
SENATE 201

To accompany the petition of James F. Shurtleff for legislation
relative to certain petitions filed under the provisions of the civil
service law. Civil Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

an Act relating to certain petitions filed under

PROVISIONS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 If there is filed with the clerk of a city or town using
2 official ballots at town elections a petition conforming
3 to this section, requesting that an office or offices in
4 such city or town which has or have been placed
5 within the classified civil service under the provisions
6 of General Laws, chapter thirty-one, section forty-
-7 nine A (or any special act) and specified in the peti-
-8 tion to be removed from the classified civil service,
9 the question or questions whether such office or offices

10 shall be removed from said service shall be submitted
11 to the registered voters of such city or town at the
12 next regular municipal election occurring after the ex-
-13 piration of sixty days following the filing of said
14 petition.
15 No petition under this section shall be received for
16 filing unless it is signed either by not less than five
17 thousand registered voters of the city or town or by
18 not less than five per cent of the total number of
19 registered voters of such city or town, and the names
20 of the voters so signing are certified as provided in
21 chapter thirty-one of section forty-nine A.
22 A question or questions under this section shall be
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23 printed on the official ballot to be used at a regular
24 municipal election in substantially the following
25 form;

26 Section 1. (Part 1) Shall the city (or town) vote
27 that the office of (title of office) be removed from the
28 classified civil service? Yes No
29 (Part 2) If it is voted to remove the office of (title
30 of office) from the classified civil service, shall the
31 city (or town) vote to provide that (name of incum-
-32 bent) the present incumbent of said office shall be
33 deemed to be removed from and no longer subject to
34 the classified civil service? Yes No
35 There shall be a separately numbered question for
36 each office sought to be removed from the classified
37 civil service under this section.
38 The office specified in Part lof each question sub-
-39 mitted under this section, in answer to which a ma-
-40 jority of the voters voting thereon vote in the affirma-
-41 tive, shall be removed from the classified civil service,
42 upon death or retirement of the present incumbent of
43 said office; provided, that if Part 2 of the question in
44 which such office is specified is so answered in the
45 affirmative, such office shall upon the effective date
46 of this act be deemed to be removed from the classi-
-47 tied civil service and the incumbent thereof shall be
48 deemed to be removed from and no longer subject to
49 said service upon such effective date.
50 The words “registrars of voters” as used in this
51 section shall include election commissioners or other
52 officers performing similar duties.
53 The provisions of section sixteen of chapter fifty-
-54 three relative to the preservation of nomination papers
55 shall apply to petitions filed with a city or town clerk
56 under this section.


