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By Mr. Reilly of Boston, petition of the Associated Fire Fighters

of Massachusetts for the establishment of a board or panel to settle
matters of difference between city or town officers and members of
the fire fighting forces and fire alarm divisions of cities and towns.
Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two

An Act to establish a board or panel relative to
THE SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CITY OR

TOWN OFFICIALS AND THE MEMBERS OF THE FIRE-

FIGHTING FORCE AND FIRE ALARM DIVISION OF THE

RESPECTIVE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of gen-
-2 eral or special laws, in case there shall arise a dispute,
3 controversy or disagreement between the officials of
4 any city or town, and the members of the fire-fight-
-5 ing force and hre alarm division of the fire department
6 of the respective city or town in relation to wages,
7 working conditions, hours of employment, vacations,
8 injured or sick leave, or in addition thereto any other
9 matter, question, dispute or controversy affecting

10 any substantial rights, benefits, privileges or duties,
11 not regulated by civil service law or rule, the members
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of the uniformed fire-fighting force and fire alarm di-
vision, upon the filing with the said officials of said
city or town of a petition signed by not less than
sixty per cent of the members of the uniformed fire-
fighting force and fire alarm division requesting arbi-
tration of the said dispute, controversy, question or
matter, the same shall be submitted to arbitration in
the following manner:
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(a) Within ten days following the filing of the pe-
tition to the official of said city or town he shall des-
ignate one person of his choice to act as arbitrator to
discuss, consider and settle the questions at issue as
stated in the said petition, and the petitioners shall
either have named an arbitrator to act for the mem-
bers designated as such in the said petition, or shall
have chosen and designated in the petition persons
having authority to choose and designate a person to
act as an arbitrator who shall likewise be chosen
within ten days following the filing of said petition.
Upon the filing of the said petition the commissioner
of the department of labor and industries shall be
notified by the petitioners to appoint an impartial
third member who will act as chairman of the board.
The said arbitrators so named shall thereupon enter
upon a discussion, consideration and by mutual ne-
gotiations endeavor to reach an agreement and settle-
ment of the various questions over which an arbi-
tration has been requested in the said petition.
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In considering the said matter the said two arbi-
trators may hold hearings, if they deem the same to
be helpful or advisable, and consider testimony, af-
fidavits and documents which may be submitted to
them at their invitation, in an effort to reach an
agreement on all points in controversy. The inter-
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ested parties shall be required to submit all docu-
ments and information within their knowledge and
control. If the said arbitrators reach an agreement
on all points, questions and issues as set forth in the
said petition, they shall reduce the same to writing
and file the same with the official of said city or town,
and the same shall be binding upon the officials of the
city or town and upon the members of the fire de-
partment.

(6) The said hearing shall be informal and the rules
of evidence prevailing in judicial proceedings shall not
be binding. Any or all documentary evidence or
other data deemed relevant by the arbitrators may
be received in evidence. A transcript of the proceed-
ings including a reasonable fee for the arbitrators,
not to exceed fifty dollars per day each for the time
expended by them, shall be borne by each of the
parties.

(c) The hearing or hearings conducted by the arbi-
trators shall be concluded within twenty days of the
time of the commencement of said hearings, and
within ten days from the conclusion of the hearing
the arbitrators shall make written findings and pro-
mulgate a written opinion and award upon the issues
presented, and shall mail or otherwise deliver a true
copy thereof to the attorney or other designated
representatives of the official and members of the
said fire department. A majority decision by the
arbitrators shall constitute a controlling and final
decision on any of the questions submitted to and
considered by the said board effectual as of the time
stated by the said arbitrators, which shall be not
later than thirty days after notice of the award, ex-
cepting only in cases requiring the raising of addi-
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tional funds by providing for them in the city budget
and by taxation, in which case the arbitrators may
set a later effective date for the earliest feasible
time. The said arbitrators may make awards of
money immediately or retroactively owing, even
though payment thereof should have to be deferred.
The decision of the said arbitrators shall be final and
binding upon the employees of the fire department
and the officials of said city or town, regardless of
anything to the contrary contained in any charter
provision or any ordinance and any inconsistent
charter provisions or ordinances which are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
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It shall be the duty of the officials of the city or
town government to provide funds for payment of
any awards made by the arbitrators in the next
city budget and to raise money therefor by taxation.
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(d) The provisions of this amendment and of any
arbitration award made pursuant thereto are in-
tended to be and shall be subject to the General Laws
of the state of Massachusetts pertaining to the con-
duct and regulation of the fire department of the
city of Boston.
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(e) Saving Clause: If any part, article, section,
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this amend-
ment is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional,
such decision shall not affect the validity of the re-
maining parts, articles, sections, subsections, sen-
tences, clauses or phrases of this amendment or the
amendment as an entirety.
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