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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDING
LEGISLATION TO INCREASE THE SALARY
OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC
SAFETY.

Commission on Administration and Finance
State House, Boston 33, March 12, 1952.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am enclosing herewith proposed legislation under the
provisions of chapter 7, section 7, of the General Laws:

An Act increasing the Salary of the Commissioner
of Public Safety.

This bill is submitted after comparison of the salary
paid officials of other States with comparable title and
consideration of the relationship of this position to the
functions of the entire Department.

The Commissioner is head of the uniformed branch of
the State Police, and for duties comparable in other
States, receives a salary in general agreement with other
States. In addition, however, differing in many respects
from other States, the Commissioner of Public Safety is
charged with the responsibility in that position for many
other functions and duties of the Commonwealth which
should be considered in fixing compensation for the
position.

The Commissioner is chairman of the Boxing Commis-
sion and is administrative head of the Department, in-
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eluding the Division of Fire Prevention, Division of In-
spections, licensing of private detectives, ticket agents
and booking agents.

Under the Divisions of Building Inspection, Boiler In-
spection and Fire Prevention, the Commissioner is charged
with the enforcement of all rules and regulations, a police
power differing from other States, where such agencies
are generally part of other departments of government.

While the Commissioner is more identified with the
activities of the uniformed branch of the State Police,
with its complete development of police functions and
for which his present salary compares with other States,
his large responsibility for the other phases of the work
of the Department of Public Safety is not compensated
as compared with other States.

I therefore recommend consideration of the proposed
legislation so that the compensation of the Commissioner
of Public Safety may be comparable for duties and re-
sponsibility with other departments of the Common-
wealth.

Very truly yours,

THOMAS H. BUCKLEY,
Commissioner of Administration
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act increasing the salary of the commissioner
OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 2of chapter 22 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 570 of the acts of
3 1951, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5, the
4 word ‘ ‘ ten ’ ’ and inserting in place thereof the word;
5 twelve, —soas to read as follows: Section 2. Upon
6 the expiration of the term of office of a commissioner,
7 his successor shall be appointed by the governor, with
8 the advice and consent of the council, for five years.
9 The commissioner shall receive such salary, not ex-

-10 ceeding twelve thousand dollars, as the governor and
11 council determine.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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