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By Mr. Tilden of Scituate, petition of Joseph Sharkey and others
for legislation relative to political committees. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to political committees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out said chapter 52 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following;

4
Political Committees.5

6 Section 1. Ward and Town Committees; Election,
7 Terms, etc. Each political party shall, in every
8 ward and town, elect at the presidential primaries
9 from among the enrolled members of the party resi-

-10 dent in such ward or town a committee to be called
11 a ward or town committee, whose members shall
12 hold office for four years from June first following
13 their election and until their successors shall have
14 organized. If any member shall change his residence
15 from the ward or town in which he was elected
16 during the said four years, he shall cease to be a
17 member at the end of the calendar year during which
18 said residence is changed.
19 Section 2. City Committee. The members of the
20 several ward committees of a political party in a city
21 shall constitute the city committee.
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Section 2. City, Ward and Town Committees;
Organization; Procedure on Failure to elect or organ-
ize. Each city, ward and town committee shall,
within ten days after May first next following the
election of its members, meet and organize by the
choice of a chairman, vice chairman, a secretary, a
treasurer and such other officers as it may decide to
elect. In the event that the chairman is a male, the
vice chairman shall be a female, and if the chairman
is a female, the vice chairman shall be a male. At
such meeting a ward or town committee may add
to its elected members; provided, that by so doing
the total number of members shall not be made to
exceed the number determined under section thir-
teen. A city committee may by vote at any meeting
authorize the appointment of associate members by
any ward committee; and a town committee may
by vote appoint associate members. Associate mem-
bers shall not have the right to vote, but shall have
such other powers and duties as the ward or town
committee may determine. In case there is a failure
of election of a ward or town committee, the city
committee or the state committee, respectively, of
the political party which said ward or town com-
mittee represents shall appoint from among the
voters qualified therefor the members of such com-
mittee and shall call a meeting for its organization,
in such call appointing a time for holding the same
and naming a person to preside thereat. If a ward
committee or a city or town committee fails to meet
within the time prescribed by this section and or-
ganize, the city committee or the state committee,
respectively, of the political party which such ward,
city or town committee represents, shall call a meet-
ing for its organization, in such call appointing a
time for holding the same and naming a person to
preside thereat. In the event that a ward or town
committee fails to meet at the time appointed as
aforesaid and organize, the election of each of its
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members shall be void and the same proceedings
shall be had as is herein provided in the case of a
failure of election.
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Section J. Lists of Officers and Members to be filed.64
The secretary of each city, ward and town com-

