
SENATE . . . . No. 166
To accompany the petition of Vernon L. Fermerda and others for

legislation to revise the charter of the city of Northampton. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act to revise the charter of the city of North-
hampton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of North-
-2 ampton shall continue to be a body politic and cor-
-3 porate under the name of the city of Northampton,
4 and as such shall have, exercise, and enjoy all the
5 rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and shall
6 be subject to all the duties and obligations now in-
-7 cumbent upon and pertaining to the said city as a
8 municipal corporation.

1 Section 2. The administration of all the fiscal,
2 prudential, and municipal affairs of the said city, with
3 the government thereof, shall be vested in an officer to
4 be called the mayor, a council of eleven to be called
5 the city council, and the members thereof shall be
6 sworn to the faithful performance of their duties. A
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7 majority of the city council shall constitute a quorum
8 for the transaction of business.

1 Section 3. After the acceptance of this act, the
2 city shall continue to be divided into seven wards as
3 they now exist, but the city, by vote of its city coun-
-4 cil, may make a new division of its territory into such
5 number of wards as they may determine from time
6 to time pursuant to the provisions of General Laws.

1 Section 4. The municipal election shall take place
2 on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem-
-3 ber biennially commencing with the year nineteen
4 hundred and fifty-one and the municipal year shall
5 begin on the first Monday of January following such
6 election. All elections of officers who are voted for by
7 the people shall be held at meetings of the citizens
8 qualified to vote at such elections in their respective
9 wards.

1 Section 5. Election officers for each voting pre-
-2 cinct shall be appointed by the mayor pursuant to
3 and in accordance with the provisions of General
4 Laws.

1 Section 6. The mayor shall be elected by and
2 from the qualified voters of the city, voting in their
3 respective wards.

1 Section 7. One city councillor shall be elected by
2 and from the qualified voters of each ward and shall,
3 at the time of election be a resident of the ward in
4 which elected.
5 Four city councillors shall be elected by and from
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6 the qualified voters of the city, voting in their re-
-7 spective wards, and shall be known as councillors-at-
-8 large. The four councillors-at-large shall be those
9 receiving the greatest number of votes for the office of

10 councillors-at-large.

1 Section 8. At the biennial municipal elections
2 the voters shall cast their ballots for the choice of
3 mayor, members of the city council, members of the
4 school committee, city clerk, trustees under the will of
5 Charles E. Forbes, secretary and treasurer of the
6 trustees of the Forbes Library, elector under the
7 Oliver Smith Will and superintendents of Smith’s
8 Agricultural School. At such election, the qualified
9 voters in the several wards shall give in their votes by

10 ballot for the several offices to be filled. All the votes
11 so given shall be assorted, counted, declared and re-
-12 corded in open ward meeting by causing the names of
13 the persons voted for and the number of votes given
14 for each to be written in the ward record at length.
15 The clerk of the ward, within twenty-four hours
16 thereafter, shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of the
17 record of such election certified by the warden and
18 clerk and a majority of the inspectors. The city coun-
-19 cil shall, within ten days thereafter, examine the copies
20 of the records of the several wards, certified as afore-
-21 said, and shall cause the person who shall have been
22 elected to be notified in writing of his election; but
23 if no person is elected mayor, or if the person elected
24 shall refuse to accept the office, or if the mayor-elect
25 shall die before he qualifies by taking his oath of office
26 of if he fails, neglects or refuses to qualify by taking
27 his oath of office within sixty days from the first Mon-
-28 day of January following his election, the city council
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29 shall issue warrants for a new election, and the same
30 proceedings shall be had in all respects as are herein-
-31 before provided for the election of mayor, and from
32 time to time shall be repeated until a mayor shall be
33 elected and shall accept said office and qualify therefor.
34 The oath prescribed by this act shall be administered
35 to the mayor by the city clerk or by any justice of the
36 peace and a certificate thereof shall be entered in the
37 journal of the city council. Each city councillor shall
38 be notified in writing of his election by the city clerk.
39 If no person is elected a city councillor by and from
40 the qualified voters ofany ward or if there is a failure to
41 elect four councillors-at-large, or if any councillor
42 having been declared elected shall refuse to accept the
43 office, or if such elected councillor shall die before he
44 qualified by taking the oath of office or if such elected
45 councillor neglects or refuses to qualify taking the
46 oath of office within sixty days from the first Monday
47 of January following his election or within sixty days
48 following notice to him of his election if elected subse-
-49 quent to said first Monday of January, the city council
50 by a majority vote shall issue warrants for a new elec-
-51 tion, and the same proceedings shall be had in all re-
-52 spects as are hereinbefore provided for the election of
53 mayor, and from time to time shall be repeated until
54 such a city councillor shall be elected and shall accept
55 said office and qualify therefor, except that in the case
56 of the failure to elect a city councillor by and from the
57 qualified voters of any ward, or the death of before
58 qualification or refusal to accept by or neglect or refusal
59 to quality by such an elected councillor as set forth
60 above, the city council shall issue warrants for a new
61 election to the election officers in the ward affected by
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62 such death, refusal to accept or neglect or refusal to
63 qualify the same to be held in said affected ward only.
64 If a vacancy occurs in the city council by the death or
65 resignation of one of its members said vacancy shall be
66 filled by vote of the majority of the remaining members
67 of the city council. In the event that said vacancy
68 shall occur by reason of the death or resignation of a
69 councillor elected by and from the qualified voters of
70 any ward that vacancy shall be filled by the choice of a
71 qualified voter from said ward who shall be of the same
72 political affiliation as his predecessor, if any. For the
73 purpose of filling a vacancy in the city council the
74 mayor shall have a vote but only to end a deadlock.
75 The city council-elect shall, on the first Monday of
76 January following their election at ten o’clock in the
77 forenoon, or on the following day whenever said first
78 Monday of January falls on a holiday, convene at
79 which time the oath required by this act shall be ad-
-80 ministered to the members of said council present, by
81 the mayor, city clerk, or by any justice of the peace;
82 and a certificate of such oath having been taken, shall
83 be entered upon the journal of the mayor and city
84 council by the clerk. After the oath has been adminis-
-85 tered as aforesaid, the city council shall organize by the
86 election of one of its own members as president, to hold
87 office during that municipal year. In case of the ab-
-88 sence of the mayor-elect on the first Monday of Janu-
-89 ary, or if a mayor shall not have then been elected, the
90 city council shall organize itself in the manner herein-
-91 before provided, and may proceed to business in the
92 same manner as if the mayor were present; and the
93 oath of office may at any time within sixty days there-
-94 after be administered to the mayor, and to any mem-
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95 her of the city council who may have been absent at the
96 organization. The city council shall keep a record of
97 its own proceedings and judge of the elections of its
98 own members. All sessions of the city council shall be
99 public.

