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The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was reso much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to making available to veterans of the Korean
War and their families the same benefits that have been
made available to veterans of World War II (page 11);
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 73) of
Charles W. Hedges that provision be made for the establishment of certain qualifications for out-patient treatment at, admission to, and hospitalization in, the Soldiers’
Home in Massachusetts and the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke; the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 408)
of Charles W. Hedges for legislation to extend to veterans of the air force and to personnel of the air force in
the armed forces, the rights, privileges and benefits available to other veterans and personnel of the armed forces;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 186) of
Henry E. Keenan and Frank J. Montesano for the issuance of insurance brokers’ licenses without fee to certain
persons who have served in the armed forces of the United
States during hostilities in Korea; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 243) of William C. Sullivan
for making certain persons eligible for admission to the
Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts and the Soldiers’ Home
in Holyoke; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 593) of Charles W. Capraro for the granting without
fee to Korean veterans of special licenses to act as hawkers
or peddlers; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 1452) of the Disabled American Veterans, Department of Massachusetts, and William C. Sullivan for the
issuance of insurance brokers’ licenses without fee to cer-

ferred

9

SENATE

No. 697.

[Apr.

tain war veterans; the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1512) of Coleman J. Clonan for legislation defining further the word “veteran” as used in the law®
relating to veterans’ benefits; the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 1889) of Leo J. Cournoyer for an
amendment of the law providing for the issuance of insurance brokers’ licenses to certain persons without fee;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1968) of
John J. Toomey for legislation to define further the term
“veteran” under the law providing veterans’ benefits;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2084) of
Fred L. True, Jr., for legislation to define the phrase “in
time of war” as used in the civil service law; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2167) of Fred L.
True, Jr., that certain veterans’ benefits be extended to
persons who served in the armed forces during the Korean
campaign; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 2170) of William X. Wall for legislation to permit
the admission of veterans of the Korean War to the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts at Chelsea; and the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2171) of Patrick
J. Sonny McDonough and David J. O’Connor that certain persons be made eligible for admission to the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts and the Soldiers’ Home in
Holyoke, report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 697).
For the committee,
CHARLES W. HEDGES.
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No. 697.

C&c CommontoealtJ) of egassacjnwtts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act
of

further defining the rights and privileges

veterans,

and

extending

such

rights

and

PRIVILEGES TO VETERANS OF THE KOREAN WAR.

1
Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to provide forth-

-3
4
5
6

with for certain rights and privileges for veterans,
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
Section 1. Section 7of chapter 4of the General
1
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of chap-3 ter 319 of the acts of 1953, is hereby further amended
4 by adding at the end thereof the following clause:

5

Forty-third, “Veteran” shall mean any person,
6 male or female, including a nurse, (a) whose last dis-

-7
8
9
10
11
12

13

I

14

15
16

17
18
19
20

charge or release from his wartime service was under
honorable conditions, and who ( b ) served in the army,
navy, marine corps, coast guard or air force of the
United States for not less than ninety days’ active
service, ten days of which was wartime service, unless
he has been awarded a service-connected disability or
a Purple Heart as a result of such wartime service.
“Wartime service” shall mean service during any
of the periods of time described below or for which
such medals described below are awarded.
“Spanish War Veteran” shall mean any person
described above who performed such service between
February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two.
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“World War I Veteran” shall mean any person
21
22 described above who (a) performed such service be-23 tween April sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen,
24 and November eleventh, nineteen hundred and eight-25 een, or (b ) has been awarded the World War I Vic-26 tory Medal, or (c) performed such service between

27 March twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and seventeen,
28 and August fifth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, as
29 a Massachusetts National Guardsman.
“World War II Veteran” shall mean any person
30
31 described above who performed such service between
32 September sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty, and
33 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-six.
“Korean Veteran” shall mean any person described
34
35 above who performed such service between June
36 twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty, and the
37 termination of the Korean emergency as declared by
38 proper federal authority.
“WAAC” shall mean any woman so discharged
39
40 who so served in any corps or unit of the United
41 States established for the purpose of enabling women
42 to serve with, or as auxiliary to, the armed forces of
43 the United States.
None of the following shall be deemed to be a
44
45 “veteran”:
(a) Any person who at the time of entering into the
46
armed
forces of the United States had declared his
47
48 intention to become a subject or citizen of the United
49 States and withdrew his intention under the provisions
50 of the act of Congress approved July ninth, nineteen
51 hundred and eighteen.
(6) Any person who was discharged from the said
52
53 armed forces on his own application or solicitation by
54 reason of his being an enemy alien.
(c) Any person who was designated as a con55
-56 scientious objector upon his last discharge or release
57 from the armed forces of the United States.
58
{d) Any person who has been proved guilty of
59 wilful desertion.
(e) Any person whose only service in the armed
60
61 forces of the United States consists of his service as a
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member of the coast guard auxiliary or as a temporary
member of the coast guard reserve, or both.
“Armed forces” shall include army, navy, marine
corps, air force and coast guard.
Any person eligible for such medal or badge shall
be deemed to have been awarded such medal or badge.

