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By Messrs. Bly of Saugus and Hutchinson of Lynn, petition of John
J. Bucchiere and others (selectmen) for adoption of resolutions by the
General Court congratulating the town of Saugus on its three hundred
and twenty-fifth year as a settled community. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolutions congratulating the town of saugus
on its 325th year as a settled community.

Whereas, When the Puritans who founded the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony landed in Salem Harbor on the ship
“Arbella” in sixteen hundred and twenty-nine, several of
their number explored along the beautiful North shore
until they found the rolling meadows bordering upon the
meandering river which the Pentucket Indians who in-
habited this area called the “Saugus,” meaning in their
language, “long and extended ”; and

Whereas, As former residents of the fens country of
Old England, they were fascinated by this area of bound-
less marshes bordering the crystal-clear waters of the
river teeming with edible fish, and the countless coveys
of wild birds who feasted along its banks, and they deter-
mined there to make their homes in the land they chris-
tened “Newe England”; and

Whereas, The tiny settlement they built along the
riverbank became one of the founding towns of the Bay
Colony, and for the first eight years between sixteen hun-
dred and twenty-nine and sixteen hundred and thirty-
seven, it encompassed all of the area now constituting the
great industrial City of Lynn and the charming residential
towns of Swampscott, Nahant, Lynnfield, Saugus, Read-
ing and Wakefield; and
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Whereas, In tribute to their second pastor, the Rev.
Samuel Whiting, who had been a curate at St. Margaret’s
Church in King’s Lynn, England, the citizens of Saugus
petitioned the Great and General Court on November
fifteenth, sixteen hundred and thirty-seven, to change
their name in his honor, and the Legislature voting,
“Saugus is called Lin,” the ancient Indian name of the
settlement was retained only in the river until February
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifteen, when the
Legislature set off the west parish of Lynn under the
corporate name of “Saugus”; and

Whereas, With the formation of the first General Court
in sixteen hundred and thirty-four, Saugus, under its orig-
inal name, was one of the eight founding towns to form
one of the first legislative assemblies on the North Ameri-
can continent, and had three of its citizens, Captain
Nathaniel Turner, Edward Tomlins, and Thomas Willis
numbered among the twenty-four original members of
the House of Representatives from the founding com-
munities of Boston, Charlestown, Roxbury, Dorchester,
Cambridge, Watertown, Salem and Saugus, as part of
the first elected government of this great Commonwealth,
and

Whereas, In sixteen hundred and forty-six that part
of the Town of Lynn which is now Saugus became the
“Cradle of American Industry”, with the foundation of
the first successful Iron Works on the American conti-
nent, thereby founding our great industrial system, which
birthplace of free enterprise is now being restored as a
national shrine by the First Iron Works Association and
the American Iron and Steel Institute; and

Whereas, One of the founders of the First Iron Works,
sent to London to organize the “Company of Under-
writers for the Iron Works in Saugus, the Honorable
Robert Bridges, was one of two citizens of Saugus to be
significantly honored by election as Speaker of the House
of Representatives, the second being the Honorable
Frederick Bancroft Willis; and
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Whereas, Saugus, the second largest town in Essex
County, with more than nineteen thousand God-fearing,
well-governed, law-abiding, and patriotic citizens of the
Commonwealth, has also been a pioneer in the field of
education, giving to Harvard University one of its most
illustrious presidents in Cornelius Conway Felton, being
the site of the First Female Seminary in America, and in
keeping with its pioneering traditions is now engaged in
the monumental task of erecting for the enrichment of
its youth a new and beautiful Senior High School plant
fronting on our scenic Newburyport Turnpike; and

Whereas, Saugus pays grateful tribute to its debt to
its heroic founders of Puritan days, despite the fact that
it is now a community of many races and creeds, all living
happily and harmoniously in the American tradition, and
all taking pride in the fact that there has never been a
war on the North American continent, commencing with
the colonial expedition against the Pequots in sixteen
hundred and thirty-six in which Saugus sent a company
of twenty-one men, in which the men and boys of Saugus
have not willingly fought for their homes, their liberties
and the ideals of the American way of life, even at the
cost of life itself; and

Whereas, Saugus will fittingly pay tribute in this year
of nineteen hundred and fifty-four to its three hundred
and twenty-five years of life as a settled community, first
of the Bay Colony, and then of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, for whom its sturdy farmers and their
sons fought so valiantly on the retreat from Concord and
Lexington, at Bunker Hill, at Saratoga, and in the final
victory at Yorktown; and

Whereas, This three hundred and twenty-fifth anni-
versary program of the patriotic citizens of Saugus is
being arranged by the Board of Selectmen, Town Mana-
ger Walter E. Lawrence, and other officials and citizens
as an inspiration to youth in these days when a Godless
and materialistic philosophy seeks to undermine all that
Saugus has stood for over the centuries, and as a guide-
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post to indicate the increasingly great role to be played
in our Commonwealth by this Essex County town with
its memories of the past and its eyes focused upon an
even greater future; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Great and General Court extends
its congratulations and felicitations to the Town of Saugus
upon this auspicious occasion, together with its sincere
best wishes for its continued growth and prosperity; and
be it further

Resolved, That in recognition of the fact that Saugus
was one of the eight founding towns of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony which in sixteen hundred and thirty-four
joined to form one of the first legislative assemblies in
America, thereby making possible representative govern-
ment in Massachusetts, this General Court authorizes
the appointment of a committee of eight, of whom five
shall be designated by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and three by the President of the Sen-
ate, to officially extend the congratulations of the Com-
monwealth at a civic celebration to be conduted by the
citizens of Saugus in this three hundred and twenty-fifth
anniversary year of their settlement; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed to
send a suitably inscribed copy of these Joint Resolutions
to the Town of Saugus to be preserved in its archives for
the benefit of posterity.


