No. 622

SENATE

C&e Commontocalt!) of S@assacbiioetto
Senate, March 25, 1953.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Senate Bill defining “licensed practical
nurse” and changing the designation of attendant nurse
or licensed attendant to licensed practical nurse (Senate,
No. 565), report recommending that the same be amended
by substituting therefor a new draft with the same title
(Senate, No. 622), and that, when so amended, the same
will be correctly drawn.
For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.
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Cl)t Commontoealtl) of egassactnwtts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act

defining

“licensed

practical

nurse”

and

CHANGING THE DESIGNATION OF ATTENDANT NURSE OR
LICENSED ATTENDANT TO LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
-14

-15
16
17
18
19
20

Section 1. Section 13 of chapter 13 of the General
Laws, as amended by section 2 of chapter 620 of the
acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by striking
out, in line 13, the word “attendants” and inserting
practical nurses, —so
in place thereof the words:
as to read as follows:
Section 13. There shall be a
board of registration in nursing, in this section and in
sections fourteen to fifteen D, inclusive, called the
board, consisting of seven members, of whom one
shall be the secretary of the board of registration in
medicine, ex officio. Four members shall be nurses,
each of whom shall be a graduate of a different school
for nurses and shall have been registered in the commonwealth at least eight years prior to his appointment. Of such nurses, at least one shall be at the
time of his appointment a member of the faculty of
an approved school for nurses and at least one shall
be at the time of his appointment a member of the
faculty of an approved school for practical nurses.
Two members of the board shall be qualified physi-
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cians, each of whom shall have been registered in the
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Section 2. Section 14A of said chapter 13, as so
appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out,
in lines 2, 8 and 10, the word “attendants” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the words:
Secpractical nurses, —so as to read as follows:
lion 14A. There shall be an assistant to the secretary
of the board, called the registrar of nurses and practical nurses, who shall have been a registered nurse
for at least five years prior to his appointment and
who, subject to chapter thirty-one, shall be appointed
by the director of registration, with the approval of
the board. Said registrar shall be under the supervisi on of said secretary, shall have charge of the reregistration of nurses and the re-licensing of practical
nurses and shall perform such other duties in connection with the registration of nurses and licensing of
practical nurses as he may direct.

commonwealth at least eight years prior to his appointment. Of the six appointive members, one qualified in accordance with this section shall annually
25 before October first be appointed by the governor,
26 with the advice and consent of the council, to hold
27 office for six years from said October first.
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Section 3. Said chapter 13 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 15A, as most re-3 cently amended by section 19 of chapter 585 of the
4 acts of 1952, and inserting in place thereof the fol-5 lowing section:
6 Section 15A. There shall be an approving author-7 ity for schools for nurses and schools for practical
8 nurses, in this section and sections fifteen B, fifteen C
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9 and fifteen D referred to as the approving authority,
10 consisting of six members, of whom one shall be the
11 secretary of the board of registration in medicine
12 one shall be a member of the board of registration in
13 nursing who is a nurse and a member of the faculty
14 of an approved school for nurses, one shall be a mem-15 ber of said last mentioned board who is a nurse and a
16 member of the faculty of an approved school for
17 practical nurses, all of said members to be designated
18 by the governor from time to time, and three shall be
19 appointed by the governor, with the advice and con-20 sent of the council, each to serve until the expiration
21 of six years from the termination of the term of his
22 predecessor. Said appointive members shall at the
23 time of their appointment be respectively qualified as
24 follows: —■- One shall be a trustee of a charitable hos-25 pital having an approved school for nurses or an ap-26 proved school for practical nurses, one shall be a
27 qualified physician who shall have been for at least
28 eight years actively engaged in the practice of his
29 profession and one shall be a superintendent or an
30 assistant superintendent of a hospital having an ap-31 proved school for nurses or an approved school for
32 practical nurses.
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Section 4.

The third sentence of section 74 of
chapter 112 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 108 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended
by striking out, in line 5, the word “attendants” and
inserting in place thereof the words:
practical
nurses, —so as to read as follows: —An applicant
who furnishes satisfactory proof that he is at least
twenty, of good moral character and a graduate of a
school for nurses approved by the approving authority
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for schools for nurses and schools for practical nurses
established by section fifteen A of chapter thirteen, in
this section and in sections seventy-four A, seventyfive and eighty-one A to eighty- one C, inclusive, referred to as the approving authority, shall, upon payment of five dollars, be examined by the board, and,
if found qualified, shall be registered, with a right to
use the title registered nurse and to practice as such,
and shall receive a certificate thereof from the board,
signed by its chairman and secretary.