1 Section 9. The mayor shall hold office for two
2 municipal years next following his election, and until
3 his successor is chosen and qualified, and the members
4 of the city council shall hold office for the two munici-
-5 pal years next following their election, and until a
6 majority of the succeeding council is chosen and quali-

-7 fied. The president of the city council shall be the
8 acting mayor of the city during the absence from the
9 city, of the mayor and, in case of a vacancy in the

10 office of the mayor or his inability to act, the president
11 of the city council shall be the mayor for the remainder
12 of the unexpired term of the formally elected mayor.

1 Section 10. The mayor shall be the chief execu-
-2 tive officer of the city. He shall cause the laws and
3 regulations of the city to be enforced and shall keep a
4 general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate
5 officers. He may call special meetings of the city
6 council when in his opinion the interests of the city
7 require it, by causing notice thereof to be left at the
8 usual place of residence of each member of the city
9 council. He may, from time to time, communicate to

10 the city council, such information and recommend
11 such measures, as the business and interests of the
12 city may in his opinion require. He shall, when pres-
-13 ent, preside over the city council. His salary shall be
14 fixed by the city council, and shall be payable at stated
15 periods, but shall not be increased or diminished dur-
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16 ing the term for which he is elected. He shall receive
17 no other compensation from the city.

1 Section 11. Every ordinance, order, resolution, or
2 vote, except the election of an officer, of the city conn-
-3 cil, shall be presented to the mayor of the city. If he
4 approves thereof, he shall signify his approval by sign-
-5 ing the same, but if he does not approve thereof, he
6 shall return the ordinance, order, resolution, or vote,
7 with his objections in writing, to the city council. The
8 city council shall enter the objections of the mayor, at
9 length, on its records, and shall proceed to reconsider

10 such ordinance, order, resolution, or vote; and if,
11 after such reconsideration, two thirds of the members
12 present and voting notwithstanding such objections,
13 agree to pass such ordinance, order, resolution or vote,
14 it shall be in force, but in all cases the vote shall be
15 determined by yeas and nays; and if such ordinance,
16 order, resolution or vote is not returned by the mayor
17 within ten days after it has been presented to him, the
18 same shall be in force; provided, that if any ordinance,
19 order, resolution, or vote embraces distinct subjects
20 the mayor may approve the provisions, relating to one
21 or more of the subjects and not approve of the other
22 provisions, and so much of the same as the mayor may
23 not approve of shall be reconsidered as above provided.

1 Section 12. The executive power of said city
2 with all the powers heretofore vested by special statute
3 in the mayor, aldermen, and common council except
4 as provided in this act, shall be vested in and exercised
5 by the mayor and city council as fully as if the same
6 were herein specifically enumerated. The mayor and
7 city council shall have full and exclusive power to
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8 appoint all subordinate officers whose election or ap-
-9 pointment is not herein provided for, and the same

10 to remove at pleasure. The city council shall establish
11 a wage scale for all city employees not inconsistent
12 with law. The compensation of all subordinate officers
13 not otherwise provided for shall be fixed by vote of
14 the city council within the wage scales established
15 by the city council. The city council unless otherwise
16 specifically provided herein, shall have the care, cus-
-17 tody and management of all city property, with power
18 to let what may be legally let, and to sell, purchase, or
19 hire property, real or personal, in the name and for the
20 use of the city, whenever the interests or convenience
21 of the city may in their judgment require it; and they
22 shall as often as once a year, cause to be published for
23 the use of the inhabitants, a particular account of the
24 receipts and expenditures, and a schedule of city prop-
-25 erty and of the city debt.

