
BOSTON – February 23, 2015 –State fisheries officials awarded 26 trophies to winners of the 2014 Massachusetts
Saltwater Fishing Derby during a ceremony held at the New England Boat Show in Boston on Saturday, February 21,
2015. Department of Fish and Game (DFG) Commissioner George Peterson, Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF)
Director Paul Diodati and DMF Assistant Director for Recreational Fisheries Mike Armstrong presented the awards.

"The Massachusetts coastline has always offered rich saltwater fishing for anglers from the Commonwealth and beyond,
and this year was no exception," said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Matt Beaton. "We're proud to
recognize these exceptional anglers for their fishing skills and outstanding catches, and encourage everyone to compete
in this year’s competition."

“Saltwater fishing is extremely popular in Massachusetts, with more than 150,000 licensed recreational anglers in the
Commonwealth,” said DFG Commissioner George Peterson. “The Massachusetts Saltwater Fishing Derby is a great
way to encourage more people to get out and enjoy fishing and other outdoor activities."

For a complete list of the 2014 winners, see the link to the Saltwater Fishing Derby.

DMF’s Saltwater Fishing Derby awards pins to all qualifying entries in 21 species categories and presents trophies to
anglers who landed the heaviest fish in each species category. Winners are chosen in three divisions: men, women and
juniors (age 15 and younger). There were a total of 100 entries from anglers from four states in 2014.

To qualify for the Saltwater Fishing Derby, entries must be caught by hook and line and weighed in at DMF-certified
weigh stations. Anglers participating in the catch and release component of the derby are required to submit a picture of
their fish on a measuring device.

DFG officials ask anglers to practice responsible fishing. DMF’s Responsible Angler Practices Brochure  instructs
anglers in how to properly handle and release fish, how to use tackle that minimizes unintended harm to fish and
reminds anglers to minimize fight time, properly dispose of trash and unwanted tackle, to use circle hooks, wide gap
hooks and barbless hooks and to take steps to protect habitat while fishing.

DFG is responsible for promoting the conservation and enjoyment of the Commonwealth's natural resources. DFG
carries out this mission through land protection and wildlife habitat management, management of inland and marine fish
and wildlife species and ecological restoration of fresh water, salt water and terrestrial habitats. DFG promotes
enjoyment of the Massachusetts environment through outdoor skills workshops, fishing festivals and other educational
programs and by enhancing access to the Commonwealth's rivers, lakes and coastal waters.
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