
HOUSE .... No. 2001
By Mr. Keenan of Boston (by request), petition of Paul G. Counihan

for legislation relative to rate increases by common carriers engaged in
the transportation of passengers. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to rate increases by certain common
CARRIERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 159 of the General Laws shall be amended by
2 inserting after section 20 thereof a new section reading
3 as follows:
4 Section 20A. The department shall not suspend the
5 taking effect of a proposed change in schedules filed
6 under this chapter involving an increase in the rates of
7 fare charged for the transportation of passengers by
8 any carrier which is subject to the provisions of chapter
9 one hundred and fifty-nine A or chapter one hundred

10 and sixty-one of the General Laws, if the carrier shall
11 file with the notice of such change a financial statement
12 of the results of its operations covering a period of not
13 less than one year ending not more than thirty days
14 prior to the filing of such notice, and of the projected
15 result of its operations for a period of not less than
16 six months after the proposed effective date of the in-
-17 crease, assuming the change in effect, such statements
18 to be in such detail as the department shall reasonably
19 require and to be accompanied by affidavit of a duly
20 authorized officer of the carrier stating that such state-
-21 ments are true to the best of his knowledge and belief,
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22 and if the statements so filed establish in the opinion
23 of the department that the emergency application of the
24 rates included in such change appears to be necessary
25 to the extent stated therein, in order to obtain a reason-
-26 able compensation for services rendered.
27 The additional revenue received by the carrier as a
28 result of such emergency increase shall be retained by the
29 carrier in special deposit and not used or disbursed until
30 final determination by the department of the proper
31 rates to be charged. The department may by order
32 require the filing of a bond running to the commissioners
33 of the department and their successors in office in such
34 form and with such sureties as the department may
35 approve, conditioned upon compliance with the pro-
-36 visions of this section, before approving such emergency
37 application. In the event the department shall not
38 approve all or any part of such proposed change, the
39 difference between the amount of revenue collected by
40 the carrier as a result thereof between the effective date
41 thereof and the date of disapproval in whole or in part
42 and the amount that would have been collected had the
43 rates as determined by the department been in effect
44 during such period shall be used and disposed of by the
45 carrier, as the department shall direct.


