
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION
RELATIVE TO IMPROVING FAIRHAVEN
HARBOR.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 2, 1953

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 71,
Resolves of 1953, the Department of Public Works sub-
mits its report on its investigation relative to the im-
provement of Fairhaven Harbor.

Chapter 71 of the Resolves of 1953 provides as follows:

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to continue its investigation and study relative to the
advisability and expediency of providing for the improvement of the
port facilities at Fairhaven Harbor. Said department shall, in making
its investigation and study, consider the subject matter of current
house document numbered 2771, providing for an investigation and
study by said department relative to a sidewalk along a portion of
U. S. Route 6in the town of Fairhaven. Said department shall re-
port to the general court the results of its investigation and study,
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

No appropriation was made for this investigation.
The subject matter of this resolve, other than the

investigation and study relative to a sidewalk along U. S.
Route 6, has been under consideration for a number of
years, and certain reports have been made by special
commissions established by chapter 59 of the Resolves of
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1946, chapter 40 of the Resolves of 1949, and by the
Department by chapter 47 of the Resolves of 1952.

Suggestions as to the nature of proposed improvements
to the harbor were outlined in Senate, No. 560 of 1947,
to include certain dredging and filling, bulkhead con-
struction and related work, to provide a better channel
and anchorage area, and improvement of the berthing
space, which were outlined in a previous study by the
Department.

The fulfillment of these plans is contingent upon such
improvements in Fairhaven Harbor as the federal gov-
ernment may undertake, a study for which is now under-
way by the War Department.

In view of these circumstances the Department is not
in a position to make specific recommendations as to
this project, but does recommend that the Department
be authorized to continue its study, pending receipt of
information relative to federal government action in this
matter.

The section of this resolve relative to an investigation
and study of a sidewalk along a portion of U. S. Route 6
in the town of Fairhaven will be submitted as a separate
report.

A draft of legislation to carry the recommendations
into effect is submitted herewith.

Respectfully submitted

John A. Volpe,
Commissioner.

Frederick B. Dole,
Francis V. Matera,

Associate Commissioners.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Rodolphe G. Bessette,
Director, Division of Waterways.
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Resolve authorizing and directing the department

OF PUBLIC WORKS TO CONTINUE AN INVESTIGATION AND
STUDY RELATIVE TO IMPROVING PAIRHAVEN HARBOR.

1 Resolved, That the department of public works is
2 hereby authorized and directed to continue to make
3 an investigation and study relative to the advisability
4 and expediency of providing for the improvement of
5 the port facilities at Fairhaven harbor. Said depart-
-6 ment shall report to the general court the results of
7 its investigation and study, and its recommendations,
8 if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
9 carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the

10 same with the clerk of the house of representatives on
11 or before the first Wednesday in the current year.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Clie Commontoealt!) of Q^asisac&umtsi

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.




