
No. 92HOUSE
Accompanying the second recommendation of the State Tax Commis-

sion (House, No. 90). Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act making certain changes in the administration
OF THE INCOME TAX LAW, SO-CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by section 2 of chapter 167 of the acts
3 of 1933, is hereby further amended by striking out said
4 section 36 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 36. If any person who has been notified by
6 the commissioner that he has filed an incorrect or in-
-7 sufficient return refuses or neglects within twenty days
8 after receiving such notice to file a correct or sufficient
9 return, or if any person fails to file a return in accord-

-10 ance with the requirements of this chapter, or files a
11 fraudulent return, the commissioner shall determine the
12 income of such person taxable under this chapter accord-
-13 ing to his best information and belief, and assess the
14 same at not more than double the amount so determined.

1 Section 2. Chapter 62 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section 56, as inserted
3 by section 5 of chapter 45, acts of 1943, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 56. Whoever files a fraudulent return and
6 whoever being required to file a return under this chap-
-7 ter fails to file a return, shall be punished by a fine of
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8 not less than one hundred dollars nor more than ten
9 thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than

10 one year, or both, and shall forfeit his right to hold pub-
-11 lie office anywhere within the commonwealth for such
12 period, not exceeding five years, as the court determines.
13 Any person having filed an incorrect or insufficient re-
-14 turn, who without reasonable excuse fails to file a cor-
-15 rect and sufficient return within twenty days after re-
-16 ceiving notice from the commissioner of his delinquency,
17 shall be punished as provided in this section. Any per-
-18 son filing a fraudulent return of interest deduction un-
-19 der section three, or giving fraudulent information under
20 said section or section four to the commissioner relative
21 to any deduction given by section two, shall be punished
22 as provided in this section.


