
HOUSE 66

Department of Public Works,
Office of the Commissioner

100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, November 4, 1953,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
as amended by chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, 1 have the
honor to submit herewith such parts of the annual report
of the Department of Public Works as contain recom-
mendations or suggestions for legislative action, accom-
panied by drafts of bills embodying the legislation recom-
mended. These drafts have been submitted to the Coun-
sel for the House of Representatives for advice and
assistance as to the form thereof.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner
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The Department is recommending legislation this year
for the following purposes:

1. To GIVE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
the Authority to approve All Traffic Regu-
lations AND TO AUTHORIZE THE REGULATION OF
All Traffic on State Highways and on Ways
LEADING THERETO.

The Department of Public Works has authority over
traffic regulations which require signs, lights, signal sys-
tems, devices, parking meters or markings for enforce-
ment. The implied power of approval over any regula-
tion which does not require the use of the above would
be made explicit in this recommended legislation.

This legislation would likewise extend the Department’s
rule-making power to control pedestrians on overhead
highways such as the John F. Fitzgerald Expressway and
other limited access express highways. It would also
give authority to regulate traffic or ways other than
state highways wherever necessary.

2. To CLARIFY THE LAW WITH REGARD TO THE OPER-
ATION of Vehicles.

Chapter 461 of the Acts of 1952 made it mandator}’ for
operators to drive in the right lane. This recommended
legislation would make allowances for areas w’hcre the
right lane has been reserved for parking or for accelera-
tion and declaration.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

3. To CLARIFY IHE LAW WHICH REQUIRES THE DE-
PARTMENT of Public Works to Paint Solid
Lines in Front of Schools.

Chapter 448 of the Acts of 1953 directed the Depart-
ment to paint solid lines in front of schools. It made no
exception for divided highways and contained no rules
of operation or penalty.

The Department, therefore, recommends the attached
legislation to make the law more workable.
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4. TO PROVIDE FOR TRANSFER, RELEASE AND DELIVERY
to the Department of Public Works, upon
Request, of Original Plans, Blueprints,
Records, Tracings or Other Data relating

to Certain Bridges transferred to Said
Department.

Under Chapter 690 of the Acts of 1945 and Chapter 482
of the Acts of 1948 public agencies turned over to the De-
partment certain bridges for maintenance and the De-
partment is desirous of acquiring from the former public
authorities in charge of these bridges the original plans,
tracings, blueprints and records of the bridges trans-
ferred, and recommends legislation authorizing such
transfer.

5. To apportion Real Estate Taxes on Land taken
for Highways by Eminent Domain.

It appears necessary to clarify chapter 634 of the Acts
of 1953 apportioning real estate taxes on land taken by
eminent domain.

Since this Department makes whole takings and partial
takings of property under eminent domain in connection
with the layout and alteration of highways, it is recom-
mended that the wording of
make this clear.

the chapter be changed to

Further, the act stipulate
cases coming within its terms
after the effective date of the

that it shall apply to all
where damages are “fixed”
act. In the case of takings

made for the purpose of a highway, the right to damages
shall not vest until entry has been made and it is recom-
mended that the act be amended to apply to all cases
coming within its terms where damages “vest” after the
effective date of the act.

6. To AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF BOSTON TO ALLOW CER-
TAIN Land to be used as a Parking Space for

Motor Vehicles on Official Business at the
State Public Works Building in Said City.

The Department recommends legislation to enable the
City of Boston Park Department to grant permission to
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this Department to use land adjoining the Public Works
Department parking area on Nashua Street which is un-
der the control of the Boston Park Commission, under
the name of Lomasney Park, for the purpose of parking
motor vehicles on official business in this Department’s
building.

The area in question is not being used by the city of
Boston as a park, and could be used by the Department
to supplement its regular parking area at no cost to the
Department.

This proposed legislation has the approval of the City of
Boston Law Department and the City of Boston Park
Department.

7. To exempt Lifeguards in the Division of Public
Beaches of the Department of Public
from the Operation of the Civil Service Law,

Due to the fact that the employment of lifeguards in
the Division of Public Beaches of the Department is
seasonal in nature and recurrent, it is the Department’s
recommendation that the appointment of such life-
guards be exempt from the operation of civil service law.
8. To TRANSFER TO THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC BEACHES

of the Department of Public Works Certain
Employees of the Department of Conserva-
tion.

The Department recommends that chapter 666 of the
Acts of 1953, creating the Division of Public Beaches, be
amended so as to authorize the transfer from the Depart-
ment of Conservation of both permanent and temporary
employees who have had at least five years of continuous
service, said transfer to be effective without change in
their civil service status, seniority or other rights.


