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Executive Department,
State House. Boston, January 21, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The growing spectre of Juvenile Delinquency in Massa-
chusetts caused me to make pointed reference to it in
my Annual Message. This problem not only begets in-
dividual tragedy, but also saps the morale of the entire
community, and in no other area is co-ordinated action
more necessary now.

With the objective of making a frontal attack upon
juvenile delinquency, I transmit herewith a Resolve which
I trust will receive that action which conditions in this
field require.

I recommend an appropriation in advance of the gen-
eral appropriation to enable that Commission, established
under this Resolve, to proceed to the tasks laid upon it
by the Resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

HOUSE No. 2298

Cf)t Commontoealtt) of egassacfnisietts

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.



HOUSE No. 2298. [Jan. 1954.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolve establishing a state youth commission.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission con-
-2 sisting of a chairman to be appointed by the governor
3 with six associate ex-officio members; the commis-
-4 sioners of public welfare, public health, mental health
5 and education, the director of the division of youth
6 service and the judge of the Boston juvenile court or
7 their nominees, is hereby established for the purpose
8 of making a study of facilities available for meeting
9 the problem of juvenile delinquency.

10 Said commission shall give consideration to the pos-
-11 sibility of co-ordination at the local level and alloca-
-12 tion to the various state departments of the respective
13 responsibilities which should be theirs in coping with
14 juvenile delinquency, and shall in addition be charged
15 with the responsibility of calling a state-wide confer-
-16 ence of all officials and agencies interested for the
17 purpose of determining the dimensions of the problem,
18 the extent and success of various efforts now under-
-19 way to meet it, and those areas in which the common-
-20 wealth or its agencies may render the greatest possible
21 assistance.
22 Said commission shall report its findings to the gen-
-23 eral court on or before May first, nineteen hundred
24 and fifty-four, and there is hereby appropriated for
25 expenses and legal, clerical and other assistance, the
26 sum of fifteen hundred dollars in advance of the gen-
-27 eral appropriation.
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