1 Section 13. In all cases in which appointments are
2 directed to be made by the mayor and city council, the
3 mayor shall have exclusive power of nomination, which
4 nomination shall be subject, however, to confirmation
5 or rejection by the city council, and no member of the
6 city council shall be eligible during the term for which
7 he is elected, by appointment or election, to any office,
8 the salary of which is payable out of the city treasury.

1 Section 14. The city clerk shall hold office for
2 two municipal years next following his election and
3 until his successor is chosen and qualified. He shall
4 also be clerk of the city council, and shall be sworn to
5 the faithful performance of his duties. He shall per-
-6 form such duties as shall be prescribed by the city
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7 council, and he shall perform all the duties and exer-
-8 cise all the powers encumbent by law upon him. He
9 shall deliver to his successor in office, as soon as chosen

10 and qualified, all the records, journals, documents,
11 papers and property held by him in his said capacity.
12 Any vacancy occurring in this office shall be filled for
13 the remainder of the term by vote of the city council.
14 The city clerk shall receive such compensation as the
15 city council shall determine.

1 Section 15. The city solicitor of the city of North-
-2 ampton shall be appointed by the mayor, without
3 confirmation by the city council, in the month of Jan-
-4 uary following his election, or whenever a vacancy in
5 the office of city solicitor shall occur, and may be re-
-6 moved at any time by the mayor in like manner.
7 Except as hereinafter provided, the city solicitor shall
8 assume the duties of his office on the day following his
9 appointment and shall serve until his successor assumes

10 said duties. He shall receive such compensation as the
11 city council shall determine.

1 Section 16. The school committee shall consist
2 of the mayor of the city ex-officio and nine other per-
-3 sons, inhabitants thereof, who shall be elected by the
4 qualified voters of the city at large voting in their
5 respective wards.
6 At the biennial municipal election to be held in the
7 year nineteen hundred and fifty-one, and at every
8 biennial municipal election thereafter, two members
9 of the school committee shall be elected from the in-

-10 habitants of the city at large, who shall succeed the
11 two members of the school committee elected at large
12 at the biennial municipal election in the year nineteen
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13 hundred and forty-nine and who shall serve for the
14 term of the two years commencing with the first Mon-
15 day of January next ensuing and until their successors
16 are elected and qualified.

17 At the biennial municipal election to be held in the
18 year nineteen hundred and fiftv-one and at every

19 second biennial municipal election thereafter there
20 shall be elected three members of the school committe
21 one each from the inhabitants of wards two, four and
22 six each to hold office for the term of four years from
23 the first Monday of January, next ensuing and until
24 their successors are elected and qualified.
25 At the biennial municipal election to be held in the
26 year nineteen hundred and fifty-three and at every

27 second biennial municipal election thereafter there
28 shall be elected four members of the school committee
29 one each from the inhabitants of wards one, three, five
30 and seven, each to hold office for the term of four years

31 from the first Monday of January then next ensuing
32 and until their successors are elected and qualifier
33 The control of the public schools shall be vested in
34 the school committee which shall exercise the powers

35 and discharge the duties imposed by law upon school
36 committees subject to the provisions of this act. The
37 mayor shall be ex-officio chairman of the board and
38 shall have a casting vote. The committee may elect
39 from its own number a vice-chairman who shall pre-
40 side in the absence of the mayor. The committee shall
41 annually appoint a secretary who shall perform all
42 of the duties prescribed by law and such other duties
43 as shall be prescribed by vote of the school committee.
44 The secretary may be removed by a majority vote of
45 the committee. The committee shall employ but not
46 from their own number, a superintendent of the
47 schools. Any vacancies occurring in the committee
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48 may be filled by the joint ballot of the city council and
49 the school committee in convention at any time, and
50 the member so elected shall hold office for the unex-
-51 pired term of the member who has ceased to hold
52 office. The members of the school committee shall
53 serve without compensation.

1 Section 17. The legal voters of the city shall con-
-2 tinue as heretofore to elect at each biennial election
3 the Trustees under the Will of Charles E. Forbes and
4 the secretary and treasurer of the trustees of the Forbes
5 Library then to be elected, for terms of four years
6 from the first Monday of January following their
7 election and until their successors shall be elected and
8 qualified.

1 Section 18. The legal voters of the city shall con-
-2 tinue as heretofore to elect at each biennial election,
3 an elector under the Oliver Smith Will to serve for
4 two years from the first Wednesday of May following
5 said election and until his successor is elected and
6 qualified.

1 Section 19. The legal voters of the city shall con-
-2 tinue as heretofore to elect at each biennial municipal
3 election, the superintendents of Smith’s Agricultural
4 School to serve for two years from the first Monday
5 of January following said election and until their suc-
-6 cessors are elected and qualified.

