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By Mr. Putnam of Needham (by request), petition of Daniel C. Grant

for permitting petitions to be signed by three hundred regular voters of
the town of Dedham to be acted upon by town meeting members and
relative to the majority vote of the voters at large to determine certain
questions. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act permitting petitions to be signed by three
HUNDRED VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF DEDHAM TO ACT
UPON A VOTE OF THE TOWN MEETING MEMBERS AND

THAT A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE VOTERS AT LARGE SHALL

DETERMINE THE QUESTION OR QUESTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 358 of the acts of 1926 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 8, as amended by section
3 5 of chapter 419 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 8. No vote passed at any representative town
6 meeting except a vote declared by preamble by a two
7 thirds vote of the town meeting members present and
8 voting thereon to be an emergency measure, necessary
9 for the immediate preservation of the peace, health,

10 safety or convenience of the town, shall be operative
11 until after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of Sun-
-12 days and legal holidays, from the dissolution of the meet-
-13 ing. If, within said ten days, a petition, signed by three
14 hundred registered voters of the town, containing their
15 names and addresses as they appear on the list of regis-

-16 tered voters, is filed with the selectmen requesting that
17 the question or questions involved in such vote be sub-
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18 mitted to the registered voters of the town at large, then
19 the selectmen, within fourteen days after the filing of
20 the petition, shall call a special meeting of the voters of
21 the town at large, which shall be held within ten days
22 after the issuing of the call, for the sole purpose of pre-
-23 senting to such voters the question or questions so in-
-24 volved. The polls shall be opened at eight o’clock in the
25 morning and shall be closed not earlier than eight o’clock
26 in the evening, and all votes upon any questions so sub-
-27 mitted shall be taken by ballot, and the check list shall
28 be used in the several precinct meetings in the same man-
-29 ner as in the election of town officers. The question or
30 questions so submitted shall be determined by a vote of
31 the same proportion of the registered voters at large vot-
-32 ing thereon as would have been required by law had the
33 question or questions been finally determined at a rep-
-34 resentative town meeting. The question or questions
35 so submitted shall be stated upon the ballot in substan-
-36 tially the same language and form in which they were
37 stated when presented to said representative town meet-
-38 ing by the moderator as appears from the records of the
39 said meeting. If such petition is not filed within the
40 said period of ten days, the vote of the representative
41 town meeting shall become operative and effective upon
42 the expiration of said period.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted for accept-
-2 ance to the registered voters of the town of Dedham at
3 the town election in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
-4 five in the form of the following question, which shall be
5 placed upon the official ballot to be used for the election
6 of town officers at said election: “Shall an act passed
7 by the general court in the current year, entitled ‘An
8 Act permitting petitions to be signed by three hundred
9 voters of the town of Dedham to act upon a vote of the

10 town meeting members and that a majority vote of the
11 voters at large shall determine the question or questions’
12 be accepted?” If a majority of the votes in answer to
13 said question is in the affirmative, this act shall there-
-14 upon take full effect, but not otherwise.


