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To the Honorable Senate and House

of Representatives of Massachusetts

in General Court Assembled.

Chapter 88 of the Resolves of the 1953 legislative session authorizes the Metropolitan District Commission to
make an investigation and study relative to necessary
improvements in the Metropolitan District area, as
follows:
Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and directed to make an investigation and study relative to
necessary improvements in the metropolitan district area. In the
course of its investigation said commission shall consider the subject
matter of current senate document numbered 98, current house documents numbered 224, 228, 354, 355, 438, 524, 683, 689, 1088, 1104,
1561, 1990, 1993, 2209, 2322 and 2412. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary
to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives not later than the first Wednesday
Approved July 2, 1955.
in December in the current year.

Senate Bill No. 98 proposes the erection and maintenance of a bandstand on Mystic River Reservation,
adjoining Mystic Valley Parkway, between Main Street
and Winthrop Street in Medford.
As $25,000 was provided in the 1953 “capital outlay”
budget (chapter 660) for the construction of a band-
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stand as described in chapter 98 of the Resolves, the
Commission assumes that no further report on this
project is required.
House Bill No. 224 authorizes the construction of a
playground near the Middlesex Fells Zoo in the Pond
Street district of Stoneham.
There are substantial reasons justifying the establishment of a playground at this location as a great many
children visit the zoo during the greater part of the year,
land under commission control is readily available, and
the job of fencing and grading a suitable plot and installing playground equipment could be accomplished at
nominal cost.
House Bill No. 228 provides for fencing along Neponset Valley Parkway, adjoining the Readville railroad
a desirable
yards and the Westinghouse Electric plant
safety measure to keep children from a thickly populated
neighborhood from a dangerous area. The estimated
cost of installing a fence would be $B,OOO.
House Bill No. 354 proposes the erection of fencing
along both banks of the Mystic River from Medford
Street to Alewife Brook Parkway, in Arlington and
Medford.
A veterans’ housing project has been completed in this
neighborhood, with another development of the same
kind under construction. A number of new two-family
houses and apartment buildings have also been built, all
of which results in quite a concentration of children who
use commission land for play.
Similar conditions have prompted the installation of
fences along portions of Alewife Brook Parkway as well
as the Neponset River, where a number of drownings
occurred before protective fencing w as provided.
The fence needed in this area will run to a total of
8,000 feet for both sides of the river, the estimated cost
of which would be $28,000.
This work should be co-ordinated with the contemplated continuation of the improvement of the bed and
slopes of Alewife Brook. (See House, No. 689.)
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House Bill No. 355 authorizes an extension of Mystic
Valley Parkway on the east side of the Mystic River from
Harvard Avenue to a point opposite the junction of Mystic Valley Parkway and Alewife Brook Parkway. The
estimated cost of the work would be from $40,000 to
$50,000. An earlier study of this project (see House,
No. 2209 of 1953) also recommended the construction of
a bridge across the Mystic River to effect a junction of
the new roadway with Alewife Brook Parkway and the
present Mystic Valley Parkway if maximum usefulness
is to be obtained. The cost of a bridge, of course, will
materially add to our estimate for the roadway.
House, No. 438 provides for the construction of a traffic
outlet for outbound traffic from the Storrow Memorial
Drive, east of Boston University bridge on to Commonwealth Avenue or thereabout.
This bill substantially covers the same idea as propounded in earlier suggestions for a connection between
Storrow Memorial Drive (or Soldiers Field Road) and
Commonwealth Avenue, on which it has been generally
agreed that the connection be made across the railroad
tracks to Gaffney Street and Commonwealth Avenue.
The Commission, with funds presently available for
highway improvements and developments, is now carrying on a study to determine the practicality and exact
location of a connection between Soldiers Field Road and
Commonwealth Avenue as contemplated in this bill.
House, No. 524 proposes an amendment to chapter 701
of the Acts of 1951 which authorized a taking by eminent
domain of about 247,109 square feet of land bordering
the William T. Morrissey Boulevard at Freeport Street,
Dorchester, the taking to be made under the terms of
chapter 80A of the General Laws, with the sum of
$6,221 appropriated for the purpose.
This bill would allow the taking to be made under the
terms of chapter 79 as well as chapter 80A, as the latter
provides, among other things, that court proceedings to
establish a settlement may be discontinued if funds available for the purpose prove to be insufficient. Under
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chapter 79 any proceedings initiated would have to go
to a conclusion, and any judgment in excess of the $6,221
available w'ould have to be paid, probably by a required
appropriation of the difference between the amount available and the judgment figure.
We understand that the intent of the petitioners in
asking for the acquisition of this land by the Commission is for a recreational development. The city of Boston some years ago operated a bathhouse in the area,
probably under a lease, as we believe the city never
owned it.
As the Commission has developed a fine bathing beach
and has constructed a modern bathhouse and parking
area at Malibu Beach, only a short distance away from
this land since the city of Boston discontinued operation
of the bathhouse on it, we see no particular need for the
acquisition of this land and its development for recreational use.
House Bill No. 683 provides for needed repairs at
Revere Beach to sea walls and shelter pavilion foundation
which serve as sea walls, damaged by heavy storms and
abnormally high tides, due principally to the badly
eroded condition of the beach.
It is expected that the Commission will be able to do
some of this work with currently available funds, and
that additional work of the same kind to complete the
repairs can be attended to in the near future.
House Bill No. 689 provides for continuing the paving
and improvement of the bed and slopes of Alewife Brook,
a project started several years ago when an authorization
of $200,000 was approved with the understanding that
$50,000 would be appropriated in each of the four following years.

