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By Mr. Nathanson of Boston, petition of George Greene and other
members of the House that provision be made for declaration by
popular referendum in cities and towns as to whether a shortage of
rental housing accommodations exists which requires the continuance
of federal rent control therein. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act providing for the declaration by popular

REFERENDUM IN CITIES AND TOWNS AS TO WHETHER A

SHORTAGE OF RENTAL HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS EXISTS

WHICH REQUIRES THE CONTINUANCE OF FEDERAL RENT

CONTROL THEREIN.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to provide forth-
-3 with for legislation permitting in certain cities and
4 towns a declaration by popular referendum, pursuant
5 to the Housing and Rent Act of 1947, as most recently
6 amended by the “Defense Production Act Amend-
-7 ments of 1952”, as to whether a shortage of rental
8 housing accommodations exists which requires the
9 continuance of federal rent control therein in ac-

-10 cordance with the provisions of such.act, therefore
11 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
12 for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-13 venience.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The general court finds that federal
2 control over rents will expire on September thirtieth,
3 nineteen hundred and fifty-two, unless prior to said
4 date local governing bodies take action by resolution
5 adopted for the purpose or the voters by popular
6 referendum vote that a substantial shortage of housing
7 accommodations exists which requires the continuance
8 of federal rent control in such city or town, and the
9 general court enacts this act for the purpose of pro-

-10 viding an opportunity for such voters to make a
11 declaration as to such shortage which requires the
12 continuance of said control until the close of April
13 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and-fifty-three.

1 Section 2. On September sixteenth in the current
2 year, there shall be held, at the same time and at the
3 same places that the state primaries are held, a refer-
-4 endum on the extension of said rent control act until
5 the close of April thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
6 fifty-three. Such referendum shall be held in cities
7 and towns where maximum rents under the federal
8 Housing and Rent Act of 1947, as amended, popularly
9 called the Rent Stabilization Act, are in effect.

1 Section 3. The state secretary shall prepare a
2 special ballot to be used at the next state primary in
3 those cities* and towns in which maximum rents
4 under federal legislation are in effect containing the
5 following question: Shall a declaration be made by
6 popular referendum, pursuant to the Housing and
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7 Rent Act of 1947, as amended, that a substantial
8 shortage of housing accommodations exists which
9 requires the continuance of federal rent control in

10 this city (or town) after September thirtieth, nine-
-11 teen hundred and fifty-two, until the close r YES.
12 of April thirtieth, nineteen hundred and

NO.

13 fifty-three, in accordance with the provi-
14 sions of said act?
15 The following directions shall also be placed on said
16 ballot in such cities and
17 the foregoing question:

towns immediately above

18 (a) If a voter desires that this city (or town) shall
19 declare by popular referendum that a substantial
20 shortage of housing accommodations exists which
21 requires the continuance of federal rent control in
22 this city (or town) after September thirtieth, nine-
-23 teen hundred and fifty-two, and until the close of
24 April thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, in
25 accordance with the provisions of the Housing and
26 Rent Act of 1947, as amended, he will vote “Yes” on
27 said question.
28 (5) If he desires that federal rent control shall
29 cease to be in effect in this city (or town) at the close
30 of September thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-
-31 two, he will vote “No” on said question.
32 If a majority of the votes cast in any such city or

33 town in answer to said question is in the affirmative,
34 such city or town shall be deemed to have declared by
35 popular referendum, pursuant to the Housing and
36 Rent Act of 1947, as amended, that a substantial
37 shortage of housing accommodations exists which
38 requires the continuance of federal rent control in
39 such city or town after September thirtieth, nineteen
40 hundred and fifty-two, and until the close of April
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41 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, in ac-
-42 cordance with the provisions of said act.
43 If a majority of the votes cast in any such city or
44 town in answer to said question is not in the
45 affirmative, such city or town shall be deemed not to
46 have declared by popular referendum, pursuant to
47 the Housing and Rent Act of 1947, as amended, that a
48 substantial shortage of housing accommodations exists
49 which requires the continuance of federal rent control
50 in such city or town after September thirtieth, nine-
-51 teen hundred and fifty-two.
52 For the purposes of this section a ballot which
53 has neither a valid “Yes” vote nor a valid “No”
54 vote shall not be deemed to be a vote cast.

1 Section 4. Such special ballot shall be given to
2 every voter voting in the primaries, and to every
3 qualified voter not enrolled in any political party
4 who desires to vote on such referendum and who
5 does not desire to vote in the primary. All laws
6 relating to primaries and elections shall as far as apt
7 apply to said referendum.

1 Section 5. As soon as may be after the close of
2 the polls the election officials shall count the refer-
-3 endum ballots and give a statement of the result to
4 the city or town clerk who shall promptly notify the
5 president in writing of the action of the city or town.