Section 2. Section 12 of chapter 31 of the General
1
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 27 of the
3 acts of 1951, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out the fifth sentence of the first paragraph and in-5 serting in place thereof the following:-—The director

6
7
8
-9

shall combine into one list all similar eligible lists for
the same position in the order of ratings established
in examinations and in accordance with the law relating to preference to veterans and disabled veterans.

Section 3. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 21, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 663 of the acts of 1951,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 21. The word “veteran” as used in this
6 chapter shall have the following meaning: any per-7 son who
(1) (a) Is a veteran as defined in clause Forty-third
8
9of section seven of chapter four, or (b ) meets all the
10 requirements of said clause Forty-third except that
11 instead of performing wartime service as so defined
12 he has been awarded one of the campaign badges
13 enumerated in this section, or has been awarded the
14 congressional medal of honor; and
15
(2) (a) Whose domicil was in Massachusetts for
16 not less than six months prior to his entry into such
17 service in the armed forces, or ( h ) who has resided in
18 the commonwealth for five consecutive years next
19 prior to the date of claiming preference as a veteran
20 with the proper authority.
21
“Campaign badges” shall include the following and
1

22 no other:

23

Indian Campaign, Mexican Service, Mexican Bor-
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24 der Service, Army of Cuban Occupation, Army of
25 Puerto Rican Occupation, Nicaraguan Campaign
26 nineteen hundred and twelve, Haitian Campaign

27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35
36
1

2
3
4

-5
6
7
8

nineteen hundred and fifteen, or nineteen hundred
and nineteen and nineteen hundred and twenty,
Dominican Campaign, Second Nicaraguan Campaign,
Yangtze Service, Army of Occupation of Germany,
China Service, Navy Occupation Service, Army of
Occupation, or Medal for Humane Action.
“Wartime service” as used in this chapter shall
mean active service in the armed forces of the United
States during any period of time for which such medal
or badge was awarded.
Section 4. Section 22 of chapter 31 of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 345 of
the acts of 1946, is hereby amended by striking out
the first sentence and inserting in its place the following sentence:
A person who has received a medal
as
provided
in section twenty-one may apply
of honor
to the director for appointment or employment in the
classified civil service without examination.

Section 5. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 23, as most
3 recently amended bj section 1 of chapter 642 of the
4 acts of 1949, and inserting in place thereof the fol-5 lowing:
6
Section 23. The names of persons who pass exam-7 inations for appointment to any position classified
8 under the civil service shall be placed upon the eligible
9 lists in the following order:
(1) Disabled veterans as defined in section twTenty10
-11 three A, in the order of their respective standing;
12 (2) veterans in the order of their respective standing;
r

13
14
15
-16

(3) persons described in section twenty-three B in the
order of their respective standing ; (4) other applicants
in the order of their respective standing. Upon receipt of a requisition not especially calling for women,
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names shall be certified from such lists according to
the method of certification prescribed by the civil
service rules applying to civilians. A disabled veteran
shall be appointed and employed in preference to all
other persons, including veterans.

Section 6. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 23 the
3 following two sections:
Section 23A. “Disabled veteran”, as used in this
4
5 chapter, shall mean any veteran, as defined in section
6 twenty-one, who has a continuing disability at the
7 time of application, and who presents a certificate of

8 any physician, approved by the director, that his dis-9 ability is not such as to prevent the efficient perform-10 ance of the duties of the position to which he is eligible
11 and who (1) shall present proof satisfactory to the
12 director that such disability is a service-incurred dis-13 ability of not less than ten per cent based on wartime
14 service for which he is receiving compensation from
15 the veterans’ administration; or who (2) has been re-16 tired by the armed forces for such permanent physical
17 disability, incurred or aggravated by wartime service
18 and whose disability retirement rating is not less than
19 thirty per cent at the time of application; or who
20 (3) shall present a certificate from a physician, ap-21 proved by the director, that he is substantially handi-22 capped for industrial life through such injury or ill-23 ness, and shall present proof satisfactory to the director
24 that such handicap was received in line of duty in the
25 armed forces of the United States during wartime
26 service.
27 Section 238. The widow or widowed mother of a
28 veteran who was killed in action, or died from other
29 cause as a result of such wartime service, upon pre-30 senting proof, satisfactory to the director, of such
31 facts, and that she has not remarried shall be entitled
32 to the preference for appointment to positions classi-33 find under the civil service provided under section
34 twenty-three.
;
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Section 7. Section lof chapter 32 of the General
1
2 Laws is hereby further amended by striking out the

