
HOUSE .... No. 673
By Mr. Campbell of Worcester, petition of the Massachusetts Real

Estate Association that a referendum be provided in cities and towns
in connection with certain housing projects. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act providing for a referendum in cities and

TOWNS IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN HOUSING PROJ-

ECTS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide an im-
-3 mediate opportunity to voters in cities and towns to
4 pass upon certain housing projects, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary
6 for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-7 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cftc Commontoealtf) of sgagsadbugetts

1 Chapter 4of the General Laws, as appearing in the
2 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding
3 after section 5 thereof the following new section:
4 Section SA. No board or officer of the common-
-5 wealth or of any political subdivision thereof, nor any
6 housing authority acting either on its own account
7 or as an agent of a city or town or of the common-
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8 wealth, or of the federal government, no urban re-
-9 development corporation, nor any public or private

10 corporation organized for the purpose of carrying out
11 a housing project if the real estate of such housing
12 project shall be for any period of time wholly or par-
-13 tially exempt from taxation under chapter fifty-nine
14 of the General Laws, shall commence any housing
15 project, other than a project to provide temporary
16 shelter, unless written notice thereof shall have been
17 given to the mayor of the city or the selectmen of the
18 town in which such project is to be commenced, nor
19 unless such project shall have been authorized by a
20 majority of the votes cast in an election held as here-
-21 inafter provided. Upon receipt of notice as afore-
-22 said the mayor or selectmen shall forthwith call a

23 special city or town election, unless the notice is re-
-24 ceived in time to put the question hereinafter re-
-25 ferred to upon the official ballot at the next biennial
26 or regular city election or annual town election, and
27 shall have the votes counted and the result of the
28 referendum hereinafter referred to transmitted to the
29 board, officer, housing authority, urban redevelop-
-30 ment corporation or other corporation sending the
31 notice within sixty days after the original notification
32 to said mayor or selectmen. If the mayor or select-
-33 men call a special city or town election it shall be
34 called and held upon such a day as to permit the
35 counting of the votes upon the question hereinafter
36 referred to and the return of the result to the board,
37 officer, housing authority, urban redevelopment cor-
-38 poration or other corporation sending the notice
39 within the sixty days above mentioned. On the offi-
-40 cial ballot for each such biennial or regular or special
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41 city election or annual or special town election, there
42 shall be placed the following question:
43 “Shall the (description of project) be au- tks.

44 thorized in this (city, town)?”
45 The votes upon such referendum shall be counted
46 and returned to the city or town clerk in the same
47 manner as votes for candidates in municipal elections.
48 Said clerk shall forthwith notify the board, officer,
49 housing authority, urban redevelopment corporation
50 or other corporation sending the notice, of the result
51 of the referendum.




