
SENATE .... No. 187
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Teachers Federa-

tion, by Theodore H. Berard, for legislation increasing State aid for
schools and establishing a minimum salary schedule for teachers. Ed-
ucation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act increasing state aid for schools and estab-

lishing A MINIMUM SALARY SCHEDULE FOR TEACHERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 70 of the General
2 Laws, as it appears in chapter 643 of the acts of 1948,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “amounts”, in the second sentence, the words:
5 but not in excess of one half of the total amount paid
6 to the towns under this act, and by striking out
7 in the third sentence thereof the words “fifty per cent
8 of” and adding at the end of the third sentence the
9 clause: —and provided, furthermore, that under this

10 section no town shall receive less than fifty dollars
11 for each person between the ages of seven and sixteen
12 as determined the previous year in the registration
13 of minors required by section two of chapter seventy-
-14 two of the General Laws; and provided, furthermore,
15 except as provided in the last sentence of this section,
16 that in nineteen hundred and fifty-four or any year
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17 thereafter the school aid due a town under this sec-
-18 tion shall not be less than twice the amount of such
19 aid which said town received in nineteen hundred
20 and fifty-three, and by inserting after the above
21 clause the following sentence: —It is provided,
22 furthermore, that for nineteen hundred and fifty-
-23 four each town shall be paid seven tenths of the school
24 aid due this act that would be paid to the town without
25 the seven tenths limitation, —so that said section
26 three will read as follows: — Section 3. The state
27 treasurer shall annually, on or before November
28 twentieth, pay to the several towns the amounts
29 required under this chapter. The revenue of the
30 Massachusetts school fund, any federal funds avail-
-31 able for the purpose of this chapter, and such addi-
-32 tional amounts, but not in excess of one half of the
33 total amount paid to the towns under this act, from
34 the proceeds of taxation on incomes under chapter
35 sixty-two, or, if such proceeds are insufficient, from
36 such other revenues as may be appropriated therefor,
37 shall be applied to such payments. The amount of
38 such grant for each town shall be determined annually
39 by the commissioner from the returns required by
40 this chapter and by chapter seventy-two for the
41 preceding school year, and shall be the amount by
42 which the foundation program, as defined in section
43 four, exceeds the product of each one thousand dollars
44 of the equalized valuation of such town multiplied
45 by six; and provided, furthermore, that under this
46 section no town shall receive less than fifty dollars
47 for each person between the ages of seven and sixteen
48 as determined the previous year in the registration
49 of minors required by section two of chapter seventy-
-50 two of the General Laws; and provided, furthermore,
51 except as provided in the last sentence of this section,
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52 that in nineteen hundred and fifty-four or any year
53 thereafter the school aid due a town under this section
54 shall not be less than twice the amount of such aid
55 which said town received in nineteen hundred and
56 fifty-three. It is provided, furthermore, that for
57 nineteen hundred and fifty-four each town shall be
58 paid seven tenths of the school aid due to this act
59 that would be paid to the town without the seven
60 tenths limitation.

1 Section 2. Chapter 71, section 40, of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first
3 sentence, as it appears in chapter 69 of the acts of
4 1952, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 The compensation of every teacher employed in
6 any public day school in the commonwealth, except
7 persons in training and those employed as temporary
8 substitutes, shall be at a rate, for the school year in
9 that school, of not less than twenty-seven hundred

10 dollars plus one hundred and fifty dollars for each
11 year of creditable service not exceeding twelve;
12 provided, however, that in adjusting to the above
13 minimum the salary of any teacher employed by a
14 school committee at the time this act becomes effec-
-15 tive, the salary of such teacher need be increased no
16 more than three hundred dollars in any one year.
17 Salary increases above and beyond the initial increase
18 required by the provisions of this act upon its effective
19 date may be made dependent upon the reasonable
20 requirements of the school committee for in-service
21 training.

1 Section 3. Chapter 71, section 40, of the General
2 Laws is hereby further amended by adding at the
3 end of said section the following two sentences:
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4 A “year of creditable service” as employed in sec-
-5 tion two above is hereby defined as (a) a period of
6 service as a teacher for substantially a school year
7 in the public schools of Massachusetts subsequent to
8 September first, nineteen hundred and forty-two, in
9 which the teacher has met the reasonable require-

10 ments of the school committee respecting in-service
If training; or (6) a period of service as a teacher for
12 substantially a school year in the public schools of
13 Massachusetts prior to September first, nineteen
14 hundred and forty-two, which has been credited to
15 the teacher by the school committee; or (c) a period
16 of service as a teacher for substantially a school year
17 rendered elsewhere than in the public schools of
18 Massachusetts which has been credited by the school
19 committee. “Creditable service” shall not be denied
20 a teacher on the sole ground that the teacher has
21 not been awarded a degree.

1 Section 4. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 40 thereof
3 the following sections:
4 Section I+OA. If in any town the sum of the in-
-5 creases in the school year rates of compensation of
6 the several teachers employed by the school com-
-7 mittee made as of September first, nineteen hundred
8 and fifty-four, to comply with the first sentence of
9 section forty of said chapter as amended above would

10 exceed the increase in school aid as determined by
11 the commissioner of education that would have been
12 paid said town under chapter seventy of the General
13 Laws due to this act without the seven tenths limita-
-14 tion provision of section three of said chapter seventy,
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15 the school committee of said town in lieu of complying
16 with said first sentence may establish a local minimum
17 salary schedule for the teachers employed by it ac-
-18 cording to which the school year rate of compensation
19 of no teacher shall be less than twenty-seven hundred
20 dollars and according to which the sum of the in-
-21 creases due to this act in the school year rate of com-
-22 pensation as of September first, nineteen hundred
23 and fifty-four, of the several teachers employed by
24 said school committee, if the school year salary rates
25 of all such teachers then were fully adjusted to said
26 salary schedule, shall be an amount not less than the
27 increase in school aid, as determined by the com-
-28 missioner of education, of that town under chapter
29 seventy of the General Laws for nineteen hundred
30 and fifty-four that would have been paid the town
31 due to this act without the seven tenths limitation
32 provision of section three of chapter seventy as
33 amended by this act. The said minimum salary
34 schedule shall constitute the legal minimum school
35 year salary rates for the public day school teachers
36 of said town henceforth, except that the school year
37 salary rate of no such teacher need be increased in
38 any one year more than three hundred dollars. Salary
39 increases above and beyond the initial increase re-
-40 quired by the provisions of this act upon its effective
41 date may be made dependent upon the reasonable
42 requirements of the school committee for in-service
43 training.
44 Section 408. The provisions of the above sections
45 forty and forty A shall not prevent a school com-
-46 mittee from establishing a schedule for salaries in
47 excess of the minimum schedule provided by those
48 sections.
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49 Section J+OC. Adjustments in the salaries of teachers
50 necessary to meet the requirements of sections forty
51 and forty A above shall be made by the school com-
-52 mittee annually as of September first.
53 Section IfiD. The school committee shall not be
54 required by this section to compensate any newly
55 elected teacher at a higher rate than that in effect
56 for any teacher of the same training and experience,
57 employed by it at the time such newly elected teacher
58 enters the employment of said school committee.
59 Section JfiE. If a school committee or a regional
60 school committee or any combination of such com-
-61 mittees fails to comply with the above section forty
62 or forty A, whichever is applicable, in respect to school
63 year salary rates paid to teachers employed by it,
64 the amount of school aid due to the town or region
65 under chapter seventy for the following year shall be
66 reduced by one half.

1 Section 5. The salary of no teacher shall be
2 reduced because of this act.

1 Section 6. This act shall become effective Septem-
-2 ber first, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.






