps.org?subject=


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE BOSTON REGION MPO?

THERE’S MORE THAN ONE WAY TO FIND OUT...

TRANSREPORT is published by the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current 
transportation projects and issues in the Boston region. Comments and requests to be added to or removed from the 
distribution list are welcome and should be sent either to TRANSREPORT Editor, Boston Region MPO Staff, 10 Park Plaza, 
Suite 2150, Boston, MA 02116, or to publicinformation@ctps.org. TRANSREPORT is free. Its preparation is financed in part 

by grants from the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration.
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TRANSREPORT Editor
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State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza
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Boston, MA 02116

By Phone:
857-702-3700 (voice)
617-570-9193 (TTY)

By Email:
publicinformation@ctps.org

Paratransit Means Testing Pilot to Launch this Summer

The MBTA’s new Paratransit Means Testing initiative for THE RIDE was announced at the 
December AACT meeting by Michael Lambert, Deputy Administrator and Assistant to the 
MBTA General Manager. This six-month pilot program, expected to start in July, will  
determine the eligibility of RIDE customers who may qualify for discounted fares based  
on income. 

Applications for participating in the pilot program will be mailed to a random selection of 
600 current RIDE customers. Participants will be asked to provide documentation to verify 
their income and proof of participation in state-based benefit programs. 

The Paratransit Means Testing initiative was created by a partnership of the MBTA and 
paratransit advocates, including AACT, the Massachusetts Senior Action Council, the  
Boston Center for Independent Living, and the Disability Policy Consortium. 

Accessibility Summit a Success

The AACT Board of Directors wishes to thank all of those who participated in the  
Summit on Transit Accessibility in November. Each participant brought a unique  
perspective on accessibility to the discussion and the event was a great opportunity  
for learning and sharing.

Supplement your TRANSREPORT subscription by signing up on the MPO’s website,  
www.bostonmpo.org, to get news and updates through other timely avenues, such as 
our MPOinfo email list, RSS feed, and Twitter.

Join MPOinfo to receive emails about special upcoming MPO outreach meetings and  
other opportunities to weigh in about transportation-planning decisions. Notices are 
sent on an as-needed basis.

Subscribe to our RSS Feed to be notified when updates are made to our website. Never 
miss a beat! (The sign-up link is at the bottom of the MPO’s homepage.)

Or sign up on Twitter@BostonRegionMPO to get tweets notifying you about MPO meetings 
and other information about the transportation-planning process.
 
MPO meetings are open to the public. Find out when and where they are, and what’s on 
the agenda, by visiting the Calendar page of our website. (Click on the date of a meet-
ing in the Calendar for agendas and meeting materials.)

Transportation planning is a two-way street. Get in touch with us anytime by using our 
online comment form or emailing publicinformation@ctps.org.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

mailto:publicinformation%40ctps.org?subject=
http://www.bostonmpo.org
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/stay_connected
http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/calendar
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