
House of Representatives, May 27, 1952.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill relative to the organization, powers and
duties of the state board for vocational education (House,
No. 2358), report that the same ought to pass in the form
of a new draft herewith submitted (House, No. 2480).

For the committee,

FRED C. HARRINGTON

HOUSE No. 2480

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thou»»nd Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act relative to the organization, powers and
DUTIES OF THE STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDU-
CATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 15 of the General Laws, most
2 recently amended by chapter 652 of the acts of 1947,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out section 6A,
4 as most recently amended by section 7 of chapter 652
5 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following section:
7 Section 6A. The state board for vocational educa-
-8 tion shall consist of the board of education, whose
9 chairman shall be chairman of the said state board

10 for vocational education; the commissioner of educa-
-11 tion; the chairman of the industrial accident board;
12 and five other persons appointed by the governor,
13 with the approval of the council, to serve for terms of
14 six years each, one of the said five persons to be a
15 physician registered to practice in the commonwealth,
16 one an employee who shall be a member of a labor
17 union, one an employer, one a representative of a

18 casualty insurance company, and one who has under-
-19 gone a rehabilitation training program. The state
20 board for vocational education is hereby designated
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21 to co-operate with the office of education, federal
22 security administration or its successors, in the ad-
-23 ministration of the act of congress approved February
24 twenty-third, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and
25 any acts inamendment thereof and in addition thereto,
26 relating to vocational education in agriculture, dis-
-27 tributive occupations, household arts and trades and
28 industries, and secure for the commonwealth the bene-
-29 fits thereof; (2) in the administration of the act of
30 congress approved June second, nineteen hundred and
31 twenty, entitled “An Act to provide for the promotion
32 of vocational rehabilitation of persons disabled in in-
-33 dustry and otherwise and their return to civil employ-
-34 ment” and any acts in amendment thereof and in
35 addition thereto, and to secure for the commonwealth
36 the benefits thereof; and (3) to co-operate with the
37 veterans administration in the administration of fed-
-38 eral laws and regulations relative to the rehabilitation
39 of disabled veterans of World War 11, and to secure
40 for the commonwealth the benefits of said laws and
41 regulations; and to perform such other duties as may
42 be imposed upon it by law. The state board for vo-
-43 cational education shall serve without compensation,
44 but shall be entitled to travel and other necessary ex-
-45 penses incurred in the performance of its duties. It
46 shall be furnished with suitable quarters and may ex-
-47 pend for salaries and other necessary expenses such
48 amount as shall be appropriated therefor by the gen-
-49 eral court, together with any funds received by the
50 state treasurer from the federal government under
51 any of said acts.

1 Section 2, Chapter 74 of the General Laws, most
2 recently amended by chapter 772 of the acts of 1950,
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3 is hereby further amended by inserting immediately
4 before the last paragraph of section 1 the following
5 paragraph:
6 “State board”, the state board for vocational edu-
-7 cation.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 74 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 2, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 446 of the acts of 1938, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. The commissioner under the direction
6 of the state board shall investigate and promote dis-
-7 tributive occupations, industrial, agricultural and
8 household arts education, and initiate and superin-
-9 tend the establishment and maintenance of schools

10 for the aforesaid forms of education, and shall super-
-11 vise and approve such schools as provided in sections
12 one to thirty-seven, inclusive.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 74 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the word “commissioner”
3 wherever it appears in sections 5, 6, 7, 7A, 8, 14A and
4 18, and inserting in place thereof, in each instance,
5 the words: the commissioner under the direction
6 of the state board.

1 Section 5. Section 22E of said chapter 74, as
2 inserted by chapter 206 of the acts of 1950, is hereby
3 renumbered section 22H.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 74 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 22D, as inserted by
3 section 3 of chapter 552 of the acts of 1946, the
4 following three sections:
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5 Section 22E. The said state board for vocational
6 education shall continuously study the problems of
7 rehabilitation and shall examine such rehabilitation
8 facilities, both private and public, as are available,
9 and shall establish a list of such physicians as are

10 qualified to render competent rehabilitation services.
11 Rehabilitation facilities shall include medical, surgical,
12 hospital, prosthesis, vocational, educational and phys-
-13 ical restoration services. No facility shall be con-
-14 sidered as qualified under this section or section
15 twenty-two F unless it is equipped to provide rehabili-
-16 tation services for persons suffering from some special-
-17 ized or general type of disablement within the field of
18 industrial injury and unless such facility is operated
19 under the supervision of physicians qualified to render
20 rehabilitation services, is staffed with trained and
21 qualified technicians and has received a certificate of
22 qualification from the said state board of vocational
23 education. No physician shall be considered as
24 qualified under this section or section twenty-two F
25 unless he has had experience for a reasonable term
26 of years in a qualified rehabilitation facility or is
27 qualified for a special rehabilitation procedure because
28 he holds a certification by an American board of
29 speciality.
30 Section 22F. The said state board for vocational
31 education shall designate to act as impartial rehabili-
-32 tation examiners qualified physicians who are specifi-
-33 cally experienced in special means and methods of
34 rehabilitation for seriously injured industrial workers.
35 The chairman of the industrial accident board in the
36 department of labor and industries shall appoint such
37 physicians as are so designated by said state board
38 for vocational education to serve as impartial rehabili-
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39 tation examiners and to assist the said industrial
40 accident board and the said department in cases
41 which may require rehabilitation services. A reason-
-42 able fee shall be allowed to the impartial rehabilitation
43 examiner by the said industrial accident board and
44 the insurer shall reimburse the said industrial accident
45 board for the amount so paid.
46 The said industrial accident board, or any member
47 thereof, may refer to an impartial rehabilitation
48 examiner any employee entitled to compensation
49 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
50 fifty-two for recommendations of the need and kind
51 of rehabilitation treatment or services required by
52 him. The report of the impartial rehabilitation
53 examiner shall be admissible as evidence in any
54 proceeding before the said industrial accident board
55 or a member thereof; provided, that the employee
56 and the insurer have seasonably been furnished with
57 copies thereof.
58 An insurer or self-insurer under the said chapter
59 shall furnish rehabilitation services by a rehabilitation
60 facility which, or by a physician who, in the opinion
61 of the said state board for vocational education, is
62 qualified to render rehabilitation services. Fees for
63 rehabilitation services shall be the reasonable and
64 necessary cost of such services; expenses for the
65 rehabilitation of the injured employee shall include
66 travel, board and room when necessary, subject to the
67 approval of the said industrial accident board and
68 shall be paid for by the insurer.
69 Section 22G. Nothing in section twenty-two Eor
70 twenty-two F shall be construed as requiring any
71 injured employee to accept rehabilitation services.
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1 Section 7. Section ten of chapter twenty-four,
2 and sections thirty A, thirty B and thirty C of chap-
-3 ter one hundred and fifty-two are hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. Nothing in this act shall be construed
2 to prevent any present member of the rehabilitation
3 commission, heretofore appointed by the governor
4 with the advice and consent of the council, from
5 serving as a member of the state board for vocational
6 education for the remainder of the term for which he
7 was appointed to the rehabilitation commission.




