
I

#

HOUSE .... No. 1955

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE
OF SWIMMING POOLS, SKATING RINKS
AND OTHER RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
IN THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT AREA.

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 5, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts
in General Court assembled.

Chapter 26 of the resolves of the current year directs
the Metropolitan District Commission to make an inves-
tigation and study relative to the establishment and
maintenance of swimming pools, skating rinks and other
recreational facilities in the Metropolitan District area,
as follows:

Cfje Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby-
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of the
subject matter of current senate documents numbered 282 and 284,
and of current house documents numbered 290, 390, 464, 879, 1119,
1120, 1121, 1122, 1123, 1389, 1640, 1875, 1878 and 2039, relative to
the establishment and maintenance of swimming pools, skating rinks
and otherrecreational facilities in the metropolitan district area. Said
commission shall report to the general court the results of its in-
vestigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
sentatives not later than the first Wednesday of December in the
current year. Approved June 28, 1961.
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Of the foregoing documents, nine call for the construc-
tion of swimming pools in various sections of the Metro-
politan Parks District. House, No. 290 recommends
construction of swimming and wading pools, a locker
building and a playground development in Somerville at
or near the intersection of Alewife Brook Parkway and
Mystic Valley Parkway. House, No. 390 authorizes the
construction of a swimming pool at a suitable location in
Chelsea. House, No. 879 calls for a playground area and
an outdoor swimming pool and field house in Roxbury.
House, No. 1119 authorizes the acquirement of city of
Boston land adjacent to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir in
Brighton, and the construction of a swimming pool,
skating rink, locker building and other recreational fa-
cilities thereon. House, No. 1120 asks for the construc-
tion of a swimming pool and locker building in the Allston
district of Boston. House, No. 1121 authorizes the ac-
quirement of city land at Orchard Park in Roxbury and
the construction of an outdoor pool. House, No. 1123
authorizes the construction of a pool and locker building
on the Charles River in the vicinity of the Dorchester
(sic) district of Boston. House, No. 1389 asks for ac-
quirement of city of Boston land known as Dorchester
Park and the construction of a swimming pool on said
land. House, No. 1640 authorizes the construction of a
pool in Cambridge, between Hawthorne Street and
Gerry’s Landing, to be designated “Governor’s Pool.”

During the past few years swimming pools have been
constructed by the commission in the Stoneham section
of the Middlesex Fells Reservation, which began opera-
tion in the early summer of 1950; in the Allston-Brighton
district of Boston, which opened June 15, 1951; at Maga-
zine Beach in Cambridge, which began operation in early
July, 1951; at the Charlesbank in the West End district
of Boston, which also opened in early July, 1951; and at
the Charles River Reservation in Waltham, a pool to be
ready for operation at the beginning of the 1952 season.
In addition, a pool at Dealtry Memorial Beach in Water-
town has been authorized, but restrictions on the use of



1952.] HOUSE —No. 1955. 3

�

I

scarce materials, the inadequacy of the appropriation, and
a question as to the suitability of the proposed site has
delayed a start on this pool. The fiscal 1952 supple-
mentary budget includes an allowance of $350,000 for the
construction of a pool at Saxon Foss Park in Somerville.

The Stoneham pool, for which a total of $145,000 has
been provided, is 150 feet by 60 feet, with a wading pool
50 feet in diameter. The shower and locker building has
checking accommodations for about 900.

The Magazine Beach pool, for which $325,000 was ap-
propriated, is 165 feet by 50 feet, with a diving pool 40
feet by 50 feet, a wading pool 30 feet in diameter, and
checking accommodations for about 900 in the locker
building.

The Brighton pool, for which $300,000 was provided, is
165 feet by 50 feet, with a diving pool 40 feet by 50 feet,
a wading pool 40 feet by 50 feet, and checking accommo-
dations for 900.

The Charlesbank pool, which has cost about $600,000
is 185 feet by 60 feet, with a diving pool 50 feet by 60 feet,
an oval wading pool about 75 feet by 35 feet and checking
accommodations for 1,000 or more.

The Waltham pool, for which $207,000 has been appro-
priated, will be 165 feet by 58 feet. Diving or wading
pools are not included and the locker building will accom-
modate about 700.

The substantial difference in cost in comparing the
Stoneham pool with the others reflects, to some degree,
the sharp increases in construction wr ork prices during
the past few years, the Stoneham pool having been
started about two years earlier than those more recently
finished.

