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HOUSE .... No. 1956

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE
EXTENSION OF AND CERTAIN ALTER-
ATIONS IN THE MYSTIC VALLEY PARKWAY.

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston S, December 5, 1951

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of Me
setts in General Court Assembled.

Chapter 30 of the Resolves of the current year provides
for an investigation and study by the Metropolitan
District Commission of the extension of and certain
alterations in the Mystic Valley Parkway, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of the
subject matter of current house document numbered 179, authorizing
and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct an
underpass on Main Street at its junction with the Mystic Valley
parkway in the city of Medford and to make any land takings required
for such purpose, and current house document numbered 2041, pro-
viding for the extension of the Mystic Valley parkway in the city of
Medford. Said commission shall report, as soon as may be, to the
general court the results of its investigation and study, including
plans, specifications and cost, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same
with the clerk of the house of representatives from time to time, but
not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current year.
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House, No. 179.
This bill was incorporated for study in a resolve of the

1950 legislative session (chapter 66), and was reported
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by the Commission in House Document No. 2133
the current year.

Since its earlier report the Commission has given
further consideration to the possibility of constructing
an underpass on Main Street, Medford, at the junction
of Mystic Valley Parkway, and, while it would un-
doubtedly serve a very useful purpose, it would be ex-
tremely costly, as the underground structure would be
6 feet to 8 feet below the water level of the Mystic
River.

The Commission must reluctantly reiterate its recom-
mendation of last year, that action on this project be
deferred pending the construction of the boulevard
from Fellsway West to the Mystic Valley Parkway (the
Gravelly Creek project, so called) as authorized by
chapter 773 of the Acts of 1950, to determine the effect
the new boulevard, which parallels south-bound traffic,
will have in diverting traffic from Medford Square.

House, No. 2044.

This bill directs the Commission to construct an
extension of the Mystic Valley Parkwr ay on the east side
of the Mystic River from High Street at the Arlington-
Medford line.

The Commission believes that this project is desirable
inasmuch as there is a roughly graded gravel road of
25 to 30 feet in width at this location which now
serves the residents of that area. To construct a sealed
oil gravel road for this extension would involve a length
of 4,500 feet, a width of 26 feet and cost $20,000,
including drainage.

The only objection to this development is the hazard
that might be created in the vicinity of Duggar Park
playground, which is used by many children, particularly
those of pre-school age.

Respectfully submitted

EDGAR F. COPELL
Conimissic