Section 5. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 74A, as amended by
3 chapter 87 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 74 A. The board shall hold examinations
6 for the licensing of practical nurses at such times and
7 places as it shall determine. Applications for licenses
8 as practical nurses, signed and sworn to by the appli-9 cants, shall be made on blanks furnished by the
10 board. An applicant who furnishes satisfactory proof
11 that he is at least nineteen years of age, of good moral
12 character and a graduate of a school for practical
13 nurses approved by the approving authority shall,
14 upon payment of five dollars, be examined by the
15 board and, if found qualified, shall be licensed, with a
16 right to use the title licensed practical nurse and to
17 practice as such, and shall receive a certificate thereof
18 from the board, signed by its chairman and secretary.
19 An applicant failing to pass an examination satis-20 factory to the board shall be entitled within one year
21 thereafter, without the payment of an additional fee,
22 to a re-examination at a meeting of the board called
23 for the examination of applicants, but one such re-
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examination shall exhaust his privilege under his
original application. Every person licensed hereunder who continues to hold himself out as a licensed
practical nurse shall, on or before his birthday in
each year, renew his license for the ensuing year by
payment of one dollar to the board, and thereupon
the board shall issue a certificate showing that the
holder thereof is entitled to practice as a licensed
practical nurse for the period covered by said payment; provided, that, if a birthday of any person
who shall be licensed hereunder shall occur within
three months after such original licensing, such person
need not renew his license until the birthday next
following the birthday aforesaid. In default of such
renewal, a person licensed hereunder shall forfeit the
right to practice as a licensed practical nurse or to
hold himself out as such until such fee shall have
41 been paid. The board, after a hearing, by vote of a
42 majority of its members, may annul the license and
43 cancel the certificate of any practical nurse who has
44 been found guilty of a felony.
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Section 6. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 748, as appearing in
section 3 of chapter 620 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 7Ifß. The board shall examine an applicant
for registration as a nurse or for licensing as a practical
nurse who is an alien only if he presents to it a copy
of his declaration of intention to become a citizen of
the United States, certified by the clerk of the court
in which it was filed, or a certificate from the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United
States, showing that, in accordance with law, he has
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13 declared his intention to become such citizen. In
14 case the applicant is subsequently registered or li-15 censed, unless, within five years following the filing
16 of the copy or certificate hereinbefore referred to, he
17 shall present to the board his completed natural! za-18 tion papers showing that he is a citizen of the United
19 States his certificate of registration shall be revoked
20 and his registration cancelled, or his license shall be
21 revoked and cancelled, as the case may be. The board
22 may make pertinent inquiries of any and all appli-23 cants for re-registration or re-licensing for the purpose
24 of determining the citizenship status of any nurse or
25 practical nurse re-registered or re-licensed under any
26 provision of this chapter.
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Section 7. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 75, as so appearing,
and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 75. Examinations shall be wholly or in
part in writing, in the English language, shall include
the principles and practice of nursing but shall be
limited to such subjects as are included in the curriculum established by the approving authority, shall
be in content both reasonable and appropriate for
nurses or for practical nurses, as the case may be, and
shall be sufficiently thorough to test the applicant’s
fitness to practice.

Section 8. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
1
2 amended by striking out section 76, as so appearing,

3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 76. The board may register or license in
5 like manner, without examination, any person who
6 has been registered as a nurse or licensed as a practical
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nurse, as the case may be, in another state under
laws which, in the opinion of the board, maintain
standards substantially the same as those of this commonwealth for nurses or for practical nurses, as the
11 case may be. The fee for registration or licensing
12 without examination under this section shall be ten
13 dollars.

Said chapter 112 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 80A, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 80 A. Whoever, not being lawfully author4
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Section 9.

ized to practice as a licensed practical nurse within
the commonwealth, practices or attempts to practice
as a licensed practical nurse or uses the abbreviation
L. P. N., or any other words, letters or figures to indicate that the person using the same is such a licensed
practical nurse shall, except as provided in section
sixty-five, be punished by a fine of not more than one
hundred dollars. Whoever becomes or attempts to
become licensed, or practices or attempts to practice,
as a licensed practical nurse under a false or assumed
name shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars or by
imprisonment for three months, or both.
Section 10. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 81, as so appearing,
and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 81. Sections seventy-four to eighty A, inelusive, shall not apply to gratuitous nursing of the
sick by friends or members of the family, or to acts
of any person nursing the sick for hire who does not
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8 assume to be either a registered nurse of a licensed
9 practical nurse.
Section 11. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 81A, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 81 A. The approving authority shall upon
4
5 the request of any school for nurses or for practical
6 nurses in the commonwealth inspect said school and
7 notify its trustees or other governing body if said
8 school is approved for the purposes of section seventy-9 four or seventy-four A, as the case may be, and, if
10 not, what steps said school should take in order to
11 gain the approval of the approving authority. It
12 shall from time to time inspect any school already
13 approved and may withdraw its approval thereof.
14 Said authority shall notify the trustees or other gov-15 erning body of each school if it merits continuance of
16 approval, and, if not, may specify what steps the
17 school should take to receive continuance of approval.
18 Said authority may make inspections by any of its
19 members or by an agent or agents designated by it
20 for the purpose, and no approval shall be withdrawn
21 unless an inspection has been made. Any such trus-22 tees or other governing body aggrieved by an adverse
23 decision of the approving authority shall, on petition,
24 be given a hearing before said authority.
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Section 12. Said chapter 112 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 818, as so appearing,
and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 818. The approving authority may approve, for the purposes of section seventy-four or
—-
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seventy-four A, any school for nurses or for practical
nurses, as the case may be, in another state which
maintains standards substantially the same as those
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Section 13. Notwithstanding the provisions of
this act, any person who on the effective date of this
act is licensed as an attendant by the board of registration in nursing shall, upon application within one year
from the effective date of this act be licensed by said
board as a practical nurse without examination, and
pending the receipt within said period of one year of
a certificate of the board showing that the holder
thereof is entitled to practice as a licensed practical
nurse, hold himself out as a licensed practical nurse.

required for an approved school in this commonwealth, and which is approved by the approving
11 authority for schools for nurses or for practical nurses,
12 or corresponding body, of the state in which the
13 school is situated.
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Section 14. Notwithstanding any other provision
of this act to the contrary, any person who was graduated from a school for attendants which prior to the
effective date of this act was approved by the board of
registration in nursing may apply for and be licensed
as a practical nurse as provided in section seventyfour A of chapter one hundred and twelve of the
General Laws, as appearing in section one of this act.

