
No. 1734HOUSE
By Mr. Graham of Boston (by request), petition of Paul C. Wallace

and others for regulating the practice of electrolysis and relative to
the issuance of licenses therefor. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fiftv-Four.

An Act regulating the practice of electrolysis

AND PROVIDING FOR LICENSES THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Within the state department of public
2 health there shall be a board of examiners of elec-
-3 trolysis, and the commissioner of public health,
4 with the approval of the governor, shall, immediately
5 following the enactment of this act, appoint a board
6 of three examiners in electrolysis, one for a term of
7 one year, one for a term of two years, and a third
8 for a term of three years. Thereafter, in the month
9 of January of each year, he shall so appoint a member

10 of said board to serve for a period of three years.
11 One member of said board shall be a physician,
12 licensed to practice in this state, the other two original
13 appointments shall be made from a recommended
14 list of five persons chosen by the Association of
15 Electrologists, Inc., and who are practicing elec-
-16 trologists, residents of this state, and who have
17 practiced electrolysis continuously in this state for
18 a period of at least five years. Except for the phy-
-19 sician member all subsequent, appointments to the
20 board shall be from lists to be furnished annually
21 by the Association of Electrologists, Inc., to the
22 commissioner of public health.
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1 Section 2. For the purpose of this act, electrolysis
2 is defined as the method of removing hair from the
3 human body by the application of an electrical cur-
-4 rent to the hair-papilla by means of a needle or
5 needles to cause decomposition, coagulation or dehy-
-6 dration of the hair-papilla and thus permanently
7 remove the hair.

1 Section 3. Every person who shall hereafter en-
-2 gage in the practice of electrolysis in this state with-
-3 out being duly licensed by said board shall be deemed
4 to be practicing illegally, and upon conviction thereof
5 shall be fined not more than twenty dollars, and every
6 day of the continuation of such illegal practice shall
7 be deemed a separate offence.

1 Section 4. Said board shall issue certificates to
2 practice electrolysis, as herein defined, to such persons
3 as shall comply with the provisions of this act. Any
4 person who shall desire to engage in such practice
5 shall submit in writing, in such form as shall be re-
-6 quired by said board, an application for a certificate
7 to engage therein, which said application shall be ac-
-8 companied by a fee of twenty-five dollars.

1 Section 5. Certificates to engage in such practice
2 shall be issued to such applicants as comply with the
3 following requirements;
4 1. Are citizens of the United States and residents
5 of this state for at least two years.
6 2. Have attained the age of twenty-one years.
7 3. Have graduated from a high school or whose
8 education is the equivalent thereof.
9 4. Shall have served as a trainee under the super-

-10 vision of an electrologist, licensed to practice in the
11 state under the provisions hereof, such training course
12 to consist of at least four hundred hours of study and
13 practice in the theory and practical application of
14 electrolysis within a period of six consecutive months.
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15 5. Shall be of good moral character and free of
16 infections; provided, however, such trainee shall reg-
-17 ister with said board upon beginning his or her course
18 of instructions, and the licensed person with whom
19 he or she shall serve such traineeship shall keep a
20 record of the hours of such instruction, and upon
21 the completion of such training course shall so certify
22 to said board.

1 Section 6. The practice of electrolysis shall be
2 engaged in in only a fixed place or establishment,
3 which place or establishment shall be provided with
4 such instruments, implements and equipment, and
5 subject to such sanitary regulations and inspection,
6 as said board may prescribe.
7 Nothing in the preceding paragraph, or in any
8 statute, ordinance, provision of law, rule or regulation
9 shall be construed to prohibit the practice of elec-

-10 trolysis and the maintenance of an electrolysis office,
11 in his or her own home or residence, provided the
12 operator complies with the conditions outlined above.
13 Any person who has been actively engaged in such
14 practice in this state for one year prior to the enact-
-15 ment of this act shall be entitled to a certificate to
16 engage in such practice without examination, upon
17 the payment of a fee of ten dollars.