1 Section 20. The offices of the city treasurer and
2 of the collector of taxes shall be held by one person
3 who shall be known as the treasurer-collector of the
4 city of Northampton and who shall be appointed by
5 the mayor and confirmed by the city council in the



SENATE —No. 166. [Jan.12

r.

6 month of February for the term of three years from
7 the first day of March then next ensuing or until a
8 successor is appointed and qualified. The mayor and
9 city council shall have the power to remove the treas-

-10 urer-collector after hearing upon charges preferred by
11 the mayor or any member of the city council. A two-
-12 thirds vote of the city council shall effect removal.
13 The treasurer-collector shall collect all accounts due
14 the city or any department, sub-department or com-
-15 mission, or agency thereof whether in the form of
16 taxes, assessments or otherwise and shall disburse
17 all moneys of the city as required by law and under
18 the direction of the city council. The treasurer-col-
-19 lector shall keep a true and accurate account of all
20 moneys collected and disbursed. The treasurer-col-
-21 lector shall have all of the remedies provided by law
22 for the collection of all such taxes, assessments and
23 levies both on real estate, personal estate and excises.
24 The provisions herein shall not apply to the collection
25 of interest on investments or sinking or trust funds.
26 All bills for accounts due the city shall state that all
27 checks, drafts or money orders shall be made payable
28 to or to the order of the city and not to the order of
29 any officer, board or commission. The salary of the
30 treasurer-collector shall be fixed by vote of the city
31 council within the wage scales established by the city
32 council. The incumbent of the office of city treasurer
33 and the incumbent of the office of collector of taxes
34 at the time of the adoption of this act shall respectively
35 continue to hold office until their successor hereunder
36 is appointed and qualified.

1 Section 21. An auditor, who shall be known as
2 the city auditor, shall be appointed by the mayor and
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3 confirmed by the city council in the month of February
4 for a term of three years from the first Monday of
5 March then next ensuing or until a successor shall be
6 appointed and qualified. The mayor and city council
7 shall have the power to remove the citj'- auditor after
8 hearing upon charges preferred by the mayor or any
9 member of the city council. A two-thirds vote of the

10 city council shall effect removal. The city auditor
11 shall perform all of the duties of a city auditor pre-
-12 scribed by law and such other duties as the city council
13 shall by ordinance prescribe. The salary of the city
14 auditor shall be fixed by the city council within the
15 wage scales established by the city council.

1 Section 22. A purchasing agent who shall be
2 known as the city purchasing agent shall be appointed
3 by the mayor and confirmed by the city council in
4 the month of February for a term of three years from
5 the first Monday of March then next ensuing or until a
6 successor shall be appointed and qualified. The mayor
7 and city council shall have the power to remove the
8 city purchasing agent after hearing upon charges pre-
-9 ferred by the mayor or any member of the city council.

10 A two-thirds vote of the city council shall effect re-
-11 moval. The city purchasing agent shall have at least
12 three years’ prior experience as a purchasing agent.
13 He shall purchase all supplies for the city and for
14 every department, commission or board thereof except
15 in case of emergency and shall perform such other
16 duties as the city council shall prescribe. All purchases
17 or contracts for purchases exceeding one hundred dol-
-18 lars in amount shall be based upon competition. A
19 record shall be kept by the city purchasing agent of
20 the prices paid for the supplies and shall be open to
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21 the inspection of any citizen. The city purchasing
22 agent may employ such assistants as the city council
23 may determine. The salaries of the city purchasing
24 agent and assistants shall be fixed by the city council
25 within the wage scales established by the city council.

1 Section 23. A city physician who shall be a legal
2 voter in the city shall be appointed by the mayor and
3 confirmed by the city council in February to hold
4 office for one year from the first Monday of March

ntil a successor shall have been5 then next ensuing or unt
6 appointed and qualified. The city physician may be

id city council after hearing
lyor or any member of the

removed by the mayc

8 upon complaint of the r
9 city council. A majority

10 effect removal. The city
vote of the city council shall
physician shall perform such

11 duties and render such services as shall be prescribed
12 by the city council. The city physician shall be a
13 member ex-officio, with the power to vote, of the board
14 of health and his salary shall be fixed by the city
15 council within the wage scales established by the city
16 council.

1 Section 24. Upon the adoption of this act there
2 shall be established a public safety commission which
3 shall consist of five persons who are legal voters of the
4 city and who are not members of either the fire or
5 police departments, to be appointed by the mayor and
6 confirmed by the city council first elected under this
7 act and who shall serve without compensation for a
8 term of five years from the first Monday of March
9 following appointment. One member of this commis-