mittee shall, within ten days after its organization,
file with the state secretary, with the city or town
clerk and with the secretary of the state committee
of the political party which it represents, a list of
the officers and members of the committee, together
with the addresses of such officers. Within a like
period after the appointment of associate members,
said secretary shall likewise file a list of such associate
members.
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Section 5. Vacancies. A vacancy in the office
of chairman, secretary or treasurer of a city, ward or
town committee or in the membership of a ward or
town committee shall be filled by such committee,
and a statement of any such change shall be filed as
in the case of the officers and members first chosen.
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Section 6. County Committees. Each political
party shall in the manner herein provided, form a
county committee in the several counties, to be
composed of the chairman and vice chairman of
each ward and town committee in the respective
counties. Each county committee shall before the
first day of June next following the election of its
members to their respective town and ward com-
mittees, meet and organize by choice of a chairman,
vice chairman, a secretary, a treasurer, and such
other officers as it may decide to elect. In the
event that the chairman is a male, the vice chair-
man shall be a female, and in the event that the
chairman is a female, the vice chairman shall be a
male. Each ward and town committee shall have
but one vote in the county committee. In the
event that any ward or town committee fails to
elect a chairman or vice chairman, the county com-
mittee shall have full power to organize and carry
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forth its business, subject only to the right of all
town and ward committees to be represented for
future business in accordance with this section as
soon as the respective ward or town committee has
organized and selected its chairman and vice chair-
man. A statement in writing signed by the secretary
of each town and ward committee certifying the
date of the organization meeting of its respective
ward and town committee and the names of its
elected chairman and vice chairman shall be suffi-
cient credentials to the county committee. No
chairman of the county committee shall serve in
such capacity for more than eight consecutive years.
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Section 7. County Committees; Election. Each
county committee shall at the organization meeting
elect one man and one woman from each senatorial
district or part thereof within its respective county
to become, with its chairman, members of the state
committee.
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Section 8. County Committee; Lists of Officers and
Members to be filed. The secretary of each county
committee shall, within ten days after its organiza-
tion, file with the state secretary and with the
secretary of the state committee of the political
party which it represents, a list of the officers and
members of the committee, together with the ad-
dresses of such officers.
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Section 9. State Committee; Election, Terms, etc.
Each political party shall, in the manner herein
provided, organize a state committee to be com-
posed of those men and women who were elected to
the committee by each county committee, the chair-
man of each county committee, the political party’s
candidate for governor, lieutenant governor, secre-
tary of state, treasurer, auditor, and attorney general
at the preceding biennial election. All members
shall hold office until the organization meeting fol-
lowing the next presidential primaries, except those
members who are constitutional party candidates
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who shall serve until the organization meeting
following the next biennial election.
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The members of the state committee shall meet
within fifteen days after June first next following
their election to their respective ward or town com-
mittees and organize by the choice of a chairman, a
secretary, a treasurer and such other officers as < hey
may decide to elect.
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The secretary of the state committee shall file
with the state secretary, and send to each city and
town committee, within ten days after such perma-
nent organization, a list of the members of the state
committee and of its officers.
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A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or
treasurer of the state committee or in the member-
ship thereof shall be filled by said committee, and a
statement of any such change shall be filed as in the
case of the officers first chosen.
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Section 10. State Committee; Executive Committee
Thereof, Members, etc. There shall be an executive
committee of the state committee composed of the
chairman of each county committee to advise the
chairman of the state committee and to carry out
the directives of the state committee.
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Section 11. Disposition of Funds upon Redivision
of a City into Wards. Upon the redivision of a
city into wards, the treasurer of each ward com-
mittee of a ward affected by such redivision shall,
before the termination of office of the members
thereof, pay over to the treasurer of the city com-
mittee representing the same political party such
funds of the ward committee as he has in his posses-
sion after paying all bills. In the statements required
under section seventeen of chapter fifty-five, the
treasurer of the ward committee making such pay-
ment shall report it as a disbursement and the
treasurer of the city committee receiving it shall
report it as a receipt.
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Section 12. Organization of Existing Committees.177
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178 Each committee existing at the time when the party
179 which it represents first polls for governor at a
180 biennial state election three per cent of the entire
181 vote cast in the commonwealth for that office, and
182 each committee existing at the time when the party
183 it represents first polls for mayor or a selectman at
184 a city or town election at least three per cent of the
185 entire vote cast in the citv or town for that office
186 shall be deemed elected under this chapter, and shall
187 be subject to its provisions.
188 Section 13. Number of Members, etc., How Fixed.
189 The state committee shall fix the number of dele-
190 gates to the state convention, not less than one for
191 each ward and each town, to be chosen by the ward
192 or town committee. City and town committees,
193 respectively, shall fix the number of members of
194 ward and town committees to be elected at the
195 presidential primaries, not less than three or more
196 than thirtv-five for each ward and each town.
197 Notice of the number of committee members to be
198 elected shall be given by the city or town committee,
199 as the ease may be, to the state secretary on or
200 before February first of the year in which such
201 persons are to be elected. In case a city or town
202 committee fails to fix the number of the members
203 of a ward or town committee, and to give such
204 notice, the number of members of such ward or
205 town committee to be elected shall not exceed ten.
206 Upon the choice of delegates to a state convention
207 the chairman of the ward or town committee, as
208 the case may be, shall notify in writing the chairman
209 of the state committee of the respective party, who
210 shall thereupon issue proper certificates to the per-
211 sons so chosen.
212 Section If. Committees May Make Rules and
213 Regulations, etc. A state, county, city or town
214 committee may make rules and regulations con-
-215 sistent with law, for its proceedings, and a state
216 committee may make rules and regulations, consistent
217 with law, for calling conventions.






