
SENATE . . . . No. 116
To accompany the petition of John T. Connor for legislation to make

certain changes in the laws relative to veterans’ benefits. Military
Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act making certain changes in the laws rela-

tive to veterans’ benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, os follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 115 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first paragraph in the definition of
4 “veteran”, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 584
5 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following paragraph: “Veteran”, any person, male
7 or female, including a nurse, whose discharge or re-
-8 lease from his last wartime service was other than
9 dishonorable or under dishonorable conditions, or who

10 died during such service under conditions other than
11 dishonorable, or under dishonorable conditions, and
12 who served in the army, navy, coast guard or marine
13 corps of the United States, or who, while a citizen of
14 this commonwealth, served in anv of its militarv or-
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15 ganizations mustered into the service of the Vnited
16 States during:

1 Section 2. The seventh paragraph of section 2of
2 said chapter 115, as amended by section 1 of chapter
3 535 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the word “demand”, in line 16, the
5 words: or wilfully refuses to reply to such demand,
6 so as to read as follows:
7 He may, by a written demand signed by him or by
8 his duly authorized agent, require the treasurer of a
9 savings bank, institution for savings, national bank,

10 trust company, co-operative bank, benefit associa-
-11 tion, insurance company or safe deposit company to
12 inform him of the amounts at any time deposited with
13 such corporation or association to the credit of a re-
-14 cipient of veterans’ benefits under this chapter or an
15 applicant therefor, or at any time withdrawn from
16 such corporation or association by such recipient or
17 applicant, and, in like manner, may require the em-
-18 plover of any such recipient or applicant, or of any
19 child of such recipient or applicant living in his house-
-20 hold, to inform him of the amount of money at any
21 time paid by such employer to such recipient, appli-
-22 cant or child, and any treasurer or employer who wil-
-23 fully renders false information in reply to such demand
24 or wilfully refuses to reply to such demand, shall for-
-25 feit fiftv dollars to the use of the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Section 3of said chapter 115, as ap-
-2 pearing in section 3 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946,
3 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph
4 and inserting in place thereof the following para-
-5 graph:
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6 The mayor of each city except Boston shall, subject
7 to the confirmation of the city council, and the select-
-8 men of each town may, annually in April, appoint a
9 veterans’ agent to act for him or them in the disburse-

10 ment of veterans’ benefits by such city or town. No
11 almoner or member of a local board of public welfare,
12 or officer performing similar duties, or any agent of
13 any of them, shall be so appointed; but this section
14 shall not be construed as prohibiting selectmen who
15 are also members of the local board of public welfare
16 from acting in their capacity as selectmen to adrain-
-17 ister the provisions of this chapter. A veterans’ agent
18 employed in a full time capacity, who has been in the
19 employ of a city or town as a veterans’ agent for a
20 period of three years or more may continue to serve
21 in such position and his tenure of office shall be un-
-22 limited, and he may be removed therefrom, lowered
23 in grade or compensation, or transferred, only in the
24 manner provided by the civil service laws.

1 Section 4. Section 5 of said chapter 115, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the first paragraph, as appearing in section 2 of chap-
-4 ter 535 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following paragraph:
6 Veterans’ benefits shall be paid to a veteran or de-
-7 pendent by the city or town in which he has a settle-
-8 ment, or, if he has no settlement in any city or town
9 within the commonwealth, by the city or town wherein

10 he resides; provided, that no benefits shall be paid
11 to a dependent unless he has resided within the com-
-12 monwealth continuously for three years next pre-
-13 ceding the date of his application for such benefits,
14 nor unless the veteran of whom he is a dependent has
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15’a settlement in the commonwealth or has actually
16 resided in the commonwealth for three years next
17 preceding Ihe date of dependent’s application for bene-
-18 fits. If the veteran is deceased at the time of the de-
-19 pendent’s application for benefits, no benefits shall be
20 paid to such dependent unless he has a settlement in
21 the commonwealth or has resided within the common-
-22 wealth continuously for three years next preceding
23 the date of his application for such benefits, nor unless
24 the veteran of whom he was a dependent had a settle-
-25 ment in the commonwealth at the time of his death
26 or had resided in the commonwealth for three years
27 next preceding the date of such veteran’s death. No
28 city or town shall pay such benefits to an applicant
29 who has no settlement therein until its veterans’ agent
30 has furnished to the commissioner such evidence as
31 he may require that the applicant is entitled to re-
-32 ceive such benefits and has received from said com-
-33 missioner an order fixing the amount and duration of
34 the same and stating such other conditions as the com-
-35 missioner may impose relative thereto. Said order
36 may be revoked or modified by the commissioner at
37 any time by giving written notice to said agent.
38 Within three days after his receipt of an application
39 for veterans’ benefits from a person who has a settle-
-40 ment in some other city or town, the veterans’ agent
41 of the city or town of the applicant’s residence shall
42 notify the commissioner and the veterans’ agent of
43 the city or town of the applicant’s settlement, who
44 shall forthwith investigate the claim. If the city or
45 town of settlement of such applicant unreasonably
46 delays in granting such benefits to him after receipt of
47 said notice, the town of the applicant’s residence shall
48 forthwith grant such benefits as the commissioner may
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49 order, and shall be reimbursed in full therefor by the
50 town of the applicant’s settlement. Any veterans’
51 agent required to act on such order of the commissioner
52 who refuses and neglects to comply therewith shall be
53 punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor
54 more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 5. Chapter 116 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 4, as amended
3 by section 5 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 4- If a veteran or dependent of a veteran
6 whose service qualified him to receive veterans’ bene-
-7 fits under chapter one hundred and fifteen receives
8 benefits or treatment in any hospital or other institu-
-9 tion, such benefits or treatment shall not have the
10 effect of preventing or defeating the acquisition of a
11 legal settlement.



I






