
SENATE . . . . No. 134
To accompany the petition of Pierre Drewsen, mayor of North-

ampton, and another that provision be made for the initiative and
referendum for said city. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for the initiative and referendum
FOR THE CITY OF NORTHAMPTON.

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled
same, as follows:

and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Chapter 250 of the acts of 1883 is
ierting after section 44 the2 hereby amended by in;

3 following eight sections:
4 Section 44A . A petition conforming to the re-
-5 quirements hereinafter provided and requesting the
6 city council to pass a measure, except an order
7 granted under section seventy or seventy-one of
8 chapter one hundred and sixty-four, or chapter one
9 hundred and sixty-six of the General Laws, or re-

-10 questing the school committee to pass a measure,
11 therein set forth or designated, shall be termed an
12 initiative petition, and shall be acted upon as here
13 inafter provided. In this and the seven following
14 sections, “measure” shall mean an ordinance, resolu-
-15 tion, order or vote passed by a city council, or a
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16 resolution, order or vote passed by a school com-
17 mittee, as the case may be.
18 Section 448. Signatures to initiative petitions
19 need not be all on one paper. All such papers per-
20 taining to any one measure shall be fastened to-
21 gether and shall be filed in the office of the city clerk
22 as one instrument, with the endorsement thereon of
23 the names and addresses of three persons designated
24 as filing the same. With each signature to the peti-
25 tion shall be stated the place of residence of the
26 signer, giving the street and number, if any
27 Within five days after the filing of said petition the
28 registrars of voters shall ascertain by what number
29 of registered voters the petition is signed, and what
30 percentage that number is of the total number of
31 registered voters, and shall attach thereto their
32 certificate showing the result of such examination
33 The city clerk shall forthwith transmit the said
34 certificate with the said petition to the city council
35 or to the school committee, according as the peti-
36 tion is addressed, and at the same time shall send a
37 copy of said certificate to one or more of the persons
38 designated on the petition as filing the same.
39 Section 44C. If any initiative petition is signed by
40 registered voters equal in number to at least twenty
41 per cent of the whole number of registered voters,
42 the city council or the school committee shall, within
43 twenty days after the date of the certificate of the
44 registrars to that effect
45 1. Pass said measure without alteration, subject to
46 the referendum vote provided by this chapter; or
47 2. The city council shall call a special election to
48 be held on a Tuesday fixed by it not less than thirty
49 nor more than forty-five days after the date of the
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mentioned, and shall submit
without alteration to a vote

50 certificate hereinbefore
the proposed measure
of the registered voter
provided, that if any

51
> of the city at that election;
citv election is otherwise to
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oo

occur within ninety days after the date of said cer-
tificate, the city council may, at its discretion, omit
calling the special election and submit the proposed
measure to the voters at such approaching election.
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Section 44D. If an initiative petition is signed by
registered voters equal in number to at least eight
per cent but less than twenty per cent of the total
number of registered voters, and said measure be not
passed without alteration within twenty days by the
city council or the school committee, as provided in
the preceding section, such proposed measure, with-
out alteration, shall be submitted by the city council
to a vote of the registered voters of the city at the
next regular municipal election. A measure pro-
posed under this section or section forty-four C shall
become effective if it shall be approved by regis-
tered voters of the city equal in number to one third
of the whole number thereof and also by a majority
of the voters voting on such measure, but not other-

58
59
60

61
62
63
64
65
66

67
68

69

70
71
72
73 wise

Section 44E. The ballots used when voting upon
a proposed measure under section forty-four C or
forty-four D, or a measure or part thereof protested
against under the following section, shall state the
nature of the measure in terms sufficient to show' the
substance thereof.
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Section 44F- If. within twenty days after the
final passage of any measure, except a revenue loan
order, by the city council or by the school com-
mittee, a petition signed by registered voters of the
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I

t

city, equal in number to at least twelve per cent of
the total number of registered voters, is presented to
the city council or to the school committee, as the
case may be, protesting against such measure, or
any part thereof, taking effect, the same shall there-
upon and thereby be suspended from taking effect;
and the city council or the school committee, as the
case may be, shall immediately reconsider such
measure or part thereof; and if such measure or
part thereof is not entirely rescinded, the city coun-
cil shall submit the same, by the method herein pro-
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vided, to a vote of the registered voters of the city,
either at the next regular city election, or at a special
election which may, in its discretion, be called for the
purpose, and such measure or part thereof shall forth-
with become null and void unless a majority of the
registered voters voting on the same at such election
vote in favor thereof.
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The petition described in this section shall be
termed a referendum petition, and section forty-
four B shall apply to the procedure in respect thereto,
except that the words “measure or part thereof pro-
tested against” shall for this purpose be understood
to replace “measure” in said section wherever it
may occur, and “referendum” shall be understood
to replace the word “initiative” in said section.
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Section 44G. The city council may, of its own
motion, and shall, upon request of the school com-
mittee if a measure originates with that committee
and pertains to the affairs under its administration,
submit to a vote of the registered voters of the city
for adoption or rejection at a general or special city
election any proposed measure, or a proposition for
the repeal or amendment of any measure, in the same
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118 manner and with the same force and effect as are
119 hereby provided for submission on petition.
120 Section 44H- If two or more proposed measures
121 passed at the same election contain conflicting pro-
-122 visions, the one receiving the greater number of
123 affirmative votes shall take effect.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted for ac-
-2 ceptance to the qualified voters of the city of North-
-3 ampton at the next general city election in the form
4 of the following question, which shall be placed upon
5 the official ballot to be used in said city at said elec-
-6 tion: “Shall an act passed by the general court in
7 the year nineteen hundred and fifty-three, entitled
8 ‘An Act providing for Initiative and Referendum for
9 the City of Northampton’, be accepted by this

10 city?” If a majority of the voters voting thereon
11 vote in the affirmative in answer to said question,
12 then this act shall take full effect, but not otherwise.
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