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By Mr. Sullivan of Springfield, petition of William C. Sullivan relative
to authorizing a city or town to grant annuities to the widows of police
officers. Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act authorizing a city or town to grant annuities

to the widows of police officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 97 the following section:
3 Section 98. For the purpose of promoting the public
4 good, a city or town may, notwithstanding the provi-
-5 sions of any general or special law, grant an annuity to
6 the surviving spouse of a police officer, who otherwise
7 would not be entitled to any annuity, pension or re-
-8 tirement allowance, so long as such spouse survives and
9 does not remarry, in such amount as it may determine,

10 but not to exceed one half of the regular annual compen-
-11 sation received by such police officer or two thousand
12 dollars, whichever is less; provided, that such police
13 officer has been permanently employed on full-time basis
14 by such city or town for not less than fifteen years.
15 Annuities under this section may be granted in a city
16 having a Plan D or Plan E charter by a two-thirds vote
17 of all the members of the city council and approved by
18 the city manager; in any other city by a two-thirds vote
19 of all the members of the city council and the approval
20 of the mayor; and in a town by a two-thirds vote of the
21 voters at an annual town meeting upon recommendation
22 of the selectmen.
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