
SENATE .... No. 416

To accompany the petition of William M. Snow and others for
legislation relative to the compensation of the chief probation officers
in certain district courts. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Threi

An Act relative to the compensation of the chief

PROBATION OFFICERS IN CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
n General Court assembled,

:ame , as follows:

1 The first paragraph of section 83 of chapter 27G
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section 1 of chapter 774 of the acts of 1951, is hereby
4 further amended by inserting after the word “court”,
5 in line 49, the words: except the chief probation
6 officer in the district court of Springfield, the central
7 district court of Worcester, the first district court of
8 eastern Middlesex, the third district court of eastern
9 Middlesex, and the district court of East Norfolk,

10 and by inserting after the word “court”, in line 63,
11 the words: , the district court of Springfield, the
12 central district court of Worcester, the first district
13 court of eastern Middlesex, the third district court

14 of eastern Middlesex, the district court of East
15 Norfolk, so as to read as follows: —The superior
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16 court, the chief justice of the municipal court of the
17 city of Boston, subject to the approval of the asso-
18 date justices thereof, and the justice of each other
19 district court and of the Boston juvenile court, with

20 the written approval of the administrative com-
21 mittee of the district courts, who shall consult the
22 board of probation relative thereto, may appoint
23 such male and female probation officers as they may
24 respectively from time to time deem necessary
25 for their respective courts. In any court other than
26 the municipal court of the city of Boston having
27 two or more probation officers, one of such probation
28 officers may be designated as chief probation officer;
29 and in any court having six or more probation officers,
30 one of such probation officers may be designated
31 as assistant chief probation officer. In the mu-
32 nicipal court of the city of Boston the chief justice
33 of said court subject to the approval of the associate
34 justices thereof may designate such probation officers
35 of said court as follows: chief probation officer,
36 first assistant chief probation officer, second as-
37 sistant chief probation officer, two deputy probation
38 officers, and probation officer. The phrase “proba-
39 tion officer” as hereinafter used in this section shall,
40 unless the context otherwise requires, be construed
41 to include chief probation officer and assistant chief
42 probation officer, first assistant chief probation
43 officer, second assistant chief probation officer, and
44 deputy probation officer. Every probation officer
45 shall be removable for cause by the court making

46 the appointment; provided, that no probation
47 officer appointed by a justice of a district court,
48 other than the municipal court of the city of Boston,
49 or by the justice of the Boston juvenile court shall
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50 be removed or discharged from office unless such
51 removal or discharge shall be approved in writing
52 by the administrative committee of the district
53 courts after consultation with the board of probation
54 relative thereto. The compensation of each proba-
55 tion officer appointed by the superior court shall be
56 fixed by that court and by it apportioned from time
57 to time among the counties wherein said officer
58 performs his duties. The compensation of probation
59 officers appointed in district courts, in the mu-
60 nicipal court of the city of Boston, and in the Boston
61 juvenile court shall be paid by the county on vouchers
62 approved respectively by the justice of such district
63 court, by the chief justice of the municipal court of
64 the city of Boston, or by the justice of the Boston
65 juvenile court. In every district court except the
66 district courts in Suffolk county, the municipal
67 court of the city of Boston, and the Boston juvenile
68 court, the justice thereof, subject to the approval
69 of the county commissioners shall fix the compcnsa-
70 sation of each probation officer appointed for such
71 court, except the chief probation officer in the dis-
72 trict court of Springfield, the central district court
73 of Worcester, the first district court of eastern
74 Middlesex, the third district court of eastern Middle-
75 sex, and the district court of East Norfolk, which
76 shall be a minimum of three thousand dollars in
77 the case of each such probation officer whose service
78 is determined by the county commissioners of the
79 county to be full-time service. In the municipal
80 court of the city of Boston such probation officers
81 shall receive as an annual salary the following:
82 chief probation officer, seventy per cent of the salary
83 of the chief justice of said court; first assistant



4 [Jan. 1953SENATE No 416.

84 chief probation officer, fifty-one per cent of the salary
of the chief justice of said court; second assistant85

86 chief probation officer, forty-nine per cent of the
O 7 rNrtl Vl 'T r 4- Tv X I /'ll- V C 111 l 11 I f Cl O 1 / 1 nAI 1 V 1 * i 1 ATM 1 Jr;87 salary of the chief justice of said court; deputy
88 probation officer, forty-seven per cent of the salary
89 of the chief justice of said court; probation officer,
90 forty-five per cent of the salary of said chief justice
91 of said court. In the Boston juvenile court, the
92 district court of Springfield, the central district
93 court of Worcester, the first district court of eastern
94 Middlesex, the third district court of eastern Middle-
-95 sex, the district court of East Norfolk and in every
96 district court in Suffolk county, other than the
97 municipal court of the city of Boston, the chief
98 probation officer, if any, shall receive as an annual
99 salary the same as that paid to the clerk of court in

100 which said chief probation officer serves and the
101 assistant chief probation officer, if any, shall receive
102 as an annual salary the same as that paid to the first
103 assistant clerk of said court, but in any court where
104 there is no first assistant clerk of court, but where
105 there are six probation officers or more, an assistant
106 chief probation officer may be designated and he
107 shall be paid an annual salary of fifty-three hundred
108 dollars. In the Boston juvenile court and in every
109 district court in Suffolk county, other than the
110 municipal court of the city of Boston, every proba-
-111 tion officer except any chief probation officer and
112 any assistant chief probation officer shall receive
113 upon appointment, an annual salary of three thousand
114 dollars and annually thereafter, upon the anniversary
115 of his appointment, shall receive an increase of two
116 hundred dollars until a maximum annual salary of
117 fifty-two hundred dollars shall have been reached.


