
To accompany the petition of Herbert M. Chase and another for
legislation to require the New Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s Vine-
yard and Nantucket Steamship Authority to operate the entire boat
line as two separate island services and relative to the operation and
financing of said lines. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act to require the new Bedford, woods hole,
Martha’s vineyard and nantucket steamship au-
thority TO operate the entire boat line, but as
TWO SEPARATE ISLAND SERVICES, ONE TO NANTUCKET
AND ONE TO MARTHA’S VINEYARD, EACH ISLAND SERV-

ICE SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY ITS OWN COUNTY COM-

MISSIONERS, AND EACH SELF-SUPPORTING EITHER BY

ITS OPERATING REVENUE OR BY TAXATION ON THE

COUNTY SERVED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to establish and
3 define the duties and powers of the New Bedford,
4 Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket
5 Steamship Authority, therefore this act is hereby
6 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
7 immediate preservation of the public safety and
8 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 544 of the acts of 1948, as amended by
2 chapter 142 of the acts of 1949, is hereby further
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3 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow
4 ing:
5 1. The authority shall operate the entire line, but
6 as two separate and distinct island services, one to
7 and from Nantucket and the other to and from
8 Martha’s Vineyard, each service subject to the
9 direction and control, as hereinafter provided, of

10 the county commissioners of the county on the island
11 served.
12 2. The authority shall allocate all its tangible
13 property, real and personal, but not including its
14 funds, as follows:
15 (a) To the Nantucket service the wharf, office
16 equipment, fishing house and all other tangible real
17 and personal property now on said island, together
18 with such vessel or vessels now owned or which shall
19 be acquired by said authority and allocated to said
20 island service at the request of the county commis-
21 sioners of Nantucket county.
22 (6) To the Martha’s Vineyard service all other
23 vessels, wharves, office equipment, buildings, land
24 and all other tangible property, real and personal,
25 and wheresoever situated, now owned or which shall
26 be acquired by said authority at the request of the
27 county commissioners of Dukes county. This shall
28 include, specifically, the wharves and other property
29 at Woods Hole and New Bedford.
30 (c) Pending such request by the county commis-
31 sioners the authority shall allocate existing vessels
32 to the two island services.
33 3. The authority shall set up and maintain two
34 separate and distinct sets of books of account, one
35 for each island service.
36 (a) All receipts from rates and fares to and from
37 each island shall be credited to that island service.
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38 Rates and fares exclusively from one island to the
39 other shall be credited to the island service of the
40 island of origin.
41 (6) Each island service shall be charged with
42 (1) The entire cost of labor, fuel, repairs, main-
43 tenance, depreciation and operation of all tangible
44 property allocated to it.
45 (2) Its “divisional percentage”, as hereinafter de-
46 fined, of the annual authority payments of bond
47 principal and interest, salaries of the general mana-
48 ager, treasurer and other general officers, manage-
49 ment and promotional expense, and all other items
50 of authority expenditure not specifically charged
51 to either separate island service.
52 (3) In the event that Woods Hole wharf, or any
53 other tangible property of the authority, allocated
54 to one island service alone, shall be jointly used by
55 both island services, the authority shall charge its
56 “divisional percentage” of the annual costs of such
57 property to each island service while such joint use
58 continues.
59 4. The “divisional percentage”, as used herein,
60 shall be that proportion which all assets allocated to
61 each island service bear to the total authority tan-
62 gibleproperty, real and personal, not including funds,
63 and all included on the basis of current “net book
64 value.” Said “divisional percentage” shall be com-
65 puted annually for each fiscal year at the end thereof.
66 5. In the event of a deficit in either island service
67 in any year, after crediting all its revenues and
68 charging all its costs, as above provided, the au-
69 thority shall collect such deficit forthwith from the
70 county whose service incurred such deficit. Payment
71 of such deficit, if any, shall be a proper expenditure
72 by said counties of Nantucket and Dukes county,
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and shall be made at once. The county commis-
sioners of the said counties shall allocate such assess-
ment upon their respective county, to be paid sev-
erally by the towns in said county, excepting the
town of Gosnold, in the same proportion as in the
assessment of the county tax.
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6. In the event of a surplus in either island service
in any year, the authority shall credit the same to
the revenue of said island service for the ensuing
year.
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7. Upon final payment in full of all outstanding
authority bonds, legal title and the right to immedi-
ate possession of all authority property, including its
funds, shall vest in the two counties, respectively, in
proportion to the amount paid by each island service
as the total of all its “divisional percentage” pay-
ments to that date.
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8. In all matters of policy, including rates and

fares; schedules of operation; the change or elimina-
tion of service; the addition, substitution, sale or
lease of any vessel or other property; the issue of
additional bonds; and all matters involving the ex-
penditure pf ten thousand dollars or more, the au-
thority shall pass votes in proper form to carry into
effect any vote passed at a legal meeting of the county
commissioners of the county whose service is affected;
and no authority vote in such matters shall be valid
or effective unless the authority shall send a seven
days’ written notice calling a meeting of the county
commissioners of the island whose service is affected,
containing a verbatim copy of the votes passed or to
be passed by said authority, and a majority of all
said county commissioners shall have voted by
written ballot to approve such vote or votes, or five
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days shall expire after date of said meeting with no
vote of said commissioners. This provision may be
enforced in equity by said county commissioners or
by any ten taxpayers of the county concerned. The
county commissioners of both island counties are
hereby given the right to attend any and all meet-
ings of the authority, and shall be given seven days’
written notice thereof, and shall have access to the
books of account of said authority.
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9. In carrying out the purposes of this act the
authority shall have power to sell, lease or otherwise
dispose of any of its property.
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10. Section eighteen, and the first paragraph of
section 5 (c), chapter five hundred and forty-four,
acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight, are hereby
repealed.
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11. The authority is hereby declared to be a
“common carrier” as described in section twelve,
chapter one hundred and fifty-nine, General Laws
(Ter. Ed.), and as such subject to all provisions of
sections ten to forty, inclusive, thereof, notwith-
standing its status as a “public instrumentality.”
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12. In the event that the authority shall discon-
tinue the use of any wharf, said authority shall give
to the town or city in which said wharf is located a
six months’ option to purchase the same for cash at
the “net book value” thereof, as shown on the au-
thority books for the last preceding fiscal year. After
the expiration of said option, the authority shall offer
the same to the general public on the best terms
possible.
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138 13. The authority is hereby given power to use

Hyannis, Bourne or any other mainland port, and
to discontinue service to any mainland port, in
whole or in part.
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