
HOUSE .... No. 1139
By Mr. McCarthy of East Bridgewater (by request), petition of the

Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association relative to permitting certain
towns to revoke their acceptance of special acts. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two

An Act permitting certain towns to revoke their

ACCEPTANCE OF CERTAIN SPECIAL ACTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 4of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 4 the following section:
3 Section 4A. At any time after the expiration of
4 one year from the date on which any special act of
5 the legislature has been accepted by the voters of
6 a town, and not less than sixty days before the date
7 of an annual meeting, a petition signed by not less
8 than ten per cent of the registered voters of the town
9 may be filed with the selectmen, requesting that the

10 question of revoking the acceptance of any special
11 act be submitted to the voters. Thereupon the select-
-12 men shall cause the question of revocation of the ac-
-13 ceptance of such special act to be placed on the ballot
14 at the next annual election. At said election the vote
15 shall be taken in answer to the following question,
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16 which shall be printed on the official ballot: “Shall
17 the acceptance by the town of of an
18 act passed by the General Court in the year , 7

19 being chapter of the acts of
20 entitled ‘An Act providing in the town
21 of be revoked?’ ” If such revocation is
22 favored by a majority of the voters voting thereon by
23 ballot, the acceptance of said act shall be revoked and
24 said act shall become null and void beginning with
25 the first day of the month next following said revoca-
-26 tion. This section shall not apply in cities, nor in
27 towns having a population in excess of fifteen thousand
28 inhabitants, nor shall it apply to any acceptance by
29 a town authorizing but not requiring it to act in any
30 manner, nor to any action taken under chapters thirty-
-31 one or thirty-two.