3 paragraph defining “veteran”, as appearing in chap-4 ter 710 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 “Veteran,” any person who
(a) Is a veteran as defined in clause Forty-third of
7
8 section seven of chapter four; or
( b ) Meets all the requirements of said clause Forty9
-10 third except that instead of performing wartime serv-11 ice as so defined he has been awarded one of the cam-12 paign badges enumerated in section twenty-one of
13 chapter thirty-one.
Section 8. Clause (1) of section 4of chapter 32 of
1
2 the General Laws is hereby further amended by strik-3 ing out paragraph (h), as appearing in section 1 of
4 chapter 658 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
( h) The period or periods during which any member
6
who
is a veteran as defined in section one was on leave
7
8 of absence from the governmental unit to which the
9 system of which he is a member pertains, for the pur-

-10 pose of serving in such campaign and until he was dis-11 charged or released from such service in the armed
12 forces, shall be allowed as creditable service.
13 Any such period of leave of absence which is sub-14 sequent to his becoming a member of such system
15 shall be counted as membership service, and any such
16 period prior thereto shall be counted as prior service;
17 provided, that he would have been entitled to such
18 credit in the event he had continued in the active
19 service of such governmental unit during the period
20 of time covered by such leave of absence.
Any member who serves in the armed forces between
21
22 January first, nineteen hundred and forty, and July
23 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, shall have such
24 actual service credited to him as creditable service
25 when reinstated or re-employed in his former position
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or in a similar position within two years of his discharge or release from such service. The provisions
of sections nine and nine A of chapter seven hundred

and eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and fortyone, as amended, and as may be further amended,
shall be applicable to any such veteran referred to
32 therein.
Section 9. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out sections 49, 50 and 51.
1

1
Section 10. Section 52 of chapter 32 of the Gen-2 eral Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 114 of
3 the acts of 1932, is hereby further amended by strik-4 ing out, in line 2, the words “of the civil war or”.

Section 11. Section 53 of chapter 32 of the Gen1
era!
-2
Laws, as amended by section two of chapter 114
3 of the acts of 1932, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out, in lines 1 and 2, the words “of the civil
5 war or”.
1
Section 12. Section 57 of chapter 32 of the Gen-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 668 of the acts of 1950, is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “veteran” in line 1 the words:
including an army nurse.
5

Section 13. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 58A, as ap-3 pearing in chapter 671 of the acts of 1945, and insert-4 ing in place thereof the following:
5
Section 58A A veteran eligible to retirement under
6 section fifty-six, fifty-seven or fifty-eight, who was
7 employed in the service of the commonwealth, or any
8 county, city, town or district thereof, prior to his
9 entry into wartime service as defined in section twenty10 one of chapter thirty-one, and upon whose discharge
.

11 or release therefrom was reinstated or re-employed
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-14
15
16
17
18

within two years in his former position or a similar
position, shall have credited to him as creditable service the period of his military service until the date of
his discharge or release from such service. This shall
include credit for any actual service in the armed
forces between January first, nineteen hundred and
forty, and July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

1

-6
7
8
9
10
11
12
-13

Section 14. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out section 60, as most
recently amended by chapter 678 of the acts of 1945,
and inserting in place thereof the following:
Section 60. Sections fifty-six to fifty-nine, inelusive, shall be in effect in any county, city, town or
district which accepted them or accepted corresponding
preceding sections prior to January first, nineteen
hundred and forty-six, by the retiring authority. No
veteran whose employment first began after June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, shall be
subject to the provisions of sections fifty-six to fiftynine, inclusive.

1

Section 15. Section sixty Aof chapter thirty-two

2
3
4
5

2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by

3 section three of chapter four hundred and eightyhundred and forty-five,

-4 three of the acts of nineteen
5 is hereby repealed.

1
Section 16. Clause 12 of section sof chapter 40
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 718 of the acts of 1951, is hereby further

4 amended by inserting after the words “World War II
5 in line 7, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 27 of
”

6 the acts of
7 emergency.

1950, the words:

or during the

Korean

1
Section 17. Section 105 of chapter 41 of the Gen-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 132 of the acts of 1936, is hereby further
4 amended by adding at the end thereof the following
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5 sentence:
“War” as used in this section shall in-6 elude the Korean emergency.

)

Section 18. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 111C, as
3 amended by chapter 179 of the acts of 1953, and in-4 serting in place thereof the following:
5
Section 111C. Any employee of a city or town who
6 is a veteran as defined in section twenty-one of chap-7 ter thirty-one, may, when authorized by the mayor or

8 the selectmen, attend without loss of pay the funeral
9 or memorial services of a veteran, as so defined, or of
10 a person whose discharge or release from wartime serv-11 ice, as so defined, was under other than dishonorable
12 conditions, or of any person dying under other than
13 dishonorable circumstances while serving in the armed
14 forces of the United States in such wartime service.
1
Section 19. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is
hereby
2
amended by striking out section 112 and in-

-3 serting in place thereof the following:
Section 112. In towns in which the provisions of
4
5 chapter thirty-one and the rules governing the civil
6 service have not been applied to the labor service, the
7 selectmen and the city councils shall take any neces-8 sary action to secure the employment of veterans, as
9 defined in section twenty-one of said chapter, in the
10 labor service of their respective cities and towns in
11 preference to all other persons.
1
I