Of the total, $175,000 has been appropriated, the last
$50,000 of which was included in our 1953 fiscal budget.
As the work has been considerably greater in cost than
originally estimated, it is quite likely that close to $2OO-,
000 more will be needed to complete the work at current
costs. No more than $50,000, however, has been appropriated in any year since the original authorization.
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House Bill No. 1088 directs the Metropolitan District
Commission to inquire into the desirability and economic
feasibility of constructing, operating and maintaining a
chlorine manufacturing plant.
It is the opinion of the Commission that chlorine manufacturing is a hazardous, competitive business, dependent
for its success on ability to purchase electrical energy at
low cost, the sale of by-products which are presently in
surplus, and the employment of considerable numbers of
skilled personnel to maintain and operate the chlorine
plant twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.
It is estimated that the Commission requirements for
chlorine will amount to 1,000 tons a year when the treatment plant at Deer Island is completed. While the Commission appreciates that high prices are being paid for
chlorine at the present time, it believes that much of the
cost is attributable to lack of storage facilities, and that
efforts should be directed to provide storage facilities
rather than engage in the business of manufacturing
chlorine.

Review of available publications indicate that about
sixty private concerns are presently engaged in the manufacture of chlorine in the United States, and that adequate
competition is being experienced in marketing chlorine.
Chlorine is manufactured by the electrolysis of a strong
brine solution, the equation of which is
riPnl
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The equipment used in the manufacture is subjected
to very severe corrosive action attributable to the presence
of caustic soda and hydrochloric acid. At a plant visited
in Rhode Island, information furnished indicated that
complete replacement of pumps and critical equipment
was necessary every five years. It also developed on this
visit that unpredictable explosions occurred from time to
time, and that these explosions might entail the loss of
control of substantial amounts of poisonous gases. With
respect to the escape of poisonous gases, it should be
noted that in the event of fire or bombing, lethal gas in
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amounts capable of covering an area of four to five square
miles might be liberated. In view of this, it is most important to select a site remote from inhabited areas for
the manufacture of chlorine.
It is estimated that $700,000 would be required to cover
the cost of the chlorine manufacturing facility, exclusive
of storage and transportation facilities. In addition, at
least forty skilled and semi-skilled personnel would be
required to maintain and operate the plant twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week. Further, it is estimated
that 300,000 kilowatt hours of electrical energy at 1,350
amps would be required each month to dissociate the
brine and produce chlorine gas.
At the present time the Commission is purchasing 450
tons of chlorine per year at a price of 11 cents per pound.
The high cost is, in the opinion of the Commission, attributable to a seasonal demand as a result of a lack of
adequate storage facilities, and the requirement to maintain trucking service between the manufacturer and the
Nut Island treatment plant. Within the year the Commission expects to give consideration to the acquisition
of a railroad siding, with storage facilities, for the purchase of chlorine in tank cars. This will entail the construction of liquid chlorine storage and transfer facilities.
From a 600-ton storage facility the chlorine could be
trucked in ton containers to the treatment plant. It
will also be necessary to purchase either additional automotive equipment by the Commission, or to contract
with a transportation company to move ton containers
from the siding to the treatment plant.
House Bill No. 1104 provides for the construction of a
motor traffic interchange, including a grade separation at
the Brookline Avenue-Boylston Street-Park Drive intersection in the city of Boston.
Preliminary study of the traffic problem at this junction indicates very pointedly that there is no question as
to the desirability and need for the development of upto-date facilities for handling traffic in this area.
The Commission will be quite agreeable to making a
detailed study of the problem if directed to do so.
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House Bill No. 1561 provides for the reconstruction of
the shore protection along Lynn Shore Reservation.
The Commission has some currently available funds in
its budget which should be adequate to make the repairs
necessary at the present time.
House Bill No. 1990 authorizes the construction of an
extension of Lynn Fells Parkway from its present terminus
at the Newburyport Turnpike (Route 1) to Walnut
Street in Lynn (Route 129), a distance of about one half
mile.

