
SENATE .... No. 584
To accompany the petition of Marcien Jenckes and another for

legislation to authorize the Children’s Hospital and Infants Hospital
to form an alliance for the purpose of maintaining and operating in
common a medical center. Public Health.

section 7 of chapter 3 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 364
if the Acts of 1937 and section 2A of chapter 549 of the Acts of 1943.)

December 8, 1?

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the Senate on December, 4, 1953 with the
request for a memorandum.

The Children’s Hospital was chartered as a corporation
on February 26, 1869 under Chapter 44. For other
Acts affecting the corporation reference may be had to

Acts of 1881, chapter 146. 1
Acts of 1887, chapter 92.
Acts of 1894, chapter 167.
Acts of 1911, chapter 49.
Acts of 1923, chapter 53.
Acts of 1929, chapter 5.
Acts of 1931, chapter 37.
Acts of 1938, chapter 21.
Acts of 1947, chapter 130 (may hold real and personal estate to

an amount not exceeding twenty-five million dollars, including
the amount which it is already authorized by law to hold).

Infants Hospital was organized on January 21, 1881,
under chapter 375 of the Acts of 1874, under the title
of “The West End Day Nursery Society.” On April 11,
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1895, the name was changed to “West End Day Nursery
and Infants Hospital.” On April 18, 1903, the name was
changed to “Thomas Morgan Rotch, Jr., Memorial
Hospital for Infants.” On April 6, 1907, it assumed its
present title.

These two corporations seek legislative authority to
form an alliance for the purpose of maintaining and
operating in common a medical center.

In my opinion the object sought by the petition cannot
be accomplished under the General Laws, but requires
special legislation.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, section 7.
No opinion is herein expressed upon the merits of the

proposal.
Section 4 of the bill says that the act is to take effect

upon its passage, but the bill contains no emergency
preamble.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM A. SCHAN,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act to authorize the children’s hospital and

INFANTS HOSPITAL TO FORM AN ALLIANCE FOR THE
PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING AND OPERATING IN COMMON
A MEDICAL CENTER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Children’s Hospital and Infants
2 Hospital, charitable corporations organized and exist-
-3 ing under the laws of Massachusetts, and such other
4 charitable corporations heretofore or hereafter or-
-5 ganized under said Law T s as may be mutually agreed
6 upon, in furtherance of their respective corporate
7 purposes, are hereby authorized and empowered to
8 form an alliance for, and otherwise co-operate in,
9 establishing, maintaining and operating a medical

10 center, and to render mutual services and operate
11 one or more plants in common in connection with
12 such medical center.

1 Section 2. Said corporations are hereby author-
-2 ized and empowered to enter into such mutual agree-
-3 ment or agreements, to take such other action, and
4 to acquire and hold, either separately, jointly or as
5 tenants in common, such real and personal property
6 as they may respectively deem necessary or desirable
7 for the accomplishment of the objects set forth in
8 section one; provided, however, that none of said
9 corporations exceed the limits imposed by law upon

10 the amount of property which each may acquire and
11 hold, and for the purpose of computing said limits
12 each of said corporations shall, in the absence of an
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13 agreement between them to the contrary, be con-
-14 sidered as holding an equal part of any property owned
15 jointly or in common as aforesaid; and said corpora-
-16 tions respectively are hereby further authorized and
17 empowered to expend such of their funds, not restricted
18 to other purposes, as they may respectively deem
19 necessary or desirable to accomplish any of the objects
20 set forth in this act.

1 Section 3. Any personal property from time to
2 time held by said corporations as provided in this
3 act, and any real property so held, in so far as such
4 real property shall be occupied by one or more of said
5 corporations or their officers for the objects set forth
6 in this act, shall be considered for the purposes of
7 taxation as property of the kind described in para-
-8 graph three of section five of chapter fifty-nine of the
9 General Laws, irrespective of whether such property

10 shall be held separately, jointly or as tenants in
11 common.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