-2
3
4

5
6
7
-8

Section 20. Section lof chapter 51 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 10 of
chapter 453 of the acts of 1943, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 20 to 23, the words
“and no person who, having served in the army or
navy of the United States in time of war, has been
honorably discharged from such service” and inserting in place thereof the following:
and no veteran.
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Section 21. Chapter 69 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 7A, as in-3 sorted by chapter 439 of the acts of 1946, and insert-4 ing in place thereof the following:
Section 7A. In addition to the persons entitled to
5

6 take university extension courses free of charge under
7 section seven, the following persons shall be entitled
8 to take such courses free of charge for a total period
9 of not more than four vears:
10 Residents of the commonwealth while serving in
11 the armed forces of the United States and stationed
12 in the commonwealth.

13
World War II and Korean veterans who are resi-14 dents of the commonwealth.
15
The commonwealth may accept and use such fed-16 eral funds as may be available for the purposes of this
17 section.
Section 22. Section 7B of chapter 69 of the Gen1
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 497
3 of the acts of 1952, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

13
14

15
16

thereof the following:
The commonwealth, acting
through the department, may contribute toward the
expenses of the higher education of any child, resident
in the commonwealth, who has matriculated between
the ages of sixteen and twenty-four, inclusive, whose
father or mother was a World War I or II or Korean
veteran as defined in clause forty-third of section
seven of chapter four, and whose wartime service was
credited to Massachusetts, and who was killed in
action or died from other cause as a result of such
service; provided, that claim for reimbursement is
filed within two years after such matriculation.

Section 23. Chapter 101 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 24, as amended
3 by chapter 395 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
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5
Section 2J+. The director may grant without fee,
6 on proof of identity, a special state or county license
7 to act as hawker or peddler, subject otherwise to this
8 chapter, to a World War I or II or Korean veteran

9 who is disabled as defined in clauses (1) and (2) of

)

10 section twenty-three A of chapter thirty-two; pro-11 vided, that no license under this section shall authorize
12 the holder thereof to act as hawker or peddler on any
13 public street or sidewalk in any city or town unless
14 and until he shall have received written authority so

15 to do from the chief of police or other official having
16 charge of the police therein.
Section 24. Section lof chapter 46 of the Gen1
-2 era! Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 51
3 of the acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the fourth paragraph and inserting in
5 place the following:

6 In the record of deaths, date of record, date of
7 death, name of deceased, sex, color, condition (whether
8 single, widowed, married or divorced), supposed age,
9 residence, occupation, place of death, place of birth,
10 names and places of birth of the parents, maiden name
11 of the mother, disease or cause of death, defined so
12 that it can be classified under the international classi-13 fication of causes of death, place of burial, name of the
14 cemetery, if any, and if deceased was a veteran, a
15 recital as required by section ten, and if deceased was
16 a married or divorced woman or a widow, her maiden
17 name and the name of her husband. The word “resi-18 dence”, as used in this section, shall be held to include
19 the name of the street and number, if any, of the
20 house.
Section 25. Chapter 46 of the General Laws is
1
2 hereby amended by striking out section 10 and insert-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4
Section 10. A physician or officer furnishing a cer-5 tificate of death as required by the preceding section

14
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hundred and
7 fourteen, shall, if the deceased, to the best of his
6 or by section forty-five of chapter one

knowledge and belief, was a Spanish War, World
War I or II or Korean veteran, as defined in clause
Forty-third of section seven of chapter four, or served
in the Mexican border service of nineteen hundred
and sixteen and nineteen hundred and seventeen, insert in the certificate a recital to that effect, and shall
also certify in such certificate both the primary and
the secondary or immediate cause of death as nearly
16 as he can state the same. For neglect to comply with
17 any provision of this section, such physician or officer
18 shall forfeit ten dollars.

8
9
10
11
12
-13
14
15

1 Section 26. Chapter 113 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 2 and insert-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4

5
6
7
8
-9
10
11

Section 2. Such permission shall not be given to
take the body of any veteran as defined in section ten
of chapter forty-six, or the body of any stranger or
traveler who died suddenly, or the body of a person
who, during his last sickness, of his own accord requested that his body be buried or delivered to a
friend, but such body shall, in conformity with such
request, if any, be buried, or delivered to such friend.

Section 27. Section 45 of chapter 114 of the
1
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in

3
4
5
6

lines 32 and 33, the words “served in the army, navy
or marine corps of the United States in any war in
which it has been engaged” and inserting in place
thereof the following:
was a veteran.

1
Section 28. Section 46 of chapter 114 of the Gen-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in lines
3 17, 18 and 19, the words “served in the army, navy
4 or marine corps of the United States in any war in
5 which it has been engaged, a recital to that effect,
6 specifying the war” and inserting in place thereof the
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veteran, a recital as required by

8 section ten of chapter forty-six.

