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relative to contributions by cities and towns toward cost of street
railway service companies. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act relative to contributions by cities and
TOWNS TOWARD COST OF STREET RAILWAY SERVICE

COMPANIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 161 of chapter 161 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting in the first sentence,
3 after the word “railway” the second time it appears
4 in the fifth line thereof, the words: or bus line,
5 and inserting after the word “service”, in line 6, the
6 words: , including a reasonable compensation for
7 the services rendered, so as to read as follows;
8 Any city, except Boston, by vote of its city council,
9 and any town by majority vote of the voters thereof

10 present and voting thereon at a town meeting, may,
11 from time to time, for the purpose of avoiding a re-
-12 duction or discontinuance of service, enter into an
13 agreement with a streeet railway company operating
14 a street railway or bus line therein to pay any part or
15 all of any excess of the cost of the service, including a
16 reasonable compensation for the services rendered, on
17 the lines of the company operated in such city or
18 town above the amount of the receipts from such lines
19 arising from the rates and fares in effect thereon dur-

-20 ing the period covered by any such agreement; pro-
-21 vided, that no contribution under said agreement
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22 shall in any year exceed in such a city the sum of one
23 dollar, or in such a town the sum of two dollars, for
24 each one thousand dollars of the assessed valuation
25 of the year preceding the date of such agreement, and
26 in no event shall it exceed one thousand dollars in any
27 year unless the payment of any such excess is first
28 approved by the department. The department shall,
29 upon application of any city or town agreeing as
30 aforesaid, determine any question relating to the
31 character or extent of the service rendered or facili-
-32 ties furnished in such city or town in pursuance of
33 said agreement, in the event of differences arising be-
-34 tween the street railway company and such city or
35 town in relation thereto. Any such city or town may
36 raise by taxation such amounts as may be necessary
37 to carry out the provisions of this section. This sec-
-38 tion shall not apply to the Metropolitan Transit Au-
-39 thoritv.


