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Department of Correction,
State House, Boston 33, November 5, 1951.

To the General Court of Massachusetts, State House, Boston.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, a copy of
the recommendations of the Commissioner of Correction,
to be contained in the Annual Report of this Depart-
ment, is submitted herewith, together with drafts of bills
embodying the legislation recommended.

These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for
the House of Representatives, as required by law.

Very truly yours,

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts

MAXWELL B. GROSSMAN,
Commissioner of Correction.
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1. Under present law, prisoners serving a life sentence
are not eligible for release on parole. This bill provides
for those serving life sentences to be eligible for release
on parole, and will be a cause for all those serving a life
sentence to be treated equally, and eliminate to some
degree petitions for executive clemency which have been
brought about to obtain the same results.

2. This bill is to correct an amendment made in 1951,
at which time it was believed, inadvertently, that there
was omitted provision for the visit of an inmate to view
the remains of a father, mother, child, brother, sister,
husband or wife of a prisoner. There are times when
members of the family of the deceased are anxious to
have the prisoner view the remains rather than attend
the funeral. The bill provides for the warden’s or super-
intendent’s discretion as to what is best, both for the wel-
fare of the prisoner and the bereaved.

3. This is a bill providing in the case of those who are
sentenced to State Prison to grant authority to the Parole
Board to release such a prisoner after completing one third
of his minimum term. The present law restricts the re-
lease to two thirds of the minimum term. This bill, as
under the present law, leaves to the discretion of the
Parole Board a release of a prisoner sentenced to State
Prison at any time after he has served one third of the
minimum term of sentence.

RECOMMENDATIONS.