Section 29. Section 47 of chapter 114 of the Gen1
-2 era! Laws is hereby amended by striking out the words

3 “in any war in which the United States has been en-4 gaged” in line 14 and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
as a veteran as defined in section ten of
6 chapter forty-six.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
-8
9
10
11

-12
13
14

15
16
17
18

Section 30. Chapter 141 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out section 2A, as inserted
by section 2 of chapter 480 of the acts of 1946, and
inserting in place thereof the following:
Section 2A. In the conduct of the examinations
they shall make uniform requirements for all towns,
which may be revised from time to time, as circumstances require. They shall grant a credit of five per
cent to the examination standing of each applicant
who is a veteran; provided, that such applicants make
application within one year of their discharge or release as aforesaid, or within one year of the effective
date of this section, whichever is the latest. Said
examinations shall be sufficiently frequent to give
ample opportunity for all applicants to be thoroughly
and carefully examined, may be written or in practical
work, and may be supervised by one or more of the
examiners, but no license shall be granted without the

19 sanction of the examiners.

)

1
Section 31. Section 4of chapter 142 of the Gen-2 eral Laws is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the last paragraph as amended by chapter 382 of the
4 acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the fol-5 lowing:
6 They shall grant a credit of five per cent to the
7 examination standing of each applicant who is a
8 veteran; provided, that such applicants make appli-9 cation within one year of their discharge or release as
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10 aforesaid or within one year of the effective date of
11 this paragraph, whichever date is the latest.

Section 32. Said chapter 142 is hereby amended
1
2 by striking out section 11, as most recently amended
3 by section 11 of chapter 703 of the acts of 1945, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5
Section 11. The said inspector of buildings, if any,
otherwise the board of health, of each city and town,
shall, within three months after it becomes subject
to sections one to sixteen, inclusive, appoint from the
classified civil service list one or more inspectors of
plumbing, who shall be practical plumbers and shall
11 have had practical experience either as master plumb-12 bers or journeymen, continuously, during five years
13 next preceding their appointment; provided, that any
14 time spent in wartime service as defined in clause
15 Forty-third of section seven of chapter four shall be
16 deemed a part of the continuous practical experience
17 so required. Such inspector of buildings or board may
18 remove them subject to chapter thirty-one, and shall,
19 subject to approval of the city council or selectmen,
20 fix their compensation, which shall be paid by the
21 city or town. Said inspectors of plumbing shall in-22 spect all plumbing in process of construction, altera-23 tion or repair for which permits are granted within
24 their respective cities and towns, and shall report to
25 their appointing power or board violations of any law,
26 ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation relative to plumb-27 ing; they shall perform such other appropriate duties
28 as may be required. The approval of plumbing by
29 any inspectors other than those provided for by this
30 chapter shall not be a compliance therewith.

6
7
8
9
10

Section 33. Section 26 of chapter 149 of the Gen1
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 334
3 of the acts of 1947, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
In the employment of me-
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chanics, teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the construction of public works by the commonwealth, or
by a county, town or district, or by persons contracting or subcontracting for such works, preference shall

10 first be given to citizens of the commonwealth who
11 are veterans, as defined in section twenty-one of chap-12 ter thirty-one, and who are qualified to perform the
13 work to which the employment relates; and secondly,
14 to citizens of the commonwealth generally, and if they
15 cannot be obtained in sufficient numbers, then to
16 citizens of the United States, and every contract for
17 such work shall contain a provision to this effect.
1
Section 34. Chapter 175 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 167A, as
3 amended by chapter 368 of the acts of 1945, and in-4 sorting in place thereof the following:
5
Section 167A. No fee for an insurance broker’s
6 license issued under section one hundred and sixty-

-7 six, one hundred and sixty-seven, or one hundred and

8 seventy-three shall be required of or on account of
9 any veteran resident in this commonwealth, or of or
10 on account of any blind person, if he presents to the
11 commissioner satisfactory evidence of his identity; or
12 of or on account of his widow if he held such a license
13 immediately prior to his death.

1
2
3
-4
5
-6

7
8
9
10
11

12

Section 35. Chapter 262 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out section 46A, as
amended by chapter 218 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following:
Section I^6A. No fee for a copy of any record relating to the birth, death, marriage, divorce, adoption
or change of name of any veteran, or relating to any
person a copy of whose like record is necessary to
assist in proving a claim against the United States or
the commonwealth by the veteran as defined in clause
Forty-third of section seven of chapter four, or by his
or her spouse, widow, widower, children, dependents
-

18
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13 or legal representatives, shall be demanded or received

14 by any officer of the commonwealth, or of any county,
15 city or town thereof, who has charge of such records,

16 from the veteran or from his or her spouse, widow,
17 widower, children, dependents or legal representatives;
18 provided, that such copy is for use in relation to such
19 a claim against the United States or the common-20 wealth

1
Section 36. Chapter 115 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1, as amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 590 of the acts of 1951, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5
Section 1. Definitions.
The following words, as
6 used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise re7 quires, shall have the following meaning:
“Commissioner”, commissioner of veterans’ serv8
9 ices.