-10 sion shall be appointed annually in the month of
11 February save that at its inception four of such mem-
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12 bers shall be appointed for one, two, three and four
13 year terms respectively or until their successors shall
14 be appointed and qualified.
15 The mayor and city council shall have power of re-
-16 moval of members of the commission on written
17 charges preferred by the mayor or any member of the
18 council. A majority vote of the city council shall effect
19 removal. The commission shall elect one of its mem-
-20 bers as chairman, to serve for one year, and shall keep
21 a written record of all its proceedings. It shall make an
22 annual report, with recommendations, to the city
23 council. The commission shall have jurisdiction over
24 the police and fire departments and over each member
25 of each department, and shall fix their salaries within
26 the wage scales established by the city council.
27 The fire department shall consist of a chief, as many
28 deputy chiefs, captains and other members as the
29 commission shall determine, but the numbers of the
30 department shall not be increased or decreased except
31 by vote of the city council upon recommendation
32 by the commission to the mayor. Nothing in this pro-
-33 vision is to be construed as affecting the right of the
34 commission to remove members of the fire department
35 in accordance with this act.
36 The police department shall consist of a chief, and
37 such other officers and members as the commission
38 shall prescribe but shall not be increased or decreased
39 except by vote of the city council upon recommenda-
-40 tion by the commission to the mayor. Nothing in this
41 provision is to be construed as affecting the right of
42 the commission to remove members of the police de-
-43 partment in accordance with this act.
44 The commission shall appoint all members of both
45 the police and the fire departments, by vote of the
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46 majority. The commission may employ such lay
47 assistance for either department as they may deem
48 necessary and fix the compensation for the same within
49 the wage scales established by the city council. The
50 commission shall hold hearings in case of charges pre-
-51 ferred against members in either the police or fire de-
-52 partments, in accordance with state civil service
53 procedure. The commission shall prepare an annual
54 budget for each department and submit the same to
55 the mayor. The budgets shall be drawn up in two
56 sections, one covering operating expenses, the other
57 covering capital improvements. The commission
58 shall have charge of the operation, maintenance and
59 use of the city ambulance or ambulances, and shall
60 make rules and regulations pertaining thereto, and
61 shall attend to the proper enforcement of the same.
62 The commission shall have the power to make rules
63 and regulations for the government of the police and
64 fire departments and shall attend to the proper en-
-65 forcement of the same. The offices of chief and the
66 deputies of the fire department shall be placed under
67 civil service.

1 Section 25. Upon the adoption of this act there
2 shall be established a board of public works in this
3 section called the board which shall consist of five
4 persons who are legal voters of the city to be appointed
5 by the mayor and confirmed by the city council first
6 elected under this act and who shall serve without
7 compensation for a term of five years. One member
8 of this board shall be appointed annually in the month
9 of February save that at its inception, four of said

10 members shall be appointed for one, two, three and
11 four year terms respectively, or until their successors
12 shall be appointed and qualified. Said board shall
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13 have jurisdiction of the functions now performed by
14 the present board of public works, water department,
15 sewer department, park department, city engineer,
16 building inspector, wire inspector, fire alarm inspector,
17 and plumbing inspector. The existing board of public
18 works, water department, sewer department and park
19 department are hereby abolished except as hereinafter
20 provided and the new board of public works created
21 by this act shall assume all powers and duties of the
22 above named departments on the first Monday of
23 March following its creation. The mayor and the
24 city council, by majority vote, may at any time remove
25 any member of said board by written charges pre-
-26 ferred by the mayor or any member of the city council.
27 Vacancies shall be filled by the mayor and confirmed
28 by the city council to fill unexpired terms. The mem-
-29 bers of the board of public works shall annually ap-
-30 point a clerk to be under their direction and control.
31 It may establish sub-departments and appoint, but
32 not from their own number, superintendents thereof.
33 It may combine and consolidate supervision of any
34 of the sub-departments. The board shall have the
35 power to make rules and regulations for the govern-
-36 ment of the sub-departments and shall attend to the
37 proper enforcement of the same. The board shall have
38 jurisdiction over sub-departments and over each mem-
-39 ber of each sub-department. It shall fix all salaries
40 of the personnel within its jurisdiction within the wage
41 scales established by the city council. The board shall
42 appoint all employees by majority vote in accordance
43 with civil service regulations. It shall hold hearings
44 in case of charges preferred against members of its
45 respective sub-departments in accordance with civil
46 service regulations. The board shall prepare annual
47 budget estimates for each sub-department and sub-
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48 mit them to the mayor in accordance with law. Each
49 sub-department budget is to be kept separate, and all
50 funds collected for the sewer and water tax and use
51 are to be used for sewage disposal and water supply
52 respectively. A sub-department of building inspec-
-53 tion shall be established which may be headed by the
54 building inspector and shall include the wiring inspec-
-55 tor, the superintendent of fire alarms, and the plumbing
56 inspector and their respective departments. The board
57 shall appoint a civil engineer in accordance with civil
58 service regulations. He shall be known as the city
59 engineer and shall perform such duties as may be re-
-60 quired of him by said board. It shall be the duty of
61 the board to create a sub-department of engineering
62 under the city engineer capable of providing whatever
63 engineering services may be needed by this and other
64 boards, departments and commissions of the city.
65 The board shall elect one of its members as chairman
66 to serve for one year from the first Monday of March.
67 It shall keep a written record of all its proceedings.
68 It shall annually make a written report covering each
69 sub-department with recommendations, to the city
70 council. The board of public works, unless otherwise
71 specifically provided herein, shall have the care and
72 superintendence of the city buildings and all other
73 real estate owned by or under the control of the city.
74 The present water commissioners, sewer commis-
-75 sioners, members of the board of public works and
76 park commissioners, shall continue to serve until the
77 new board of public works established hereby is ap-
-78 pointed and qualified.

