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HOUSE .... No. 2373

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL NON-LEGISLATIVE
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO PROPERTIES
ABUTTING ON BOULEVARDS UNDER THE
CONTROL OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION.

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, December 1, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

Under the terms of chapter 79 of the Resolves of 1954,
an unpaid special commission, consisting of the Commis-
sioner of the Metropolitan District Commission or his
representative, the Commissioner of Public Works or his
representative, and the Director of the Division of Planning
of the Department of Commerce, was authorized and di-
rected to make an investigation and study of House, No.
2409 of 1954, as follows:

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission to consist of the com-
missioner of the metropolitan district commission or his representative,
the commissioner of public works or his representative, and the director
of the division of planning of the department of commerce is hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of current
house document numbered 2409, authorizing the metropolitan district
commission to deny access to and from properties abutting on boulevards
under its control. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommenda-
tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
sentatives not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current
vear.

Developments of the traffic problem in the Metropolitan
area have caused an increasing number of instances in
recent years involving the question of the powers of the
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Metropolitan District Commission with respect to granting
access to and from properties abutting on boulevards under
its control. The exact nature of these powers of the Com-
mission is not too clearly defined under the present statutes
and on various occasions these questions have given rise
to law suits, but the situation has still not become entirely
clarified. It would be highly desirable if clarifying legisla-
tion could be enacted with regard to these matters.

Investigation of this subject reveals that in addition to
questions of traffic and highway safety on these boulevards,
there are also important and far reaching questions both as
to the rights of property owners and as to the possible
extent of financial damages involved. The question of
access referred to thus involves not only highway problems,
but other matters ordinarily associated with zoning and
planning. In addition to the problems of a general nature,
attention and study should also be given to those of an
individual and local character pertaining to specific localities
and municipalities in the area.

The unpaid Special Commission authorized by chapter 79
of the Resolves of 1954 respectfully requests an extension
of time until June 1, 1955, in which to continue its studies
and file a report with the Legislature.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES W. GREENOUGH,
Commissioner, Metropolitan District

Commission.