10 “Dependent”, the wife, widow, child, mother or
11 father of a veteran, as hereinafter defined, including
12 any person who stood in the relationship of a parent
13 to such veteran for the five years next preceding the
14 commencement of his wartime service; provided, that
15 no child of a veteran who is more than eighteen years
16 of age shall be deemed a dependent, unless such child
17 is attending school for the purpose of completing a
18 regulation high school course or its equivalent, or
19 unless he is mentally or physically unable to support
20 himself, and his disability existed before he attained
21 that age.
22
“Veteran”, any person who (a) is a veteran as de-23 fined in clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter
24 four; or (6) meets all the requirements of said clause
25 Forty-third except that instead of performing war-26 time service as so defined he has served on active duty
27 in the Mexican border service, between June thir-28 teenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen, and February
29 third, nineteen hundred and seventeen; or (c) has
30 been awarded the Civil War or Indian Campaign

(
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medal; provided, that in any case, his domicil

was in
Massachusetts for at least six months prior to the
beginning of his wartime service, or such person has
resided in Massachusetts for at least three consecutive
years immediately prior to application for any benefits
or rights granted under this chapter.
“Veterans’ agent”, the person appointed under section three to disburse veterans’ benefits in any city or
town, or, if no such appointment has been made, the
40 mayor of the city or the selectmen of the town dis-41 bursing such benefits; in Boston, the soldiers’ relief

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
-38
39

42 commissioner; or

43

“Veterans’ benefits”, the benefits provided by this
When used in any statute, ordinance, bylaw, rule or regulation, the phrases “state aid”, “military aid”, “soldiers’ relief”, “soldiers’ burial”, or any
words or phrases connoting the same, shall mean veterans’ benefits.

44 chapter.

-45
-46

47
-48

1
Section 37. Said chapter 115 is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 1 the following section:
Section IA Persons shall be entitled to the hospital
3
4 benefits available to veterans under this chapter, who
.

5
6
7
8
-9
10
-11
12

13
14
)

15
16
17
18
-19

have been awarded any of the following:
Mexican Service, Nicaraguan Campaign (nineteen
hundred and twelve), Haitian Campaign, nineteen
hundred and fifteen, or nineteen hundred and nineteen and nineteen hundred and twenty, Dominican
Campaign, Second Nicaraguan, Yangtze Service, Second Yangtze Valley medals; provided, that in any
case the last discharge or release from the armed forces
of such person is under honorable conditions; and
provided, further, that the domicil of such person was
in Massachusetts for at least six months prior to the
beginning of the period of service for which such
medal was awarded; or such person has resided in
Massachusetts for at least three consecutive years immediately prior to application for such hospital

20 benefits.

20

1
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4
5
6
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Section 38. Said chapter 115 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 6A, inserted by chapter 660 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place
thereof the following section:
Section 6A. As used in this section and in sections
six B and six C, the word “veteran” means any person who has performed wartime service as defined in
clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter four,
who was a resident of this commonwealth at the time
of his entry into such service, and whose last discharge
or release from the armed forces of the United States
was under other than dishonorable conditions, and
who has continued to be a resident of this common-

10
11
12
13
-14 wealth.

Section 39. Section two of chapter seven hundred
1
2 and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and

3. fifty, as amended by section seven of chapter five
4 hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and fifty-one, and section three of said chapter seven
6 hundred and ninety-seven, are hereby repealed.
1
Section 40. Section one of chapter eleven of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-two, as most re-

-3 cently amended by chapter five hundred and forty-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight
5 and section ten of said chapter eleven are hereby
6 repealed.
Section 41. Chapter four hundred and eight of the
1
acts
of nineteen hundred and forty-three is hereby
2

3 repealed.
Section 42. The General Laws are hereby amended
1
2 by inserting after chapter 115 the following chapter:
3

Chapter 115A.

4

Soldiers’ Homes

Section 1. Any person who (a) is a veteran as de5
-6 fined in clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter
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four, or ( b ) meets all the requirements of said clause
Forty-third, except that instead of performing wartime service as so defined has been awarded one of the
campaign badges enumerated in this section; pro-11 vided, in any case that his domicil was in Massachu-12 setts for at least six months prior to the beginning of
13 his wartime service, or such person has resided in
14 Massachusetts for at least five consecutive years next
15 preceding the date of application, the burden of proof
16 being the responsibility of the veteran, shall be en-17 titled to out-patient treatment at, admission to, and
18 hospitalization in, the Soldiers’ Home in Massachu-19 setts and the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke.
20
Campaign badges” shall include the following and
21 no other:
Indian Campaign, Mexican Service,
22 Mexican Border Service, Nicaraguan Campaign (nine-23 teen hundred and twelve), Haitian Campaign nine-24 teen hundred and fifteen, or nineteen hundred and
25 nineteen and nineteen hundred and twenty, Domini-26 ican Campaign, Second Nicaraguan Campaign,
27 Yangtze Service, Second Yangtze Service.
28 Section 2. Any person who was recruited in the
29 United States and who served in the military service
30 of Poland while said country was associated with the
31 United States in World War I, between October
32 seventh, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and Janu-33 ary thirty-first, nineteen hundred and nineteen, both
34 dates inclusive, shall be entitled to out-patient treat-35 ment at, admission to, and hospitalization in the
36 Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts and the Soldiers’
37 Home in Holyoke; provided, that he produces infor-38 mation in conformity with the rules and regulations
39 of said Homes, that he has been honorably discharged
40 from said service, and is a citizen of the commonwealth
41 and has a legal settlement in a city or town therein, or
42 if not such a citizen is a citizen of the United States
43 and has such a settlement; but no such person shall
44 be treated as an out-patient at, admitted to, or hos-45 pitalized in, said Homes if the treatment, admission
46 or hospitalization of any person qualified under the
7
8
9
10

