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Senate, June 3, 1954.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Senate Bill establishing a motor vehicle
board of appeals in the department of public works
(Senate, No. 690), report recommending that the same
be amended by substituting therefor a new draft entitled
“An Act establishing a motor vehicle board of appeals”
(Senate, No. 830), and that, when so amended, the same
will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act establishing a motor vehicle board of
APPEALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 28, as amended
3 by chapter 536 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 28. Any person aggrieved by a ruling or
6 decision of the registrar may, within ten days there-
-7 after, appeal from such ruling or decision to the motor
8 vehicle board of appeals created by section twenty-
-9 eight A, which board may, after a hearing, order such

10 ruling or decision to be affirmed, modified or annulled;
11 but no such appeal shall operate to stay any ruling or
12 decision of the registrar, except upon proper order of
13 said board consistent with the provisions of the Gen-
-14 eral Laws. In the administration of the laws and
15 regulations relative to motor vehicles, the registrar,
16 or any person by him authorized, may summon wit-
-17 nesses in behalf of the commonwealth and may ad-
-18 minister oaths and take testimony. The board or the
19 registrar may also cause depositions to be taken, and
20 may order the production of books, papers, agreements
21 and documents. Any person who swears or affirms
22 falsely in regard to any matter or thing respecting
23 which an oath or affirmation is required by the board
24 or the registrar or by this chapter shall be deemed
25 guilty of perjury. The fees for the attendance and
26 travel of witnesses shall be the same as for witnesses
27 in civil actions before the courts, and shall be paid by
28 the commonwealth upon the certificate of the regis-
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29 trar filed with the comptroller. The supreme judicial
30 or superior court may, upon the application of the
31 board or the registrar, enforce all lawful orders of the
32 board or the registrar under this section.

1 Section 2. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “board”, in line 9, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
4 608 of the acts of 1953, the words: , motor vehicle
5 board of appeals.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 6 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 73, inserted by
3 section 2 of chapter 537 of the acts of 1954, under
4 the caption motor vehicle board of appeals, the
5 following section:
6 Section 74- There shall be a board to be known as
7 the motor vehicle board of appeals, consisting of three
8 members, one of whom shall be an attorney, appointed
9 by the governor with the advice and consent of the

10 council. The governor shall designate one of the
11 members as chairman. Not more than two of such
12 members shall be of the same political party. Upon
13 the expiration of the term of office of a member, his
14 successor shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid
15 to serve for a term of five years. The governor shall
16 in like manner fill any vacancy for the remainder of
17 the unexpired term. The secretary of the board of
18 appeal on motor vehicle liability policies and bonds,
19 established by section eight A of chapter twenty-six
20 shall also serve as secretary of the board established
21 herein. The board may hire such clerical and other
22 assistants as its work may require. The secretary
23 shall keep a record of all proceedings before the board,
24 and he and such clerical and other assistants shall per-
-25 form such duties as the board may direct. Any mem-
-26 ber of the board shall have power to summon and
27 compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses and
28 the production of books, records and documents and
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29 may administer oaths. Sections nine and eleven of
30 chapter two hundred and thirty-three shall apply to
31 the board and witnesses summoned before it. The
32 fees of witnesses before the board for attendance and
33 travel shall be the same as for witnesses before a court
34 in civil cases and need not be paid nor tendered to
35 them prior to their attendance, and shall be paid by
36 the commonwealth upon the certificate of the board
37 or a member thereof filed with the comptroller. An
38 office and a room for hearings shall be provided by the
39 commonwealth, to be assigned by the governor and
40 council. The board, or any member thereof as as-
-41 signed by the chairman, may hold hearings within the
42 commonwealth and the members and secretary thereof
43 shall be allowed their necessary traveling and other
44 expenses in holding hearings. The members of the
45. board shall receive such salary on a per diem basis as
46 may be established by the governor and council. The
47 board, with the approval of the governor and council,
48 may make and amend reasonable rules and regulations
49 to expedite and regulate hearings and the procedure
50 before it. All expenditures incurred under this sec-
-51 tion shall be paid from the Highway Fund.

1 Section 4. Of the members of the motor vehicle
2 board of appeals first appointed under authority of
3 section seventy-four of chapter six of the General
4 Laws, as appearing in section three of this act, the
5 governor with the advice and consent of the council,
6 shall appoint one, whom he shall designate as chair-
-7 man, to serve for a term of five years, one for a term
8 of four years, and one for a term of three years.


