
HOUSE .... No. 1403
By Mr. Tanner of Reading, petition of the Massachusetts Real Estate

Association for legislation relative to authorizing cities and towns to deter-
mine to liquidate certain housing projects and to implement the Federal
Housing Act with reference thereto. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act to enable cities and towns to determine to

LIQUIDATE CERTAIN HOUSING PROJECTS AND TO IMPLE-
MENT THE FEDERAL HOUSING ACT OF 1954 WITH REFERENCE
TO THE LIQUIDATION OF SUCH PROJECTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 2611 the following new section:
3 Section 261I l/2. Any city or town in which there is a
4 housing project established pursuant to the United States
5 Housing Act of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, as
6 most recently amended by the Housing Act of nineteen
7 hundred and fifty-four (chapter 649, Laws of 83rd Con-
-8 gress, Second Session, Public Law 560, 1954), to which
9 section ten (1) of said Housing Act of nineteen hundred

10 and thirty-seven, inserted by section four hundred and
11 six of said Housing Act of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-12 four, applies, may determine to liquidate such project by
13 sale thereof to private ownership in accordance with the
14 provisions of said section ten (1). The determination
15 may be made by resolution adopted by the city council
16 of a city, or by the selectmen of a town, or by ordinance
17 enacted in accordance with the provisions of the city’s
18 charter and of any special law relative to the enactment
19 of ordinances, or by a by-law duly adopted by a town
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20 at an annual town meeting or special town meeting
21 called for the purpose, or by referendum as hereinafter
22 provided. The city council of a city, or the board of
23 selectmen of a town, may, of its own motion, submit
24 such determination to a vote of the registered voters of
25 the city or town at the next biennial election or regular
26 city election or annual town election held therein.
27 If a petition conforming to the requirements herein-
-28 after provided signed by not less than one per cent of
29 the voters of a city or town is filed with the city clerk or
30 town clerk at least one month prior to any such election,
31 asking that the question of liquidating such a project in
32 accordance with the provisions of said section ten (1) be
33 submitted to the voters of said city or town at such next
34 election, the city council or the selectmen shall submit
35 the question to said registered voters as hereinafter pro-
-36 vided.
37 The petition shall describe the project sufficiently to
38 identify it. Signatures to the petition need not be all on
39 one paper. All such papers shall be fastened together
40 and shall be filed as one instrument, with the endorse-
-41 ment thereon of the names and addresses of three per-
-42 sons designated as filing the same. With each signature
43 to the petition shall be stated the place of residence of
44 the signer, giving the street and number if any.
45 Within five days after the filing of said petition the
46 registrars of voters, or any other city or town officer or
47 board exercising the functions thereof, shall ascertain by
48 what number of registered voters the petition is signed,
49 and what percentage that number is of the total number
50 of registered voters, and shall attach thereto their or his
51 certificate showing the result of such examination.
52 The city or town clerk shall forthwith transmit the
53 said petition to the city council or selectmen, and at the
54 same time shall send a copy of said certificate to one or
55 more of the persons designated on the petition as filing
56 the same.
57 If such petition is signed by registered voters equal in
58 number to at least one per cent of the whole number of
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59 registered voters of such city or town, the question shall
60 be submitted to the registered voters of such city or
61 town upon the official ballot at the next biennial elec-
-62 tion or regular city election or annual town election held
63 therein by placing the following question on the ballot:
64 Shall the (description of project) be liquidated by
65 sale thereof to private ownership in accordance with
66 the provisions of section ten (1) of the

_ t . . „ _ YES,

67 United States Housing Act of 1937, as
68 amended? NO.

69 The votes upon such referendum shall be counted
70 and returned to the city or town clerk in the same
71 manner as votes for candidates in municipal elections.
72 Said clerk shall forthwith notify the city council or
73 selectmen and the housing authority or other board or
74 officer of such city or town in charge of the project, of
75 the result of the referendum, and if the majority of the
76 votes cast on said question are in the affirmative, such
77 local housing authority or other board or officer may
78 negotiate with the federal government with respect to
79 the sale of the project, and the authority named in said
80 section ten (1) shall agree that the sale of the project
81 may be made in accordance with the provisions of said
82 section ten (1) and any other applicable provision of law.




