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or fire fighter who, on or after August sixteenth, nineteen hundred and 
fifty-six, has been eligible for superannuation retirement under sections 
eighty to eighty-five, inclusive, or section eighty-five E, in effect in the 
city or town in which he is employed. Approved February 15, 1961. 

Chap. 72. AN ACT ELIMINATING THE MINIMUM FINE AND INCREASING 
THE MAXIMUM TERM OF IMPRISONMENT FOR VIOLATIONS 
OF THE PROVISIONS OF LAW PROHIBITING MEMBERS, 
AGENTS OR EMPLOTEES OF HOUSING AUTHORITIES FROM 
HAVING ANY FINANCIAL INTEREST IN PROJECTS THEREOF. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 26 0 of chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out the second paragraph, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 
574 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph: — 

No member, agent or employee of a housing authority shall, directly 
or indirectly, have any financial interest in any property to be included 
in, or any contract for property or materials to be furnished or used in 
connection with, any project of such housing .authority. Whoever 
violates any provision of the preceding sentence shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or both. Approved February 15, 1961. 

C h a p . 7 3 . A N A C T P R O V I D I N G T H A T T H E A P P L I C A T I O N F O R T H E R E G I S 

T R A T I O N OF A MOTOR VEHICLE CONTAIN CERTAIN IDENTI
FYING NUMBERS OF SAID VEHICLE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended 
by chapter 305 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph: — Application for the registration of motor vehicles 
and trailers may be made by the owner thereof. The application shall 
contain, in addition to such other particulars as may be required by the 
registrar, a statement of the name, place of residence and address of the 
applicant, with a brief description of the motor vehicle or trailer, in
cluding the name of the maker, such number or numbers as may be 
required by the registrar to properly identify the vehicle and the charac
ter of the motor power. The registration fee as required in section 
thirty-three shall accompany such application. 

SECTION 2. Section 9 of said chapter 90 is hereby amended by striking 
out the last sentence, as appearing in chapter 283 of the acts of 1941, 
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — A motor vehicle 
or trailer shall be deemed to be registered in accordance with this chapter 
notwithstanding any mistake in so much of the description thereof con
tained in the application for registration or in the certificate required 
to be filed under section thirty-four B as relates to the type of such 
vehicle or trailer or to the identifying number or numbers required by 
the registrar or any mistake in the statement of residence of the applicant 
contained in said application or certificate. 

SECTION 3. Section 62 of chapter 140 of the General Laws, as amended 
by section 3 of chapter 181 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended 
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by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence: — Such description, in the case of motor vehicles, 
shall also include the identifying number or numbers required by the 
registrar, and shall also include a statement that the identifying number 
or numbers have been removed, defaced, altered, changed, destroyed, 
obliterated or mutilated if such is the fact. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 139, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and 
inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 139. Whoever 
removes, defaces, alters, changes, destroys, obliterates or mutilates or 
causes to be removed or destroyed or in any way defaced, altered, 
changed, obliterated or mutilated, the identifying number or numbers 
of a motor vehicle or trailer, with intent thereby to conceal the identity 
of such motor vehicle or trailer shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one 
year, or both; and possession of any motor vehicle or trailer or of any 
part thereof, the identifying number or numbers of which have been so 
removed, defaced, altered, changed, destroyed, obliterated or mutilated 
shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of the foregoing provision. 
Whoever sells or otherwise disposes of or attempts to sell or otherwise 
dispose of a motor vehicle or trailer, knowing or having reason to be
lieve that ihe identifying number or numbers of said motor vehicle or 
trailer have been so removed, defaced, altered, changed, destroyed, 
obliterated or mutilated, shall be punished by the same fine or imprison
ment, or both. In this section, the phrase "identifying number or 
numbers" shall mean the number or numbers identifying the motor 
vehicle or trailer as required to be contained in an application for regis
tration by section two of chapter ninety, including the identifying num
ber or numbers as restored or substituted under authority of section 
thirty-two A of said chapter ninety. Approved February 15, 1961. 

Chap. 74. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT PRISONERS WHO ARE SERVING 
SENTENCES IN JAILS OR HOUSES OF CORRECTION SHALL 
HAVE SUCH SENTENCES REDUCED BY THE NUMBER OF DAYS 
THEY WERE HELD IN CUSTODY AWAITING TRIAL. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to make effective at once certain provisions of law 
relative to the reduction of sentences of certain prisoners, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 129B, inserted by chapter 350 of the acts of I960, and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: — Section 129B. The sentence of 
any prisoner in any correctional institution of the commonwealth or in 
any house of correction or jail, who was held in custody awaiting trial 
shall be reduced by the number of days spent by him in confinement 
prior to such sentence and while awaiting trial, unless the court in 
imposing such sentence had already deducted therefrom the time during 
which such prisoner had been confined while awaiting trial. 

Approved February 17, 1961. 