1 Section 7. Examination of applicants for certif-
-2 icates shall be held at least once a year in the city of
3 Boston, and may be held elsewhere in the discretion
4of the board. The board shall have the power to
5 adopt, and from time to time, change, alter and amend
6 rules and regulations for the conducting of such ex-
-7 aminations, and may fix the fee for re-examination.
8 The board shall issue to each person successfully
9 passing the examination, where an examination is

10 required, and who otherwise satisfied said board of
11 his or her qualifications, a certificate, signed by the
12 chairman of said board, entitling him or her to practice
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13 said business in this state for the annual period stated
14 in said certificate, or until said certificate shall be
15 revoked or suspended, as provided herein. All cer-
-16 tificates shall expire one year from the issuance date,
17 unless sooner suspended or revoked, at an annual fee
18 of five dollars.

1 Section 8. The board shall keep a register in
2 which the names of all persons serving as a trainee,
3 under the supervision of a licensed electrologist, shall
4 be recorded, which register shall be open to public
5 inspection.

1 Section 9. Every certificate issued hereunder shall
2 specify the name of the person to whom it was issued
3 and shall be displayed in the place of business or
4 employment. Said board shall have the power to
5 revoke or suspend any certificate or registration issued
6 hereunder for gross incompetency, unprofessional con-
-7 duct or any cause deemed sufficient in the opinion
8 of the majority of said board; provided, that, before
9 any certificate shall be suspended or revoked, the

10 holder shall be notified in writing of the charge or
11 charges preferred against him or her, and shall have
12 a reasonable time to prepare his or her defence, and
13 shall have the right to be represented by counsel and
14 to be heard and to present his or her defence. Any
15 person whose certificate shall be suspended or revoked
16 may apply to have same reissued, and the same shall
17 be reissued to him or her upon a satisfactory showing
18 that the cause for disqualification has ceased. Said
19 board shall have the power, by its chairman, to sum-
-20 mons any person to appear as a witness and to testify
21 at any hearing of said board, to examine witnesses,
22 administer oaths, and punish for contempt any person
23 refusing to appear or testify.

1 Section 10. Any person aggrieved by any decision
2 or ruling of said board may within thirty days, ex-
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3 elusive of Sundays and holidays, after receiving in
4 writing notice of such decision or ruling, appeal there-
-5 from to the superior court for the county in which
6 the person resides, by filing in the office of the clerk
7 of said court his or her reasons for appeal, and within
8 seven days thereafter filing a copy thereof with the
9 chairman of said board, and said court shall as

10 promptly as may be, and after such notice as the
11 court may direct, hear and determine said appeal.
12 The taking of such appeal shall vacate for all purposes
13 such findings, decision or order pending the deter-
-14 mination of such appeal.

1 Section 11. Any certificates issued under the pro-
-2 visions of this chapter shall be renewed annually by
3 the holders thereof at an annual renewal fee of five
4 dollars.

1 Section 12. The fees provided in this chapter
2 shall be paid to the department of public health,
3 who shall provide quarters for said board.

1 Section 13. The legislators shall annually ap-
-2 propriate such sum or sums as it may deem necessary
3 for the payment of salaries and fees and expenses of
4 the members of said board, said salaries to be fixed
5 by the commissioner of public health and not to
6 exceed one hundred dollars per annum for each
7 member.

1 Section 14. Any person licensed to practice
2 electrolysis in any other state or states, who is, or
3 in good faith intends to become, a resident of this
4 state, where the requirements are the equivalent of
5 those in this state, and who shall otherwise meet the
6 requirements of this act, shall be entitled to take said
7 examination, and if he or she shall pass same, shall,
8 upon the payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars, be
9 entitled to be licensed under the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 15. No person or establishment, licensed
2 under the provisions of this act, shall include in any
3 advertising, prices, fees, charges, reduced fees for per-
-4 forming or rendering any service, or publish, issue or
5 make any representation by false, fraudulent or mis-
-6 leading statements through any means of the press,
7 circulation of advertising matter, radio, television,
8 display signs or otherwise.

1 Section 16. The provisions of this act shall not
2 apply to physicians licensed to practice in this state.

1 Section 17. The act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
3 herewith are hereby repealed.