)
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47 provisions of section one of this act would thereby
48 be postponed or denied.
Section 3. Nothing in this act shall be construed
49
50 to prevent the trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Mas-51 sachusetts and the trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in
52 Holyoke from adopting, issuing and promulgating
53 reasonable rules and regulations governing out-patient
54 treatment at, admission to, and hospitalization in,
55 said Homes; providing for such treatment, admission
56 and hospitalization for any person qualified under
57 section one otherwise than by settlement or residence
58 if such person had at some time prior to his application
59 for such treatment, admission or hospitalization, quali-60 fied as to a previous settlement within this common-61 wealth under clause Fifth of section one of chapter
62 one hundred and sixteen of the General Laws; pro-63 viding for emergency treatment for any person in

64
-65
66
67
68
69
70
71
-72
-73
-74

75
76
77
-78
79
80

need of such treatment by reason of accident or sudden illness, until such person can be transferred to
some other institution or place; providing for proper
disciplinary action, including discharge from said
Homes, of any person whose conduct therein or while
a member thereof is deemed to be inimical to the
welfare of other members; providing for the exclusion
from the respective Homes, either temporarily or permanently, of any person who has received a disciplinary discharge from either Home or from any Veterans’ Administration facility; nor providing for the
exclusion from out-patient treatment at, admission to,
or hospitalization in, the Homes, of any person whose
disability or illness may be diagnosed as neuropsychiatric, neurosurgical or tubercular, or other ailment or
condition for the treatment and care of which proper
facilities are not available at the Homes.

Section 43. Section lof chapter 475 of the acts
1
2 of 1946 is hereby amended by striking out the last
3 sentence.

1954.]

SENATE

No. 697.

23

Section 44. Chapter seven hundred and forty1
-2 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, chapter
3 seven hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hun-4 dred and fifty-one, and chapters four hundred and

5 forty-four and six hundred and twenty-eight of the
6 acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-two are hereby
7 repealed.

I

Section 45. Chapter 708 of the acts of 1941, as
1
2 most recently amended by section 8 of chapter 550 of
3 the acts of 1953, is hereby further amended by strik-4 ing out section 16 and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6
Section 16. Affidavits and commissions to take de-

-7 positions of any person serving in or with the armed
8 forces of the United States during the period this act
9 is in effect may be executed before and by any com-10 missioned officer in the active service of the armed
11 forces of the United States with the rank of second
12 lieutenant or higher in the army, air force or marine

13 corps, or ensign or higher in the navy or United States
14 Coast Guard, wherever such person serving is located;
15 and affidavits and depositions of such persons so

16 taken, if otherwise in accordance with law, shall be
17 received and may be used in evidence, or for any other
18 purpose, in the same manner as if taken before a
19 commissioner of the commonwealth appointed to take
20 depositions in other states. No such affidavit or com-21 mission shall be rendered invalid by the failure to
22 state therein the place of execution. No authentica-23 tion of the officer’s certificate of acknowledgment shall
24 be required. Each such officer shall specify in writing
25 the date and the fact that the person executing the
26 affidavit or commission is serving in or with the armed
27 forces of the United States, and such officer shall add
28 after his signature his rank and organization.
1
Section 46. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 seven hundred and eight is hereby repealed.

24
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Section 47. Said chapter 708 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 18 and inserting in
place thereof the following:
Section 18. For the purposes aforesaid, the officers
above named shall have the power and authority as
commissioners, notaries public and justices of the
peace to administer oaths and take depositions, affidavits and acknowledgments of persons serving in or
with the armed forces of the United States in accordance with the provisions of section sixteen of this act
and of section eleven of chapter two hundred and
twenty-two of the General Laws.

