
SENATE 230

To accompany the petition of Richard H. Lee that Congress be
memorialized to call a convention for the purpose of revising the fifth
amendment, and adopting certain other amendments to the federal
constitution. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the

UNITED STATES TO CALL A CONVENTION FOR THE PUR-

POSE OF REVISING THE FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE CON-
STITUTION, AND ADOPTING CERTAIN OTHER AMEND-
MENTS TO THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

Whereas, Recent events have revealed an ever in-
creasing tendency for certain persons to avail themselves
of the cloak of immunity from prosecution afforded by
Article V of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States; and

Whereas, It is necessary in view of present conditions
to strengthen the law enforcing agencies of the nation,
and to apprehend wrong doers and criminals who are
seeking to undermine the foundation of the country, with
due regard to the rights of the individual; therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
hereby makes application to the Congress of the United
States to call a convention pursuant to the provisions of
Article V of the Constitution of the United States for pro-
posing a revision to Article V of the Amendments to the
Constitution and for proposing such other amendment
thereto as is submitted herewith:

That said Article V be amended by striking out the
words “nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to
be a witness against himself”; and that the following
amendment be adopted:
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Art. XXIII. It shall be the duty of all persons called
as witnesses in criminal courts to give testimony on mat-
ters relevant to the issues before the court. Counsel and
court may comment upon the failure or refusal of such
a witness to reply to questions properly put to him, but
no punishment or threat thereof shall be used to induce
his testimony, nor shall his silence be deemed to be con-
tempt of court.

No person in custody of law while awaiting trial shall
be denied reasonable opportunity to communicate with
his counsel, a relative or friend, nor the right to receive
visitors at reasonable hours. No confession or statement
made by such person while under arrest awaiting trial
shall be used against him in any case in which he testi-
fies. : and be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth
transmit forthwith copies of these resolutions to the
President of the United States, to the presiding officer of
each branch of the Congress, and to each member thereof
from this commonwealth.


