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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC UTILITIES RELATIVE TO THE GRADE
CROSSING AT MARBLEHEAD STREET IN
NORTH ANDOVER.

December 10, 19,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

This report is submitted in compliance with chapter 28
of the Resolves of 1954 which reads as follows:

Resolved, That the department of public utilities is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter
of current senate document numbered 565, relative to the grade crossing
at Marblehead street in the town of North Andover. Said department
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation and study
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on~or
before the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

Senate Document No. 565 referred to in the foregoing-
reads as follows:

Chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred
and thirty-five is hereby repealed.

The Boston and Maine Railroad crosses Marblehead
Street in North Andover at grade on the Western Route of
its Portland Division. There are presently twenty-nine
passenger trains scheduled in each direction over this cross-
ing each day during the week and five freight trains in each
direction together with one movement in each direction by
a switching engine with cars. This crossing had been pro-
tected by manually operated gates until August, 1932, when
the railroad discontinued the gates and substituted therefor
protection by a flagman with a stop signal.

In October of the same year, Representative Thomas J.
Lane of Lawrence filed with the Department a petition seek-
ing to have the Department order the railroad to restore
the gates. After a public hearing the Department issued
an order on December 22, 1932, ordering the railroad either
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to install and maintain gates at the crossing or to provide
protection by the installation of automatic flashing light
signals, such installation to be completed on or before April
1, 1933. The railroad elected to install the flashing light
signals rather than restore the gates, and the time for the
completion of the work wai
by orders of the Departme
give the railroad the oppor
a satisfactory manner.

extended on various occasions
.t until July 1, 1933, so as to
mity to complete the work in

In the meantime, in December, 1932, the Board of Select-
men of North Andover had objected to the installation of
the signal lights as decided upon by the railroad and filed a
petition asking that the gates be restored. However, the
Department, after a public hearing, dismissed the petition
of the Selectmen on March 16, 1933. Meanwhile the work
of installing the lights was in progress and on July 14, 1933,
the Department issued an order certifying that the work
had been done satisfactorily.

Again in May, 1933, numerous residents of North Andover
protested to the Department against the protection at grade
crossings in the town and on June 9, 1933, the Department
issued an order dismissing the protest in so far as it related
to the Marblehead Street crossing.

In October, 1934, Representative Lane, this time accom-
panied by Representative Louis J. Scanlon, also of Lawrence,
again petitioned for the restoration of the gates, but before
the matter had been assigned for a hearing before the De-
partment, a bill was introduced in the Legislature which
directed the Department to order the Boston and Maine
Railroad to install and maintain gates at the crossing. This
bill was passed and signed and became chapter 254 of the
Acts of 1935. As a result of the passage of this law the
Department, on June 25, 1935, issued an order directing the
Boston and Maine Railroad to install the gates at the cross-
ing. In compliance with the Department’s order the rail-
road installed the gates and removed the automatic flashing-
light signals.

Senate Bill No. 565, referred to hereinabove, was filed by
the Boston and Maine Railroad in the 1954 session of the
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General Court in form which would have no effect except
to repeal the mandatory 1935 act. The result would be to
make the question of the removal of the gates and the
substitution of some other form of protection a matter for
consideration under the general provisions of chapter 160 of
the General Laws governing protection at such crossings.
Under section 147 of chapter 160, generally speaking, the
Department may order a crossing to be protected by gates,
flagman, flashing light signals or such other protective meas-
ures as the Department determines the better security of
human life or the convenience of public travel requires.
The repeal of the 1935 act would therefore result only in
making it possible for the railroad to apply to the Depart-
ment for a change in the manner of protection of this cross-
ing and the Department would make its order in accordance
with the evidence presented at such hearing.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

David M. Brackman,
Chairman.

Thomas A. Flaherty,
John M. Whouley,
Troy T. Murray,
Joseph F. Cleary,

Commissioners
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