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1. An Act providing for the Treatment of Muscular
Dystrophy at Lakeville State Sanatorium.

The treatment of muscular dystrophy at the Lakeville
State Sanatorium was permitted by chapter 383 of the
Acts of 1953. This permission was inadvertently omitted
by chapter 538 of the Acts of 1954. Because of the re-
organization and integration of the institutions under the
control of the Department of Public Health, a flexibility
in the place of treatment of muscular dystrophy is desired.
For that reason, permission to treat muscular dystrophy at
Lakeville State Sanatorium is requested.

2. An Act relative to the Importation of Shellfish.
Chapter 130 of the General Laws requires that other

States and foreign countries file with the Department of
Public Health a certificate relative to the sanitary condition
of areas from which shellfish are taken for interstate or
international shipment. The Public Health Service has a
similar requirement. Massachusetts is the only State which
requires that a foreign country certify directly to the State
relative to this matter; other States accept the certification
made to the Public Health Service. It is believed that
certification should be made only at the national level, and
that Massachusetts should accept the certification on file
with the Public Health Service. The Public Health Service
will maintain its full control over interstate and interna-
tional shipments of shellfish. The only change proposed is
that certification will not be made directly to the Common-
wealth, but at the national level and notice forwarded by
the Public Health Service to the Commonwealth.

3. An Act providing Authority for the Department
of Public Health to immediately designate Shell-
fish Areas as Contaminated in the Event of
Emergencies.

At the present time the Department does not have the
right to close shellfish areas without making an examination
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collecting samples of the shellfish and overlying waters,
posting the area and publishing the results in the news-
paper.

,
In the case of an emergency, such as a hurricane,

where there is a danger that sewage pumping stations and
sewage treatment plants will not operate due to power
failure or where emergency outlets are in use, difficulties
result in pollution of shellfish areas which would not ordi-
narily occur. - For the protection of the health of the people
of the Commonwealth, the Department should have the
power to shut off immediately the contaminated area until
subsequent samples show that the shellfish obtained there-
from is safe for human consumption.

4. An Act extending the Authority of the Depart-
ment of Public Health to regulate Methods of
HANDLING AND DISPOSING OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS.

The Department of Public Health has been designated by
the Atomic Energy Commission as the agency to supervise
the use and disposal of radioactive materials furnished
through the Commission. Inspections have shown that the
vast majority of users are well qualified and have adequate
equipment to handle radioisotopes safely. However, in
several instances it has been noted that unsafe practices
were employed and that inadequate safety procedures were
available. These conditions have been corrected through
the co-operation of all interested parties. In view of the
fact that numerous radioactive products are being brought
into the Commonwealth, and that the federal government
has adopted legislation which permits private use of radio-
active materials, it has become increasingly important to
pass this legislation.

5. An Act relative to the Definition of Cannabis.
One of our biggest problems in the enforcement of the

drug laws and in making analyses for the police departments
has to do with the part which applies to cannabis. The
Department recommends the following changes in the nar-
cotic law: the repeal of section 206 and the amendment of
section 197 of chapter 94 of the General Laws. Section
206, in the opinion of the Department, only creates another
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loophole wherein it is possible to escape the penalty of the
narcotic laws, in that the enforcement officer must prove
that the sample contains more than one half grain of extract
of cannabis in a fluid ounce in the case of a liquid, or an
avoirdupois ounce in the case of a solid. The amendment
to section 197 would include a change in the definition of
cannabis, inasmuch as the defendant in a narcotic case can
insist that the enforcement officer prove that the sample
comes from the dried flower and tops of the pistillate plant
cannabis saliva L. or that it contains the resin from such
tops or other compounds from such tops. When the sample
is received by our laboratory for police analysis, it is an
actual impossibility to prove that it originated from the
flowering tops. Inasmuch as many of the leaves of the
plant contain the resin, it actually excludes from the law
certain portions of the plant bearing a narcotic property.

6. An Act relative to Poultry Slaughtering Houses.
During the 1945 legislative session, section 139 A of chap-

ter 94 was enacted which required that poultry slaughter-
houses be licensed and meet the standards for sanitary
conditions promulgated by this Department. This section
was amended by chapter 339 of the iVcts of 1948, which
excluded from the law persons who were engaged in the
production of poultiy in the Commonwealth as long as the
poultry or turkeys were produced on their own farms or
owned by them not less than two weeks prior to slaughter.
Inasmuch as a person, excluded by the 1948 amendment,
may purchase poultry and two weeks thereafter slaughter
them in an unlicensed slaughterhouse over which there is
very little control by health agencies, the Department
recommends the amendment to eliminate this section which
gave an exemption from the licensing requirement by mere
owning of the poultry for two weeks.


