
HOUSE .... No. 1879
By Mr. Harding of Dedham, petition of Daniel Tyler, Jr., for legisla-

tion relative to urban renewal projects under the housing authority law.
Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to urban renewal projects under the
HOUSING AUTHORITY LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding a new Part VIII, entitled
3 Urban Renewal Projects, consisting of the following

5 Section 26XX. Findings. —lt is hereby found and
6 declared that (a) there exist in municipalities of the
7 state, slum, blighted and deteriorated areas which con-
-8 stitute a serious and growing menace, injurious to the
9 public health, safety, morals and welfare of the resi-

-10 dents of the state, and the findings and declarations
11 heretofore made in the housing authority law with
12 respect to slum and blighted areas are hereby affirmed
13 and restated; (6) certain slum, blighted or deteriorated
14 areas, or portions thereof, may require acquisition and
15 clearance, as provided in this act, since the prevailing
16 condition of decay may make impracticable the recla-
-17 mation of the area by conservation or rehabilitation,
18 but other areas or portions thereof may, through the
19 means provided in this act, as amended, be susceptible
20 of conservation or rehabilitation in such a manner that
21 the conditions and evils hereinbefore enumerated may
22 be eliminated, remedied or prevented, and to the extent
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23 feasible salvable slum and blighted areas should be
24 conserved and rehabilitated through voluntary action
25 and the regulatory process; and (c) all powers conferred
26 by this act, as amended, are for public uses and pur-
-27 poses for which public money may be expended and
28 such other powers exercised, and the necessity in the
29 public interest for the provisions of this act, as amended,
30 is hereby declared as a matter of legislative determina-
31 tion. A municipality, to the greatest extent it de-
32 termines to be feasible in carrying out the provisions of
33 this act, as amended, shall afford maximum opportunity,
34 consistent with the sound needs of the municipality
35 as a whole, for the rehabilitation or redevelopment of
36 areas by private enterprise.
37 Section 26YY. Urban Renewal Projects. —ln addi-
38 tion to its authority under any other section of the
39 housing authority law a housing authority or redevelop-
40 ment authority is hereby authorized to plan and under-
41 take urban renewal projects. As used in this act, an
42 urban renewal project may include undertakings and
43 activities for the elimination (and for the prevention of
44 the development or spread) of slums or blighted, de-
45 teriorated or deteriorating areas, and may involve any
46 work or undertaking for such purpose constituting a
47 redevelopment project or any rehabilitation or conserva-
48 tion work, or any combination of such undertaking or
49 work. For this purpose, “rehabilitation or conservation
50 work” may include (1) carrying out plans for a program
51 of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of
52 buildings or other improvements; (2) acquisition of real
53 property and demolition, removal or rehabilitation of
54 buildings and improvements thereon where necessary to
55 eliminate unhealthful, insanitary or unsafe conditions
56 lessen density, reduce traffic hazards, eliminate obsolete
57 or other uses detrimental to the public welfare, or to
58 otherwise remove or prevent the spread of blight or
59 deterioration, or to provide land for needed public
60 facilities; (3) installation, construction or reconstruc-
-61 tion of streets, utilities, parks, playgrounds and other
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62 improvements necessary for carrying out the objectives
63 of the urban renewal project; and (4) the disposition,
64 for uses in accordance with the objectives of the urban
65 renewal project, of any property or part thereof ac-
66 quired in the area of such project; provided, that such
67 disposition shall be in the manner prescribed in this act
68 for the disposition of property in a redevelopment
69 project area.
70 Section 26ZZ. Urban Renewal Plan. —Any urban
71 renewal project undertaken pursuant to the preceding
72 section shall be undertaken in accordance with an
73 urban renewal plan for the area of the project. As used
74 in this act, an “urban renewal plan” means a plan, as it
75 exists from time to time, for an urban renewal project,
76 which plan (1) shall conform to the general plan for the
77 municipality as a whole; and (2) shall be sufficiently
78 complete to indicate such land acquisition, demolition
79 and removal of structures, redevelopment, improve-
80 ments and rehabilitation as may be proposed to be
81 carried out in the area of the urban renewal project,
82 zoning and planning changes, if any, land uses, maxi-
83 mum densities, building requirements, and the plan’s
84 relationship to definite local objectives respecting ap-
85 propriate land uses, improved traffic, public transporta-
86 tion, public utilities, recreational and community
87 facilities, and other public improvements. An urban
88 renewal plan shall be prepared and approved pursuant
89 to the same procedure as provided in the housing
90 authority law with respect to a redevelopment plan.
91 Section 26AAA. Powers with Respect to Urban
92 Renewal. A housing authority or redevelopment
93 authority shall have all the powers necessary or con-
94 venient to undertake and carry out urban renewal plans
95 and urban renewal projects, including the authority to
96 acquire and dispose of property, to issue bonds and
97 other obligations, to borrow and accept grants from the
98 federal government or other source, and to exercise the
99 other powers which the housing authority law confers