Senate Bill No. 202 would direct the commission to con-
struct an outdoor artificial skating rink of standard size
for the playing of hockey and a locker building at Marine
Park in South Boston. House Bill No. 464 calls for a
similar rink on the Storrow Memorial Embankment in
the West End district of Boston, and House Bill No. 1122
would direct the commission to acquire the William
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Eustis Playground on Norfolk Avenue in the Roxbury
district, to improve it for recreational purposes and con-
struct an outdoor skating rink. Each of the three imme-
diately foregoing projects would run to about $250,000 in
cost. In this connection, the commission has received
informal suggestions that arena type hockey rinks be
constructed, one in particular to be located in the north-
erly section of the Parks district, where high school
hockey teams would be granted a preferred use of such
arenas for practice and the playing of regularly scheduled
games, as present accommodations, limited generally to
the Boston Arena, are ■woefully inadequate.

The Commission has one artificial ice skating rink on
its schedule, for which the 1950 legislative session pro-
vided $145,000, to be constructed in the Blue Hills Reser-
vation or its vicinity, but restrictions on the use of scarce
materials on recreational projects have prevented a start
of the work.

Senate Bill No. 284 would direct the Commission to
construct a lagoon at Savin Hill Cove in the Dorchester
district of Boston, in such a manner as shall beautify and
improve said cove and promote rowing, sailing and other
forms of outdoor recreation.

The estimated cost of a development of this kind would
be at least $1,000,000, and, as there is some question as
to the feasibility of such a project, particularly as regards
the problem of stagnation in a lagoon of this type, the
Commission believes a more thorough investigation than
is now possible, should be made before any definite con-
clusion as to its advisability can be reached.

House Bill No. 1875 calls for the construction and main-
tenance of a wading pool and play area for small children
in the Readville section of Boston, to be located between
River Street and Readville Street.

This project is, of course, desirable for the advantages
it would give a thickly populated neighborhood, and
would cost about $lOO,OOO.

House Bill No. 1878 would provide for a study and sur-
vey preliminary to the establishment of recreational fa-
cilities at Horn Pond in the city of Woburn.
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There is little doubt that the development of the
shores of Horn Pond adjacent to Woburn Parkway would
provide a splendid opportunity for recreation for people
in this section of the Parks district. The Commission
estimated that $150,000 would be needed to suitably de-
velop the area.

House Bill No. 2039 would authorize an educational
program for children at the Commission’s Zoo in Stone-
ham, acquire by purchase certain animals for display
purposes, and make such capital outlay improvements as
are deemed wise to adequately carry out such a program.

This Zoo was founded in 1899 and has grown from
small beginnings into a compact and attractive zoological
collection, patronized and enjoyed by many thousands of
people from all parts of the Metropolitan District. Its
development has been gradual over the years, since it
was established with little or no expense for animals, as
most of the specimens in the Zoo have been acquired by
donations and trades.

At the present time it needs a new chain link fence
enclosure for bears, a new building for the larger cat
animals, such as lions, tigers and jaguars, and for other
tropical animals, like monkeys, zebras, antelopes, etc.
A new bird house for the proper display of birds is needed,
and a feed house and new public sanitaries are advisable.
The commission estimates the cost of these improvements
at $200,000.

In conclusion, the Commission would again respect-
fully invite the attention of the General Court, as it did
in its report to the 1951 legislative session on a number of
bills for recreational and other developments (House,
No. 2133, 1951), to the enforcement by the National
Production Authority of restrictions against the use of
scarce materials on recreational projects, as it must re-
gretfully advise that these restrictions are still in force in
a more rigid form, if that were possible, than they were
years ago.

In these circumstances the Commission believes it
would be desirable to postpone any affirmative action on
the further development of swimming pools, skating
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rinks and similar facilities until an overall survey of the
Metropolitan Parks District to determine if a well-
balanced plan for the development of such projects can-
not be prepared, which would show suitable or logical
locations for such facilities, the order in which they
should be attempted as the district may be able to afford
them, and such other pertinent information as may be
useful to the Legislature in considering a long-range
recreational program for the whole district.

A substantial budget allowance to make this study, at
least $20,000 is recommended.

All of which is

Respectfully submitted,

EDGAR F. COPELL,
Commissioner.






