
HOUSE .... No. 845
By Mr. Howard of Westminster, petition of J. Philip Howard for

legislation relative to withrawal by towns from school superintend-
ency unions. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two,

An Act amending the method by which towns may

WITHDRAW FROM SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENCY UNIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 61 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as
2 amended by chapter 643 of the acts of 1951, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “if a majority of
4 the voters of the town voting on the question of such
5 withdrawal at an annual town meeting vote in favor
6 thereof”, and by inserting in place thereof the
7 following: if a two-thirds majority of the voters of
8 the town voting on the question of such withdrawal
9 at an annual town meeting vote in favor thereof, -

10 and by inserting at the end of said section the follow-
-11 ing; the question of such withdrawal shall be
12 placed upon the official ballot used at such annual
13 town meeting only upon the request of a majority of
14 the school committee of such town or upon the written
15 petition of not less than twentv per cent of the regis-
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1G tered voters of said town, so as to read as follows:
17 The school committees of two or more towns, each
18 having a valuation less than two million five hundred
19 thousand dollars, and having an aggregate maximum
20 of seventy-five, and an aggregate minimum of twenty-
-21 five, schools and committees of four or more such
22 towns, having said maximum but irrespective of said
23 minimum, shall form a union for employing a super-
-24 intendent of schools. A town whose valuation exceeds

25 said amount, may participate in such a union but
26 otherwise subject to this section. Such a union shall
27 not be dissolved except by vote of the school com-
-28 mittees representing a majority of the participating
29 towns with the consent of the department,' nor by
30 reason of any change in valuation or the number of
31 schools, except any town with a valuation of over two
32 million dollars may withdraw from such a union if a
33 two-thirds majority of the voters of the town voting
34 on the question of such withdrawal at an annual town
35 meeting vote in favor thereof. The question of such
36 withdrawal shall be placed upon the official ballot
37 used at such annual town meeting only upon the re-
-38 quest of a majority of the school committee of such
39 town or upon the written petition of not less than
10 twenty per cent of the registered voters thereof.


