
HOUSE . . . . No. 1717
By Mr. Gaboon of Harwich, petition of the Massachusetts Veterans

Services Agents Association for making certain changes in the laws
relative to eligibility for veterans’ benefits. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act making certain changes in eligibility for
veterans’ benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of section sof
2 chapter 115 of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 section 4 of chapter 590 of the acts of 1951, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “application” in
5 the last line the words: except as provided in sec-
-6 tion sixty-nine B of chapter one hundred and eleven,
7 and except in the case of an applicant who was ad-
-8 mitted to a municipal or private hospital not more
9 than thirty days before the date of his application and

10 whose hospitalization has been continuous to the date
11 of application.

1 Section 2. Said section sof said chapter 115 is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the third
3 paragraph, inserted by section 1 of chapter 753 of the
4 acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing paragraph;
6 No veterans’ benefits shall be paid to or for any
7 applicant who has been dishonorably discharged from
8 any national soldiers’ or sailors’ home or from a sol-
-9 diers’ home in this commonwealth, unless the commis-
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10 sioner, after a hearing shall otherwise determine, nor
11 to or for any veteran who, when he entered the federal
12 service was a subject or citizen of a neutral country,
13 had filed his intention under the act of Congress ap-
-14 proved July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
15 nor to or for any veteran designated upon his dis-
-16 charge as a conscientious objector; nor to or for any
17 veteran who deserted from the service of the United
18 States during time of war, nor to or for any dependent
19 of such veteran; but a dependent of a deceased veteran
20 shall not be deemed ineligible to receive such benefits
21 by reason of any of the foregoing. No veteran who is
22 or shall be otherwise entitled to veterans’ benefits
23 shall lose his right thereto by reason of his absence
24 from the commonwealth while receiving hospital
25 treatment under order of the United States Veterans
26 Administration at any hospital located outside the
27 commonwealth.


