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By Mr. Murphy of Peabody, petition of the Massachusetts Wholesalers
of Malt Beverages, Inc., relative to the excise imposed on the manufac-
ture, sale or importation of alcoholic beverages. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the excise imposed on the manu-
facture AND SELLING, OR IMPORTING AND SELLING OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The third sentence of the eighth para-
-2 graph of section 21 of chapter 138 of the General Laws,
3 as most recently amended by chapter 402 of the acts of
4 1954, is hereby further amended by striking out the
5 word “ten” as appearing in said sentence and inserting in
6 place thereof the word: thirty, so as to read as
7 follows; —-Every person subject to this section shall
8 keep a true and accurate account of all alcoholic bev-
-9 erages or alcohol sold by him other than malt beverages

10 imported into the commonwealth by him, and a like
11 account of all malt beverages imported into the com-
-12 monwealth by him, and shall make a return thereof to
13 the commissioner of corporations and taxation, herein-
-14 after called the commissioner, within thirty days after
15 the last day of each month, covering such sales and im-
-16 portations by him during such month, and shall at the
17 time of such return make payment to the commissioner
18 of the amount due under this section for such sales and
19 importations in such month.
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1 Section 2. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 402 of the
3 acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by adding at the
4 end of section 21 the following two new paragraphs:
5 The commission shall abate to taxpayers making re-
-6 turns and payments as required by this chapter, as com-
-7 pensation for services rendered by such taxpayers, an
8 amount equal to two per cent of the excise so paid;
9 provided, that no taxpayer shall be entitled to receive

10 any such abatement except in accordance with such
11 classification and regulations as the commission may
12 prescribe, and unless such taxpayer shall, in addition to
13 the return hereinabove referred to, have furnished to the
14 commission any further information required by it
15 respecting such return, to be set forth in such form and
16 with such verification as it may require and approve.
17 All alcoholic beverages taxes and excises paid in pur-
-18 suance of any provision of the general or special laws
19 shall conclusively be presumed to be direct taxes on the
20 retail consumer, precollected for the purpose of con-
-21 venience and facility only.