1 Section 26. The board of health of the city shall
2 consist of five, persons who are legal voters of the city
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3 selected as follows: Four to be appointed by the mayor
4 and confirmed by the city council to serve without
5 compensation for terms of four years, one to be ap-
-6 pointed each year as vacancies occur, save at the in-
-7 ception when the four members shall be appointed
8 for terms of one, two, three and four years respectively
9 and until their successors are elected and qualified.

10 The fifth member of the board of health shall be the
11 city physician. The mayor and city council shall
12 have the power to remove members of the board of
13 health after hearing upon complaint of the mayor or
14 any member of the city council. A majority vote of
15 the city council shall effect removal. The board of
16 health may appoint a physician to the board who shall
17 be a person other than the city physician and who shall
18 hold office during the pleasure of the board. The
19 board of health may appoint, but not from its own
20 number, a clerk of the board who shall perform such
21 duties as the board shall prescribe and who shall hold
22 office during its pleasure. The board of health shall
23 have the power to make such rules and regulations as
24 will protect the health of the city and its inhabitants
25 and shall attend to the enforcement of the same. The
26 board of health may employ the necessary officers,
27 agents and assistants to execute the health laws and
28 its regulations. The board of health shall annually
29 elect one of its members as chairman who shall keep
30 or cause to be kept, a written record of all of the pro-
-31 ceedings of the board. The board shall make an annual
32 written report, with recommendations to the city
33 council and shall prepare an annual budget and sub-
-34 mit the same to the mayor. All positions of appoint-
-35 ment of the board now under civil service shall con-
-36 tinue under civil service and vacancies therein shall
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37 be filled by appointment by a vote of the majority of
38 the board, subject however to the laws, rules and regu-
-39 lations of civil service. The board shall have juris-
-40 diction over all of its officers, agents, and assistants
41 and shall fix their salaries within the wage scales estab-
-42 lished by the city council. The board shall hold hear-
-43 ings in case of charges preferred against its agents,
44 officers and assistants who are under civil service in
45 accordance with state civil service procedure.

1 Section 27. Upon the adoption of this act there
2 shall be established a board of public welfare, in this
3 section called the board, which shall consist of five
4 persons who are legal voters of the city to be appointed
5 by the mayor and confirmed by the city council first
6 elected under this act, and who shall serve without
7 compensation for a term of five years. One member
8 of this board shall be appointed annually in the month
9 of January, save that at its inception, four of said

10 members shall be appointed for one, two, three and
11 four years respectively, or until their successors shall
12 be appointed and qualified. Said board shall have
13 the care and oversight of all poor and indigent persons
14 lawfully settled within the city, whenever they stand
15 in need of relief and support and so long as they re-
-16 main in the charge of said city; and shall see that all
17 such poor and indigent persons are suitably relieved,
18 supported and employed in the infirmary, or in such
19 other manner as the city elects, or otherwise at the
20 discretion of the board and as provided by the Laws
21 of this commonwealth. The existing board of welfare
22 is hereby abolished except as hereinafter provided and
23 the new board of public welfare, created by this act,
24 shall assume all its powers and duties on the first day
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25 of March following appointment by the mayor and
26 confirmation by the city council. The mayor and city
27 council, by majority vote, may at any time remove
28 any member of said board on written charges preferred
29 by the mayor or any member of the city council.
30 Vacancies shall be filled by the mayor and confirmed
31 by the city council to fill unexpired terpas. The mem-
-32 bers of the board of public welfare shall annually
33 appoint a clerk to be under its direction and control.
34 The board shall have complete charge of the depart-
-35 ment of public welfare and shall fill all vacancies in
36 the department, in conjunction with civil service, by a
37 majority vote of the board. All positions of appoint-
-38 ment by the board, now under civil service, shall con-
-39 tinue under civil service. The board shall elect one
40 of its members as chairman to serve for one year from
41 March first and shall keep a written record of all its
42 proceedings. It shall make an annual report, with
43 recommendations to the city council. The board shall
44 have jurisdiction over all its officers, agents, assistants
45 and employees, and shall fix their salaries within the
46 wage scales established by the city council and con-
-47 sistent with federal and state government rules and
48 regulations governing the same. The board shall pre-
-49 pare an annual budget and submit the same to the
50 mayor. The members of the present board of public
51 welfare shall continue to serve until the new members
52 of the board of public welfare are appointed and
53 qualified.

