
HOUSE .... No. 872
By Mr. Howard of Westminster, petition of J. Philip Howard for

legislation relative to the operation of motor vehicles when approaching
school buses. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act amending the law relative to the pre-

cautions OF PERSONS OPERATING MOTOR VEHICLES

WHEN APPROACHING SCHOOL BUSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 14 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in the first para-
-3 graph, after the word “direction”, the words “on a
4 divided highway”, so as to read as follows: —-

5 Section 14- Every person operating a motor vehicle
6 shall bring the vehicle and the motor propelling it
7 immediately to a stop when approaching a horse or
8 other draft animal being led, ridden or driven, if such
9 animal appears to be frightened and if the person in

10 charge thereof shall signal so to do; and, if traveling
11 in the opposite direction to that in which such animal
12 is proceeding, said vehicle shall remain stationary so
13 long as may be reasonable to allow such animal to
14 pass; or, if traveling in the same direction, the per-
-15 son operating shall use reasonable caution in there-
-16 after passing such animal. In approaching or passing
17 a car of a street railway which has been stopped to
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18 allow passengers to alight from or board the same,
19 the person operating a motor vehicle shall not drive
20 such vehicle within eight feet of the running board or
21 lowest step of the car then in use by passengers for
22 the purpose of alighting or boarding, except by the ex-
-23 press direction of a traffic officer or except at points
24 where passengers are protected by safety zones. When
25 approaching a vehicle which displays a sign bearing
26 the words “school bus” as provided in section seven
27 B, and which has been stopped to allow passengers
28 to alight from or board the same, a person operating
29 a motor vehicle shall, except when approaching from
30 the opposite direction, bring his vehicle to a full stop
31 immediately before passing said other vehicle and shall
32 not thereafter proceed at a rate of speed in excess of
33 ten miles per hour while passing said other vehicle.
34 Upon approaching a pedestrian who is upon the trav-
-35 eled part of any way and not upon a sidewalk, every
36 person operating a motor vehicle shall slow down. The
37 person operating a motor vehicle on any way or a curve
38 or a corner in said way where his view is obstructed
39 shall slow down and keep to the right and upon ap-
-40 preaching any junction of said way with an intersect-
-41 ing way shall, before entering the same, slow down and
42 keep to the right of the center line. When turning to
43 the right, an operator shall do so in the lane of traffic
44 nearest to the right-hand side of the roadway and as
45 close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of
46 roadway. When approaching for a left turn, an op-
-47 erator shall do so in the lane of traffic to the right of
48 and nearest to the center line of the roadway and the
49 left turn shall be made by passing to the right of the
50 center line of the entering way where it enters the in-
-51 tersection from his left.