100 on an authority with respect to redevelopment projects.
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101 In connection with the planning and undertaking of any
102 urban renewal plan or urban renewal project, the
103 authority, the municipality and all public and private
104 officers, agencies and bodies shall have all the rights,
105 powers, privileges and immunities which they have with
106 respect to a redevelopment plan or redevelopment
107 project, in the same manner as though all of the pro-
108 visions of the housing authority law applicable to a re-
109 development plan or redevelopment project were appli-
110 cable to an urban renewal plan or urban renewal proj-
111 ect; provided, that for such purpose the word “re-
112 development” as used in this act (except in this section
113 and in the definition of “redevelopment project”,
114 part IV and VI) shall mean “urban renewal,” the word
115 “slum” and the word “blighted” as used in this act
116 (except in this section and in the definitions in section
117 twenty-six J) shall mean “blighted, deteriorated or
118 deteriorating,” and the finding prescribed in section
119 two KK with respect to a blighted area shall not be
120 required; and provided, further, that this subsection
121 shall not change the corporate name of the authority or
122 the short title of this act or amend any section of this
123 act. In addition to the surveys and plans which an
124 authority is otherwise authorized to make, an authority
125 is hereby specifically authorized to make (i) plans for
126 carrying out a program of voluntary repair and re-
-127 habilitation of buildings and improvements, and (ii)
128 plans for the enforcement of laws, codes and regulations
129 relating to the use of land and the use and occupancy of
130 buildings and improvements, and to the compulson
131 repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal of build-
-132 ings and improvements. The authority is authorized to
133 develop, test and report methods and techniques, and
134 carry out demonstrations and other activities for the
135 prevention and the elimination of slums and urban
136 blight.
137 Section 26888. Assistance to Urban Renewal by
138 Municipalities and other Public Bodies. Any munici-
-139 pality or other public body is hereby authorized (with-
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out limiting any provision in the preceding section) to
do any and all things necessary to aid and co-operate
in the planning and undertaking of an urban renewal
project in the area in which such municipality or public
body is authorized to act, including the furnishing of
such financial and other assistance as the municipality
or public body is authorized by this act to furnish for or
in connection with a redevelopment plan or redevelop-
ment project. An authority is hereby authorized to
delegate to a municipality or other public body any of
the powers or functions of the authority with respect to
the planning or undertaking of an urban renewal project
in the area in which such municipality or public body is
authorized to act, and such municipality or public body
is hereby authorized to carry out or perform such powers
or functions for the authority. Any public body is here-
by authorized to enter into agreements (which may
extend over any period, notwithstanding any provision
or rule of law to the contrary) with any other public
body or bodies respecting action to be taken pursuant to
any of the powers granted by this act, including the fur-
nishing of funds or other assistance in connection with
an urban renewal plan or urban renewal project.
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Section 26CCC. Workable Program. The govern-
ing body of the municipality, or such public officer or
public body as it may designate, is hereby authorized
to prepare a workable program (which may include an
official plan of action, as it exists from time to time for
effectively dealing with the problem of urban slums
and blighted, deteriorated or deteriorating areas within
the community, and for the establishment and preserva-
tion of a well-planned community with well-organized
residential neighborhoods of decent homes and suitable
living environment for adequate family life) for utiliz-
ing appropriate private and public resources to elimi-
nate and prevent the development or spread of slums
and urban blight and deterioration, to encourage needed
urban rehabilitation, to provide for the redevelopment
of blighted, deteriorated or slum areas, or to undertake
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179 such of the aforesaid activities or other feasible activi-
-180 ties as may be suitably employed to achieve the objec-
-181 tives of such a program.

1 Skction 2. Section 261 of chapter 121 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 668 of the
3 acts of 1953, is hereby further amended by striking out
4 the word “forty” in line 1 and inserting therefor the
5 word: fortv-six.

1 Section 3. Section 26J of chapter 121 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 71 of the
3 acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by striking out
4 the w’ords twenty-six VV in the first paragraph and in-
-5 serting therefor the words: twenty-six CCC.

1 Section 4. Notwithstanding any other evidence of
2 legislative intent, it is hereby declared to be the con-
-3 trolling legislative intent that if any provision of this
4 act, or the application thereof to any person or circum-
-5 stances, is held invalid, the remainder of the act and
6 the application of such provision to persons or circum-
-7 stances other than those as to which it is held invalid,
8 shall not be affected thereby.

1 Section 5. The powers conferred by this act shall
2 be in addition and supplemental to the powers con-
-3 ferred bv any other law.
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