1 Section 28. The city council shall annually in
2 the month of February elect by ballot one person, a
3 legal voter in the city, to be a member of the board of
4 assessors of taxes of the city for the term of three years
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5 from the first Monday of March then next ensuing
6 and until his successor has been chosen and qualified.
7 The present incumbents shall hold office until their
8 terms expire and their successors are elected and
9 qualified. The persons so elected shall constitute the

10 board of assessors and shall exercise the powers and be
11 subject to the duties and liabilities of assessors in
12 towns. Any vacancy occurring in said board may be
13 filled by vote of the city council at any time and the
14 member so elected shall hold office only for the unex-
-15 pired term of the member who has ceased to hold office.
16 All taxes in the city shall be assessed, apportioned and
17 collected in the manner prescribed therein and by the
18 General Laws. The compensation of the assessors
19 shall be fixed by vote of the city council within the
20 wage scales established by the city council.

1 Section 29. There shall be, pursuant to General
2 Laws, a board of registrars of voters consisting of four
3 persons who are legal voters in the city. The mem-
-4 bers of the board of registrars of voters shall be ap-
-5 pointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the
6 city council. The members of the present board of
7 registrars of voters shall continue to serve until their
8 present terms of office expire and their successors are
9 chosen and qualified.

1 Section 30. The board of license commissioners
2 heretofore established, shall continue pursuant to
3 General Laws, and the members thereof shall continue
4 to serve until their present terms of office expire and
5 their successors are chosen and qualified. The new
6 members thereof shall be appointed by the mayor
7 subject to confirmation by the city council.
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1 Section 31. The city planning board heretofore
2 established shall continue pursuant to General Laws
3 and the members thereof shall continue to serve until
4 their present terms of office expire and their successors
5 are chosen and qualified. The new members thereof
6 shall be appointed by the mayor subject to confirma-
-7 tion by the city council.

1 Section 32. The board of almoners of the city,
2 under the provisions of the Whiting Street Will, shall
3 be constituted, elected and shall continue to serve and
4 perform the same functions as heretofore; namely,
5 the city council shall annually in the month of Febru-
-6 ary, elect two persons, residents of the city, to serve as
7 members of said board for the term of three years from

then next ensuing and until
shall be elected and quali-
ex-officio chairman of said
asting vote; any vacancies

8 the first Monday of Marc
9 their respective successo]

10 fied. The mayor shall t
11 board and shall have a
12 occurring in said board may be filled by ballot of the
13 city council at any time. The members of said board
14 shall serve without compensation.

1 Section 33. The city council shall annually in the
2 month of February elect by ballot one person, a legal
3 voter of the city, to be a member of the trust fund
4 committee for the term of three years from the first
5 Monday of March then next ensuing and until his
6 successors shall be elected and qualified. The present
7 incumbents shall hold office until their terms expire
8 and until their successors shall be elected and quali-
-9 fied. The persons so elected shall constitute the trust

10 fund committee of the city and shall have charge of
11 the trust funds and trust property held by said city
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12 and not herein otherwise provided for. Any member
13 of the committee may be removed from office for cause
14 by vote of the city council at any time. Any vacancy
15 occurring in said committee may be filled at any time
16 by vote of the city council. The members of said
17 committee shall serve without compensation. ,

1 Section 34. The city council shall annually in
2 the month of February elect by ballot two persons,
3 legal voters of the city, to be members of the cemetery
4 committee of the city for the term of three years from
5 the first Alonday of March then next ensuing and
6 until their successors shall have been elected and
7 qualified. The present incumbents shall hold office
8 until their terms expire and until their successors are
9 elected and qualified. The persons so elected shall

10 constitute the cemetery committee of the city and
11 shall have charge and control of the cemeteries and
12 burial places in the city. Any member of the com-
-13 mittee may at any time be removed from office for
14 cause by the city council. Any vacancy occurring in
15 said committee may be filled at any time by vote of
16 the city council. The members of said committee
17 shall serve without compensation.

1 Section 35. Prior to every election, the mayor
2 and city council shall make out lists of all the citizens
3 of each ward qualified to vote in such election, in the
4 manner provided by law; and, for that purpose, they
5 shall have full access to the assessors’ books and lists,
6 and may call upon any of the city officers for assistance;
7 and they shall deliver the lists so prepared and cor-
-8 rected to the clerks of the several wards, to be used at
9 such election.
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1 Section 36. General meetings of the citizens
2 qualified to vote may, from time to time, be held
3 according to the rights secured to the people by the
4 constitution of this commonwealth; and such meet-
-5 ings may, and upon the request, in writing, of fifty
6 qualified voters, setting forth the purposes thereof,
7 shall be duly warned by the mayor and city council.

1 Section 37. The mayor and city council, when no
2 convenient ward room for holding the meeting of the
3 citizens of any ward can be had within the territorial
4 limits of such ward, may direct in the warrant for
5 calling such ward meeting that the same be held in
6 some convenient place in an adjacent ward of said
7 city, and for such purpose the place so assigned for
8 the meeting of the citizens of any such ward shall be
9 deemed a part of such ward.