1
Section 48. Chapter one hundred and sixty of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three is hereby

3 repealed.
Section 49. Chapter 708 of the acts of 1941 is
hereby amended by striking out section 23, as most
recently amended by section 7 of chapter 550 of the
acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the following two sections:
6
Section 23. Any license, permit or certificate of
7 registration issued by any department, division,
8 board, commission or officer of the commonwealth
9 that expires while the holder thereof is actively serv-10 ing in the armed forces of the United States may be
11 renewed within six months after the termination by
12 such holder of such service, to the same extent as
13 though the application for such renewal were made
14 upon the expiration of such license, permit or cer-15 tificate of registration; provided, that nothing in this
16 section shall be construed to authorize such holder of
17 a license, permit or certificate of registration to exer-18 cise any rights thereunder after its expiration and
19 prior to its renewal as aforesaid; and provided, fur-20 ther, that no fee shall be charged or collected for the
21 period between such expiration and such renewal.
22 This section shall not apply to licenses to operate

1
2
3
4
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motor vehicles issued under section eight of chapter
ninety of the General Laws.
Section 23A . Any license to operate motor vehicles
issued under section eight of chapter ninety of the
General Laws which by its terms has expired or shall
expire during the active service of the holder thereof
in the armed forces of the United States, shall continue in force as a valid license until the expiration of
sixty days after the termination of such service by
honorable discharge or release or until July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, whichever first occurs,
subject to all other provisions of said chapter ninety
relative to such license.
The holder of a license continued in force as aforesaid shall, while operating a motor vehicle, carry upon
his person the license issued to him which was valid
at the time of his entry into the armed forces, or his
renewal license if it was renewed during such service,
and shall also carry upon his person conclusive evidence that he is actively serving in said armed forces
or that he has terminated such service within a period
of sixty days.
If the license of such person is lost or mutilated, a
duplicate thereof shall be furnished by the registrar
of motor vehicles without application and upon presentation of the evidence aforesaid.
This section shall be inoperative with respect to
any person who is hospitalized or who has been discharged or released from the armed forces of the
United States because of a disability, unless the license
of such person is certified as valid by said registrar.

Section 50. Chapter ninety-four of the acts of
1
2 nineteen hundred and eighteen, as amended by chap-3 ter two hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen

4 hundred and nineteen, is hereby repealed.

Section 51. Chapters one hundred and seventytwo
and three hundred and seventeen of the acts of
-2
3 nineteen hundred and nineteen are hereby repealed.
1
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Section 52. Chapter one hundred and ninety-five
1
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty is hereby
3 repealed.
1
Section 53. Chapter eight of the resolves of nine-2 teen hundred and thirty-eight and chapter fifteen of

3 the resolves of nineteen hundred and forty-one are
4 hereby repealed.
Section 54. Chapter seven hundred and one of
1
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one is hereby

3 repealed.
1
Section 55. Section five of chapter thirteen of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-two, as amended
3 by chapter six hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and forty-seven, is hereby repealed.

Section 56. Chapter four hundred and one of the
1
2 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, chapter
3 four hundred and twelve of the acts of nineteen hun-4 dred and forty-three, as amended by chapter six hun-5 dred and twenty-seven of the acts of nineteen hun-6 dred and forty-five, and chapter four hundred and
7 ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-8 three are hereby repealed.
Section 57. Chapters one hundred and eighty-two,
1
2 two hundred and fifty-eight, four hundred and forty-3 seven, five hundred and twenty-five and five hundred
4 and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 forty-five are hereby repealed.

Section 58. Chapters one hundred and seventy1
-2 eight, four hundred and thirty, four hundred and fifty-

-3 nine, four hundred and sixty-nine, five hundred and
4 seventy-seven, five hundred and ninety-six and six hun-5 dred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-6 six, and chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the
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7 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, as amended by
8 chapter five hundred and eleven of the acts of nine-9 teen hundred and forty-seven, are hereby repealed.
Section 59. Chapters three hundred and sixty
1
and three hundred and ninety-five of the act;
eight
2

3 of nineteen hundred and forty-eight are hereby re
4 pealed.

Section 60. Chapter eight hundred and three of
1
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, as amended
3 by chapter three hundred and thirty-eight of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and fifty-one, is hereby repealed.
1

Section 61. Chapters three hundred and eighty-2 eight and four hundred and ninety-two of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and fifty-one are hereby repealed.
Section 62. Chapter one hundred and sixty-nine
1
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one is
3 hereby repealed.
Section 63. If a person elected to public office is
1
2 unable to take and subscribe the oaths required to

I

3 qualify him for such office before an officer authorized
4 otherwise than by this act to administer such oaths,
5 by reason of service in the armed forces of the United
6 States during the Korean emergency, such person may,
7 except where otherwise required by the Constitution,
8 take and subscribe such oaths before a commissioned
9 officer not below the rank of colonel in the army,
10 marine corps or air force, or the rank of captain in the
11 navy or coast guard. Every person who takes and
12 subscribes the oaths before such a commissioned officer
13 shall forthwith transmit to the state secretary a cer-14 tificate thereof signed by the commissioned officer who
15 administered the same.

Section 64. Chapter three hundred and sixteen of
1
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven is hereby
3 repealed.