Land takings for this proposed roadway were made in
1932, and a WPA project soon after provided some clearing and subgrading of the roadway location.
There is considerable justification for the construction
of this project, as it will provide a more direct connection
from Lynn Fells Parkway to the Lynn Woods and the
North Shore beach communities. At present motor
traffic going in that direction must follow the turnpike to
its interesection with Walnut Street, making it necessary
to do considerable back tracking to get from Lynn Fells
Parkway to Lynn Woods and the North Shore beaches.
House Bill No. 1993 would supplement a 1952 appropriation of $250,000 by a like amount, or a total of
$500,000, to restore the badly eroded beach at Revere
Beach Reservation to an elevation generally equivalent
to the level of the beach before the long continuing erosion
began thirty or more years ago.

Explorations have been completed and suitable sand
banks have been located off shore, which should provide
enough material to do the work satisfactorily.
As the existing appropriation will not be sufficient to
finish this work, we recommend that additional funds be
provided, as it is quite essential to continue and complete
the work as soon as possible.
House Bill No. 2209 is a report of the Commission to
the 1953 session on a number of bills for improvements in
the Metropolitan Parks District, some of which have been
re-introduced and included in this resolve.
House Bill No. 2322 is in the form of a study resolve of
the following bills:
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Senate Bill No. 316, for the construction of a recreational area in Chelsea; House No. 223 directs a transfer
of World War Memorial Park in East Boston from the
Airport Management Board to the Metropolitan District
Commission; House No. 226, for an enclosed children's
playground at the Charlesbank in Boston; House, N 0231
would authorize the construction of six outdoor artificial
ice skating rinks in Greater Boston; House, No. 357 asks
for two skating rinks at the Boston Common and Public
Garden; House No. 430, for additional recreation areas
in Charlestown; House No. 686, for a recreation area in
the vicinity of Dilboy Field, Somerville; House No. 1083,
for two play areas in Mattapan; House No. 1101, for a
playground at Hyde Park; House No. 1108, for a playground on the Charles River in Watertown; House
No. 1559, for a recreational center adjoining Stony Brook
Pond in Hyde Park; House No. 1998, for a recreation
area on Revere Beach Parkway in Chelsea; House No.
2005, for a winter sports area in Medford; House No.
2011, for a recreation center at the junction of Alewife
Brook Parkway and Mystic Valley Parkway in Somerville; House No. 2014, for a recreation area on Riverside
Avenue in Medford; and House No. 2169, a special report
of the Commission to the 1953 session relative to the
recreational possibilities of Muddy Pond in Hyde Park
and the establishment of a recreational area along Muddy
River in West Roxbury and Hyde Park.
As regards the foregoing the Commission would respectfully advise that the transfer of World War Memorial
Park in East Boston to the Commission (House, No. 223)
was authorized by chapter 528 of the Acts of 1953; that
the Commission is about to construct a children’s playground at the Charlesbank in Boston as proposed in
House No. 226; and that the Commission has a budget
allowance for additional playgrounds in Charlestown, as
asked for in House No. 430, which will be constructed
when the city of Boston provides land for them.
On the rest of the bills listed under House No. 2322,
the Commission respectfully suggests that they be in-
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corporated in the over-all recreational survey of the
Metropolitan Parks District recommended in its report
on chapter 78 of the Resolves of 1953, and that funds be
provided for the purpose.
House, No. 2412 directs the Commission to study House
Bill 435, asking for the construction of a traffic circle at
the intersection of Alewife Brook Parkway and Mystic
Valley Parkway in Somerville, and House Bill 436, to
construct overpasses, underpasses or traffic circles at the
junction of Massachusetts Avenue and Alewife Brook
Parkway and at Broadway and Alewife Brook Parkway.
During a discussion of the foregoing bills before the
Committee on Metropolitan Affairs at the last session, it
was suggested that an over-all study of the practicability
of widening and improving both Fresh Pond Parkway and
Alewife Brook Parkway be made before any definite action is taken regarding particular improvements at any
of the suggested intersections.
This study is now in progress, and the Commission
plans to make further report on this subject at an early
date.
Respectfully submitted,
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION

Charles W. Greenough,
Commissioner.