1 Section 38. The city council shall have power to
2 make and establish such ordinances and by-laws as
3 cities and towns have power by law to make and es-
-4 tablish; such ordinances and by-laws to have force
5 and effect within said city without approval by the
6 superior court or any justice thereof, and without being
7 entered and recorded in the office of the clerk of the
8 courts in the county in which said city is situated; and
9 said city council shall have power to modify, amend

10 or repeal the same, and to affix such penalties for the
11 breach thereof as are not inconsistent with the laws
12 of the commonwealth; provided, however, that all
13 ordinances and by-laws heretofore enacted by the
14 city council which have not expired by their own
15 limitation or have not been revised or repealed by the
16 city council, shall hereafter, until they expire by their
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17 own limitation, or until they are revised or repealed
18 by the city council, continue in force and effect. All
19 fines and forfeitures for the breach of any ordinance
20 or by-law shall be paid into the city treasury, and any
21 complaint for any breach thereof may be made by the
22 mayor, city clerk, city treasurer and collector or chief
23 of police.

1 Section 39. No money shall be paid from the
2 city treasury unless granted or appropriated by the
3 city council, and said city council shall require all
4 officers intrusted with the receipt, custody, or dis-
-5 bursement of money to give bonds with sufficient
6 penalties and sureties for the faithful performance
7 of their duties.

1 Section 40. The city council shall have exclusive
2 authority and power to lay out, alter or discontinue
3 new street, highway, or town way, or portion
4 thereof, and to estimate the damages any individual
5 may sustain thereby; and any person dissatisfied
6 with the decision of the city council in the estimate of
7 damages, may make complaint to the superior court
8 or the county commissioners for the county of Hamp-
-9 shire, in term time or vacation, within one year after

10 such decision, whereupon the same proceedings shall
11 be ]iad as are now provided by law in cases where
12 persons are aggrieved by the assessment of damages
13 bv selectmen.

1 Section 41. The city council may establish fire
2 limits within said city, and may from time to time
3 change the same; and may, by ordinance, regulate
4 the construction and location of all buildings erected
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5 within said fire limits, and the size and material of
6 which they shall be constructed and may make such
7 other rules and regulations as shall tend to insure the
8 same from damage by fire; provided, that such rules
9 and regulations shall not be inconsistent with the laws

10 of this commonwealth.

1 Section 42. The city council may cause the ways,
2 streets, lanes and avenues of said city to be lighted,
3 and for that purpose may erect posts, construct lamps
4 and electric light or other circuits, lay gas pipes or
5 other apparatus in said ways, streets, lanes, and
6 avenues, and do such other things as may be necessary
7 to carry into effect such purpose.

1 Section 43. The sinking fund committee, the
2 city improvement committee, and the library com-
-3 mittee, now being obsolete, are hereby abolished.

1 Section 44. All general laws in force in the said
2 city when this act shall take effect as hereinafter pro-
-3 vided, and all special laws then in force in said city or
4 fire district thereof, shall continue in force in said city
5 until modified, changed or repealed so far as the same
6 are consistent with this act.

1 Section 45. All official bonds, recognizances, obli-
-2 gations, contracts and other instruments entered into
3 or executed by or to the city before its adoption of this
4 act, and all taxes, special assessments, fines, penalties,
5 forfeitures incurred or imposed, due or owing to the
6 city, shall be enforced and collected, and all writs,
7 prosecutions, actions and causes of action, except as
8 herein otherwise provided, shall continue without
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9 abatement and remain unaffected by reason hereof,
10 and no legal act done by or in favor of the city shall
11 be rendered invalid by the adoption of this act. All
12 persons holding office in said city at the time this act
13 shall take effect shall continue to hold the same not-
-14 withstanding the passage hereof, until the organiza-
-15 tion of the city government hereby authorized shall
16 be effected and until the successors of such officers shall
17 be elected or appointed and qualified or their office
18 abolished by the terms of this act unless otherwise
19 specifically provided herein.

1 Section 46. For the purpose of organizing the
2 government hereby authorized, and of putting the
3 same into operation, the aldermen, for the time being,
4 of said city shall issue their warrants pursuant to the
5 General Laws, for the election of the city and ward
6 officers provided for herein and shall make their
7 returns of said election pursuant to General Laws.
8 Each person elected to the several city and ward
9 offices at this and subsequent biennial city elections,

10 unless otherwise provided for, shall serve for a term
11 of two years commencing on the first Monday of
12 January following said election. All appointments or
13 elections provided to be made by the city council of
14 said city as soon after its organization as may be con-
-15 venient shall, after the effective date of this act, be
16 made as soon after the beginning of the municipal
17 year as may be convenient. >

1 Section 47. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by a majority of the legal voters of said
3 city present and voting thereon at the biennial state
4 election held on the first Tuesday next following the
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5 first Monday of November, nineteen hundred and
6 fifty. This act shall be duly submitted for acceptance
7 by the legal voters of said city, in the form of the
S following question, which shall be placed upon the
9 official ballot, to be used at said election: “Shall an

10 act passed by the general court in the year nineteen
11 hundred and fifty entitled ‘An Act to revise the char-

-12 ter of the city of Northampton’ be ac- j
13 cepted?” If a majority of the votes cast

S ‘ j- -

1 . . ,
. .

NO. i14 on said question are in the affirmative, ——*——

15 this act shall thereupon take effect; otherwise, it
16 shall be of no effect.








