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By Mr. Constantino of Clinton (by request), petition of Joseph L.
Richards and others for a legislative amendment to the Constitution
to provide that real estate assessments shall be reasonable and pro-
portional to the site value of the property assessed. Constitutional
Law.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate
2 and House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby
3 declares it to be expedient to alter the Constitution by
4 the adoption of the following Article of Amendment,
5 to the end that it may become a part of the Constitu-
-6 tion, if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
7 General Court and approved by the people at the state
8 election next following:

9

10 Article IV of Section lof Chapter lof Part the
11 Second of the Constitution of the Commonwealth
12 is hereby amended by striking out, beginning in the
13 eighteenth line thereof, the words “proportional and
14 reasonable assessments, rates, and taxes upon all the
15 inhabitants of, and persons resident, and estates lying,
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Proposal for a legislative amendment to the con-
stitution PROVIDING THAT ASSESSMENTS, RATES, AND

TAXES UPON ALL ESTATES LYING WITHIN THE COM-

MONWEALTH SHALL BE REASONABLE AND PROPOR-
TIONAL TO THE SITE VALUE THEREOF.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT,



2 [Jan. 1952.HOUSE —No. 1939.

16 within the said commonwealth” and inserting in place
17 thereof the words: assessments, rates, and taxes
18 upon all estates lying within the said commonwealth,
19 which shall be reasonable and proportional to the site
20 value thereof, and by adding at the end thereof the
21 following paragraphs:
22 In assessing the site value of any estates in land
23 lying within the said commonwealth for purposes of
24 taxation, assessors shall determine the fair market
25 value thereof and add thereto the tax levied thereon
26 in the year immediately preceding capitalized at the
27 percentage of interest determined to be current for
28 unsubsidized real estate first mortgages by the depart-
-29 ment of corporations and taxation and promulgated
30 to assessors by the commissioner of said department
31 not later than December twentieth in each such pre-
-32 ceding year, and the sum of these capital values shall
33 be the assessed value for purposes of taxation.
34 In assessing the taxable value of buildings and other
35 improvements in or upon estates within the said com-
-36 monwealth, after the passage of this amendment, as-
-37 sessors shall allow a depreciation of five per centum
38 for each year elapsed thereafter from and in reduction
39 of the valuation for tax purposes of the year in which
40 this amendment is adopted; and all new construction
41 shall be depreciated from its appraised value at the
42 accumulated rate of depreciation at which buildings
43 and other improvements existing at the time of the
44 adoption of this amendment are being depreciated
45 from the valuation in the year in which this amend-
-46 ment is adopted, beginning in the year in which it
47 first is assessed, and shall continue to be depreciated
48 for purposes of taxation at the same rate as other
49 buildings and other improvements.


