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Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua St., Boston 14, December 29, 1954.

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO A RIGHT OF
WAY FOR PUBLIC ACCESS TO SEYMOURS
POND, IN THE TOWNS OF BREWSTER AND
HARWICH.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

The Joint Board, constituted under the provisions of
section ISA of chapter 91 of the General Laws, submits the
following report relative to a right of way for public access
to Seymours Pond, situated in the towns of Brewster and
Harwich.

Section ISA of chapter 91 of the General Laws provides;

Upon petition of ten citizens of the commonwealth that in their opin-
ion public necessity requires a right of way for public access to any great
pond within the commonwealth, the department and the attorney gen-
eral or a representative designated by him sitting jointly shall hold a

public hearing and receive such evidence thereon as may be presented to
them. The joint board may make such additional investigation as it
deems desirable and if it appears to said board that such a right of way
exists it shall present a petition to the land court for registration of the
easement. If it appears that no right of way exists it shall submit a report,
together with recommendations thereon, to the general court on or before
January first of the following year. This section shall not apply to any
body of water used as a source of water supply by the commonwealth or
by any town or district, or water company, nor shall it affect the right of
the commonwealth or any town or district or water company to the use
and control of the waters of any such pond for the purpose of a water
supply, nor shall it affect or diminish any existing right to the use of the
water of any such pond for mercantile or manufacturing purposes.
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Pursuant to this statute a petition suitably signed, was
filed with the Department of Public Works in regard to
Seymours Pond in the towns of Brewster and Harwich.
The petition read as follows:
The Commonivealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public Works.

‘■'Respectfully represent your petitioners that public nec-
essity and convenience require that the Commonwealth un-
dertake the work of providing a right of way for the public
to Seymours Pond, a great pond, in Harwich and Brewster;
and further that such right of way be laid out in the town of
Harwich, running from Route 24 westerly approximately
150 feet to land of said town of Harwich and the pond”.

The Attorney General designated Assistant Attorney
General William J. Robinson to represent him upon the
Joint Board constituted under the provisions of said sec-
tion 18A.

A public hearing, duly advertised, and notice sent to the
petitioners and all parties known to be interested, was held
on December 6, 1954, at which all persons were given full
opportunity to be heard and to present evidence and argu-
ments.

Seymours Pond, also known as Bangs Pond, is in substan-
tially its natural condition with no visible inlet and with
the outlet running southerly to Hinckley Pond through a
series of cranberry bogs. Area of Seymours Pond is approx-
imately 181 acres. It is not used as a source of water supply
nor for manufacturing or mercantile purposes.

There are no public ways running to the pond; however,
there is a parcel of beach property on the shore of the pond
owned by the town of Harwich, which is separated from the
nearest public way, Pleasant Lake Road, numbered Route
24, by the railroad, and it developed that the town of Har-
wich had instituted the petition due to a lack of formal
right of access over the railroad property to this beach
property.

Upon consideration of the information and evidence pre-
sented at the public hearing and that obtained by further
investigation, the Board finds that no public right of way
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for access to Seymours Pond exists at present and that pub-
lic necessity within the meaning of the statute, does not re-
quire establishment of such a way at the present time.

Respectfully submitted,

John A. Volpe,
Commissioner.

Fred B. Dole,
Lewis J. Fritz,

.1 ssociale Commissioners.

Rodolphe G. Bessette,
Director, Division of Waterways.

DEPARTMENT [OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

William J. Robinson,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Assistant Attorney General.




